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Relational 
Person-to-person 

interaction enhances 
spiritual growth 

and builds Christian 
friendships.

Experiential 
What we experience 
through action and 

discussion sticks with 
us up to 9 times longer 
than what we simply 

hear or read.

Applicable 
The aim of ministry 
is to equip people to 
be both hearers and 
doers of God’s Word.

Lifelong 
Experiences 

transform the heart, 
moving faith beyond 
the walls of church 

and into everyday life 
for years to come.



Thanks for joining the team!
You rock. You really do! 

Monumental VBS is going to be full of Bible adventures, 
games, music, snacks, hugs, high-fives, and sciency-fun 

“wows.” But we’re doing more than simply entertaining kids. 
We have a powerful purpose at the heart of every  

single activity: 

Helping kids experience Jesus’ love.

That’s why we’re here…and you are an important part of 
making that happen. You’re the hands and heart of God, 

showing kids his vast and unchanging love for each of them. 

We couldn’t do this without you. What you do matters!

In fact…it’s monumental.
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Learn the songs and motions. 
Use the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD, 
DVD, and pages 80-88 in this manual. Be 
familiar with all the songs and motions so 
you can teach them with ease.

Pray for everyone who will attend 
Monumental. 
Ask God to prepare your heart and the 
hearts of the kids and leaders who will 
be part of VBS.

Work with the VBS Director to recruit 
teenage assistants. 
Middle school or high school helpers will be 
invaluable to your success! Prior to each 
day, review the schedule so they’ll know 
when to help lead singing, assist with 
media needs, or hold props for you.

Help decorate the room. 
You’ll find plenty of great, easy-to-use 
decorating items in the Monumental 
VBS catalog or at group.com/
Monumental. Watch the Decorating 
Places: Monumental video, and then 
get the step-by-step instructions at 
group.com/vbsTools. Work with your VBS 
Director to determine who will create a 
Crew sign for each Crew. 

Work with the VBS Director to select 
a room. 
Everyone comes together for Sing & Play 
Celebration and Canyon Closing, so you’ll 
need a large room, such as a sanctuary 
or fellowship hall. The song motions have 
been designed to work for children in pews 
or rows.

Use a sound system to play the music. 
Be sure  the music will be loud enough for 
everyone to hear. Give the Media Outline 
(pp. 77-78) to an assistant who can cue up 
all the songs, images, and videos.

Practice with the microphone. 
Learn how to turn it on, how to replace 
batteries, and how to clip it to your shirt 
or remove it from the stand. A microphone 
ensures that everyone can hear you.

Plan for God Sightings®! 
Sing & Play Celebration is where kids 
create an interactive display to celebrate 
God Sightings. See page 5 to learn how 
you’ll celebrate God Sightings during VBS.

Create a VIP seating area. 
Parents, grandparents, and babysitters 
are invited to come to each day’s closing. 
These VIPs can sit in the designated area 
and enjoy each day’s show!

This is you!

Oasis 
Tastes

Awesome Bible 
Adventures

Red  
Rocks Rec

Imagination 
Station

 KidVid™ 
Cinema

Sing & Play 
Celebration

Canyon 
Closing

Before Monumental
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Use an attention-getting signal. 
Attention-getting signals let kids know 
when it’s time to stop what they’re doing 
and look at you. Use the Rattler (available 
from Group Publishing or your Group VBS 
supplier) or another signal of your choice.

Decide if you’ll use the Cliff Towers 
skits in your program. 

We’ve intentionally kept the skits simple so 
they’re easy for churches of all sizes to put 
on. However, some VBS directors love to 
do more elaborate productions. Go for it! 
Just remember to keep the humor simple 
and follow a basic story line that gives a 
taste of what kids will experience each day 
at VBS. And be sure to practice ahead of 
time! You may even ask your Director or 
other helpers to sit in the audience during 
your rehearsals to be sure kids will be able 
to hear and see the action. Remember, 
kids respond best to big, over-the-top, 
physical humor—not “word” humor (as 
adults do). Keep the skits short, high 
energy, and easy to follow.

If you want to do the skits but can’t round 
up a hammy volunteer to play Cliff, we’ve 
got you covered! The Monumental Skits 
DVD features all five skits. All you need to 
do is fire up the DVD player and projector. 
(The Monumental Skits DVD is available 
from Group or your Group VBS supplier.)

Repeat the daily Bible Point often. 
Every activity focuses on one memorable 
Bible truth called the Bible Point. 
Repeating the Bible Point helps kids 
remember it and apply it to their lives after 
VBS. Each time kids hear the Bible Point, 
they point up and say, “Awesome God!”

Call on kids’ Crew roles. 
Every day, kids choose one of five jobs: 
Guide, Kit Carrier, Prayer Person, Schedule 
Supervisor, or Thank You-er! Kids love 
when those jobs get called on!

Get Crew Leaders involved! 
Guide Crew Leaders to participate right 
along with kids. When Crew Leaders listen, 
get involved, and have fun, kids do too!

Be brief as you teach song motions! 
Quickly go over song motions, or call them 
out just before kids should begin doing 
them. Let the motions be a fun part of 
worship, not the main emphasis. Kids 
can follow along with the Sing & Play 
Celebration Music DVD, too. 

Let kids help lead the singing. 
Invite kids—whoever wants to—to come 
up front and sing. It’s great having children 
lead each other in worship. The focus isn’t 
on just one leader who is on stage.

Get the Jump on the Legal Stuff
When you buy a Sing & Play Celebration 
Music CD or DVD, you also buy the right 
to play the Monumental VBS songs as 
often as you like. But companies that 
own these songs haven’t given you (or 
us) permission to duplicate any of your 
Sing & Play products. Making your own 
copies—even to use at VBS—is against 
the law, which is a fact many people 
don’t know.

During Monumental

4



God Sightings®

God hasn’t retired, you know. He’s as busy now as he’s ever been. 
But until you see that with your own eyes, it’s tough to have a 
vibrant faith. God can seem distant or impersonal. God is active 
in our everyday lives—and we can learn to look. We can make it a 
habit to keep an eye out for the daily overwhelming evidence that 
God is doing great things all around us. 

At Monumental VBS, you’ll encourage kids and adults to look for 
God Sightings—everyday clues that God is present, passionate, 
and powerful. A God Sighting is simply an acknowledgment that 
God has done something. It’s giving God credit where credit is due. 
It’s developing a God-focused view and a grateful heart. Kids and 
adults will discover that they can see God in things like Scripture, 
people, circumstances, and nature. 

As participants—even preschoolers—make God Sightings part of 
everyday life, their faith will grow. Why? Because they’ll actually see 
God at work—not because he’s suddenly shown up but because 
they finally have eyes to see…and at last, they’re looking. Here’s 
how you’ll make God Sightings part of VBS.

 • Sharing God Sightings. Kids learn about God Sightings at 
Canyon Closing on Day 1. Then beginning on Day 2 at Sing & Play 
Celebration, Crews will huddle together to share ways they’ve 
seen God at work. As kids share about amazing things they’ve 
seen in nature or ways they’ve felt or experienced God’s love, 
they’ll leave each day with very real ways God showed up at VBS. 

 • Celebrating God Sightings. After Crews share their God 
Sightings, Crew Leaders come to the front of the Sing & Play 
Celebration area as everyone sings “Awesome God.” There, they’ll 
take a paper Cactus Flower and add it to the set. By the end of 
the week, your desert will be blooming with reminders of God’s 
greatness in everyday life!

 • Watch for God. During KidVid Cinema, kids will receive Watch 
for God Wristbands that they’ll wear all week. These wristbands 
remind kids to keep their eyes open for things God is doing all 
around them. 
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Explore how God loved 
Joseph and his family, 
even when they made a 
mess of things.

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•   Learn the Day 1 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Harley.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Meet Cliff Towers, a less-than-

adventurous reality TV star.

Imagination 
Station
Check out sciency 
surprises about our eyes, 
then explore ways to 
make cool Chromo Slime 
change colors.

KidVid™ Cinema
Samuel’s eyes may not 
work well, but he can 
see God’s greatness and 
knows that God loves 
him no matter what!

Canyon Closing
 End the day with a 
sciency-wow to discover 
that even when we “blow 
it,” God still sticks with us.

Oasis Tastes
Southwest Sunshine

Red Rocks Rec

Splash Marks the Spot Rattlesnake Egg Rustle Jumping Jelly Balls

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Bible Verse: “Your unfailing love will last forever.” (Psalm 89:2)

Bible Story: Joseph’s family feuds. (Genesis 37)

DAY 1: God loves you no matter what.
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DAY 1

Bible Story: Joseph’s family feuds. (Genesis 37)

Bible Verse: “Your unfailing love will last forever.” 
(Psalm 89:2)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  Jacob’s family was full of conflict! His sons came from 

four different mothers, creating an environment of 
competition among the siblings. Jacob stoked the 
rivalry by openly treating Joseph as his favorite. Yet 
God used an imperfect family to show his incredible, 
intentional power and plans.

•  Details about Joseph’s colorful coat are minimal, 
partly because the Hebrew word describing it is 
somewhat unclear. However, the fact that only 
Joseph had such a garment—something fine when 
clothing tended toward functional—shone a spotlight 
on his favored status.

•  It’s interesting to note that Joseph’s dream involved 
bundles of grain, something he’d eventually be put in 
charge of in Pharaoh’s court. 

•  Joseph’s brothers sold him for 20 shekels—about two 
years’ wages at that time. 

•  The Midianites and Ishmaelites who bought Joseph 
were descendants of Abraham, making them 
distantly related to Joseph! Some scholars equate 
them with Joseph’s second or third cousins.

WHY IT MATTERS
Like Joseph’s family, we all have our imperfections. 
Siblings squabble. Kids tattle. Parents disagree. Things 
get messy! It’s a good thing God doesn’t withhold his 
love until we’re perfect! In the midst of our failings, God 
loves and blesses us. Kids may feel they have to earn 
friendship on the playground. (Some may even feel they 
need to earn love at home.) Today, reassure kids that 
God loves them in spite of their faults. What a comfort 
to know that God doesn’t wait for us to get everything 
right! His unfailing love is always there for us!

God loves you no matter what.

7



Leader: I’m so glad everyone’s here today! You know, on my way in today, I…

Cliff Towers enters, filming himself with a camera on a selfie stick.

 Cliff:  (With lots of drama) I’ve just skydived into this remote desert all 
alone—miles from civilization. How will I survive? (As he speaks, he 
turns his back to the Leader. Cliff continues walking backward, toward 
the Leader.) There’s no water. No one around if I need—

Cliff and the Leader collide.

 Cliff: (Screaming in a high-pitched voice) Heeeelp!

Leader: Sorry! I wasn’t expecting anyone to come in like that. I’m [name].

 Cliff:  (Looking annoyed and angry) What are you doing here? I’m supposed to 
be all alone!

Leader:  (Smiling) Oh, you’re not alone! (Motions to kids.) You have lots 
of company!

 Cliff:  (Groans when he looks at all the kids.) Nooooo! This is all wrong! I’m 
supposed to be out here by myself, showing people how to survive in 
the desert!

Leader:  (Looking at him closely) Wait…don’t I know you? (Recognizing him) 
You’re that guy from TV! The one who shows people how to survive in 
the wild! (To kids) This is Cliff Towers!

 Cliff: (Uneasily) Uh, yeah. That’s me…

Cliff Towers Skit 
Bible Point: God loves you no matter what.

Props & Prep:

 selfie stick

•  phone or camera to attach 
to selfie stick

  box containing items such as 
rope, hammer, nails, box of 
granola bars, water bottle

•  costume for Cliff Towers, 
such as hiking boots, khaki 
shirt, and bush hat
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DAY 1
Leader:  Wow—you’re famous. You can survive anywhere, with next to nothing. 

They drop you off without any gear, and you last for weeks! (To kids) I 
saw one episode where Cliff built an entire shelter with just a box of 
toothpicks and a stick of gum!

Cliff: (Uneasily) Yeah…about that…

Leader:  And he tamed a wolf and taught it how to pull a sled he’d made from 
shoelaces and tree bark. Amazing!

 Cliff:  (Looks at his watch, a little nervously.) So, um, are you all going to be 
here for long? 

Leader:  (Excitedly) All week! We’re here to learn about God’s greatness. You’re 
welcome to join us!

 Cliff:  A week? Well…uh…I’ll just grab some things then and get out of your 
way. (Quickly ducks behind a prop and grabs a huge box overflowing with 
survival gear.) See ya— (Tries to exit.)

Leader:  Wait. What’s all that stuff? (Walks to box and starts pulling things out.) 
A hammer, nails, rope, snacks…water bottles? But I thought you 
survived with nothing! 

Cliff:  (Sets box down.) Okay, fine. You’ve found me out! I’m a big, fat liar. I 
always come out a few days ahead of time to stash some stuff like 
this to help me get by. (Slumps down.) You probably hate me now. 

Leader:  No, I’ll still be your friend. We all mess up. You’ve actually reminded 
me of what my friends and I are learning today. God loves you no 
matter what. (Awesome God!) We all make mistakes, but God never 
stops loving us.

 Cliff:  Well, that’s good to know. But now I have to figure out if I really 
could survive out here if I want my show to keep going. I’m not sure 
I can do all the stuff I said I was doing. 

Leader: My friends and I will help however we can.

 Cliff: Okay, well, it’s been a long day. I think I need a nap.

Leader:  Ooooh, are you going to make a bed out of tumbleweeds 
and string?

 Cliff:  (Looks puzzled, then sheepish.) Er. No. I have a really nice air 
mattress in here. (Pats the box and exits.)

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. © 2022 
Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com
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HOT TIP

On Day 1 only, preschoolers 
will go straight to Quail 
Trail Preschool instead 
of attending Sing & Play 
Celebration. On the first 
day of a busy week, younger 
children will benefit from 
orientation time with 
their leaders.

Day 1 Sing & Play Celebration 

Supplies You’ll Need 
Every Day…

 Rattler* attention-getter

 Bible

  Sing & Play Celebration 
Music Leader Version CD*

  Sing & Play Celebration 
Music DVD*

• CD/DVD player

•  screen to watch Buddy Intro 
videos

• microphone/sound system

• Bible Point Posters*

Day 1 Supplies

 Day 1 Bible Point Poster*

•  Day 1 Cliff Towers Skit script 
and props (optional)

 “ Monument Valley Sunset” 
image from group.com/
vbsTools

• fist-size rock

  copies of “Who’s Who on the 
Crew” handout from p. 76  
(1 per Crew)

*available from group.com or your 
Group VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Preschoolers won’t participate in Sing & Play Celebration on 
Day 1, but be sure to save a spot for preschool Crews near the 
front when they join you on Days 2–5. Preschoolers love to 
dance and sing, and being right up front not only focuses their 
attention but also allows them to better see and learn the 
motions to the songs.

Download the “Monument Valley Sunset” image from 
group.com/vbsTools, and drop it into your PowerPoint 
slideshow, or prepare to project it onto a screen.

Photo copyright Getty Images/Pgiam

Jobs Duties

Guide chooses action ideas for traveling 
through VBS. 

Kit Carrier distributes and collects supplies  
and helps carry the Crew’s bag.

Prayer  
Person

leads or opens prayer times.

Schedule  
Supervisor

helps monitor the daily schedule  
to let the Crew know what’s  
coming next.

Thank  
You-er 

leads the Crew in thanking 
Station Leaders each day. 

Who’s Who on the Crew

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. © 2022 Group 
Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com

76
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DAY 1
Put a copy of the “Who’s Who on the Crew” handout near 
each Crew sign. This handout is also in the Crew Leader Guide 
(found on the Clip Art & Resources CD) as well as on the back 
of name badges purchased from Group Publishing or your 
Group VBS supplier. 

Review the day with your teenage assistants so they know 
when to help lead singing and assist with media needs. 

Use spray adhesive to mount the Bible Point Posters on foam 
core to make them easier for children to hold up. The posters 
will last throughout the week, and your church can use them 
as room decorations during the year to remind kids of these 
relevant and applicable Bible truths!

Set the Day 1 Bible Point Poster up front. 

Thirty minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, begin playing 
the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. This will create a fun 
and inviting atmosphere as the kids and Crew Leaders enter 
your area for the first time. (You can even start teaching the 
motions to “early arrivers.”)

Five minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, gather with your 
Crew Leaders for a huddle and a prayer. 

Welcome Crews
Welcome to Monumental! My name is [name], and I’m excited 
to be exploring this vast wilderness with you. We’ll start every 
day here at Sing & Play Celebration.

Point to the logo, either onscreen or on a poster.

The word monumental means something that’s huge, vast, 
awesome, or bigger than we can imagine! We’ll be exploring 
how God is all those things—and he still loves and cares for 
each and every one of us.

Let’s start off with a song about that!

Lead everyone in singing “Monumental Love.” Words are on 
page 80. Call out the words and motions before you sing and 
do them. 

Talk About Monument Valley
Motion to the set around you. 

We’re imagining what it would be like to go on an adventure 
in a wide-open desert canyon. Throughout the Southwest, 
there are lots of real places just like this, where God made 
cool canyons and towering cliffs! One of those places is called 
Monument Valley.

Track 1

WHAT WE FOUND

We meet five minutes before 
VBS begins, oftentimes in 
the front of the Sing & Play 
area. Kids are welcome to 
join, and they get to see 
that Crew Leaders and staff 
are praying for them. It’s 
quick and easy, and it makes 
prayer an important part of 
our morning.
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From what you see on this set, what do you think Monument 
Valley would be like?

Take a few answers from kids, repeating them into the 
microphone.

People visit places like this to camp, hike, explore, take 
pictures, and learn about the people who live there.

Huddle up with your Crew. Imagine that your Crew is off to 
explore canyons and deserts like these. As a group, decide 
what you’d most want to do. You have 30 seconds to come up 
with your answer. 

Allow 30 seconds for Crews to discuss.

Sound the Rattler. 

This is my Rattler. One thing you might see in the desert is a 
rattlesnake. Trust me, when you hear a rattle in the desert, you 
stop and listen! That’s what you’ll do here at VBS. When you 
hear this sound (sound the Rattler a few times), it means it’s 
time to be quiet. 

Explore the Meaning of “Great”
At Monumental VBS, we’ll be celebrating God’s greatness. 
Think of something you’d say is great.

Give your own example of something that’s great.

Take a few responses from kids, repeating their answers into 
the microphone.

We might say, “Going to Disneyland is great” or “[Name of 
a popular sports figure] is great.” Let’s say that amount of 
greatness is like this rock.

Hold up a fist-size rock.

But God’s greatness is like this!

Show the “Monument Valley Sunset” image.

12
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DAY 1
Wow! God’s greatness is bigger, stronger, more awesome, and 
more beautiful than anything else. We can stand on God’s 
greatness—it’s bigger than we are!

Motion to the “Monument Valley Sunset” image. 

The same God who made this incredible, vast desert made you 
and loves you! Let’s sing about God’s greatness!

Lead everyone in singing “How Great Is Our God.” Words are on 
page 88. 

Learn Today’s Bible Point
Each day we’ll learn a Bible Point. That’s an important truth 
from the Bible to remember. Today we’ll explore what it means 
that God loves you no matter what. That’s our Bible Point. 
Today whenever you hear someone say,  “God loves you no 
matter what,” say “Awesome God!” As you say that, point up 
as a way to celebrate God!

Practice saying the Bible Point a few times with the Crews 
responding.

Introduce the Bible Verse
Hold up your Bible.

The Bible says this about God: “Your unfailing love will last 
forever.” 

What’s something you wish would last forever?

Let kids call out answers.

Repeat some of the responses into the microphone.

God loves you no matter what. (Awesome God!) God’s love 
goes on forever! God loves you so much that there’s nothing 
you can do to stop him from loving you! Now that is awesome! 
I love this song that reminds me of God’s awesomeness!

Lead everyone in singing “Awesome God.” Words are on 
page 81.

Meet Bible Memory Buddy® Harley 
All week long we’ll get to know surprising Bible Memory 
Buddies who will help us remember our Bible Points. All our 
Buddies are animals that you might see if you visited a place 
like Monument Valley. Let’s take a look!

 Track 9

 Track 2

“Awesome God!”
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Play the “Day 1 Buddy Intro” from the Sing & Play Celebration 
Music DVD. 

Ask a volunteer to hold the Bible Point Poster featuring Harley. 

When you see Harley, remember that God loves you no 
matter what. (Awesome God!) Let’s sing a song called “Great 
Is Thy Faithfulness” to remember what the Bible says about 
God’s faithful love!

Lead kids in singing “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” Words are on 
page 85.

Choose Crew Jobs
At Monumental, each Crew member has an important job. The 
jobs are Thank You-er, Prayer Person, Kit Carrier, Guide, and 
Schedule Supervisor. 

Have Crew Leaders get the “Who’s Who on the Crew” handout. 

Crew Leaders, go over the job descriptions, and have your 
Crew members decide who will do each job. The jobs are listed 
on the back of your name badges, too. A person can have a 
different job each day or the same job for the entire week. 
You’ll have one minute to choose.

Allow a minute for kids to choose their jobs. When it looks like 
everyone has finished, sound the Rattler. 

You all have important jobs now! The fun and excitement 
you bring to these jobs will help us find fun and friendship 
this week!

Make announcements, remind Crews which groups they’re in, 
and ask a Prayer Person to pray. 

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as Crews exit. 

Track 6

Jobs Duties

Guide chooses action ideas for traveling 
through VBS. 

Kit Carrier distributes and collects supplies  
and helps carry the Crew’s bag.

Prayer  
Person

leads or opens prayer times.

Schedule  
Supervisor

helps monitor the daily schedule  
to let the Crew know what’s  
coming next.

Thank  
You-er 

leads the Crew in thanking 
Station Leaders each day. 

Who’s Who on the Crew

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. © 2022 Group 
Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com

76
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DAY 1
Day 1 Canyon Closing 

Supplies You’ll Need 
Every Day…

 Rattler* attention-getter

 Bible

  Sing & Play Celebration 
Music Leader Version CD*

  Sing & Play Celebration 
Music DVD*

• CD/DVD player

•  screen and projector for 
Spotlight slideshows

• microphone/sound system

Day 1 Supplies

 Day 1 Bible Point Poster* 

  Watch for God Wristband*  
for yourself

• 1 relighting birthday candle

 regular birthday candles

  modeling dough to hold 
candles

• lighter

• cup of water

•  sturdy duct tape (we 
recommend Duck brand)

• scissors

  small sticky notes, about 6 per 
Crew (the smaller and cheaper 
the sticky notes, the better!)

*available from group.com or your  
Group VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Use duct tape to make one “unbreakable heart” for each Crew. 

Tear off about 5 
inches of duct tape, 
then fold it in half.

Press the two 
sticky sides 
together firmly.

Cut out a heart 
from the duct tape.

15



Prepare a table that looks like the one below. (The modeling 
dough holds the candles.) 

Set about six small sticky notes and one of the “unbreakable 
hearts” next to each Crew sign.

See if the Spotlight VBS Leader has the Spotlight slideshow 
ready to go.

Review the day with your teenage assistants so they know 
when to help lead singing and assist with media needs. 

Several minutes before Canyon Closing is scheduled to start, 
begin playing the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. This will 
create a fun and inviting atmosphere as Crews enter your area.

Welcome Crews
Lead everyone in singing “Monumental Love.” Words are on 
page 80. Briefly review the motions before you begin.

Welcome to our very first Canyon Closing! I’m [name], and 
each day we’ll wrap up our day in the desert with songs, smiles, 
and surprises!

Watch the Spotlight Show
Each day at Canyon Closing, we watch a Spotlight VBS 
show featuring some of you and the discoveries you’ve made 
today. You’ll get to see your faces on the screen sometime 
throughout the amazing, adventurous week. Let’s watch! 

Play the Spotlight VBS show that was prepared during the day. 
Then give a rousing round of applause.

Track 1

WHAT WE FOUND

We discovered that making 
the “unbreakable hearts” 
several hours before VBS 
and setting them in a warm 
place helped the sticky sides 
really adhere! Also, cutting 
the heart shapes lines up 
the edges perfectly, so the 
layers are nearly impossible 
to separate.

Regular candles Relighting candle
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DAY 1
Wow! I loved watching that clever show! Let’s sing about God, 
who’s always watching over us.

Lead everyone in singing “Watching Over You.” Words are on 
page 87.

You Blew It!
Move to the table with the candles. (Be sure you’ve put the 
candles several inches apart so you blow out only one candle at 
a time.)

Sometimes when we make mistakes or bad choices, we hear, 
“Uh-oh! You blew it!” Let’s explore that.

Move in front of the first candle.

In your Crew, come up with a way to finish this sentence: 

People love us when we…

When you have your answer, Crew Leaders, give me a 
thumbs-up.

When Crew Leaders all have their thumbs up, ask your 
assistant to take the microphone to several Crews and 
take responses.

Each time a Crew gives an answer, light one of the candles.

Aw, look at all this love! When people love us, it’s warm and 
light and happy. But…sometimes we’re not so lovable. We 
mess up. We blow it. In your Crew, come up with a way to 
finish this sentence:

People may not love us when we…

When you have your answer, Crew Leaders, give me a 
thumbs-up.

When Crew Leaders all have their thumbs up, ask your 
assistant to take the microphone to several Crews and take 
responses.

Each time a Crew gives an answer, say “Oh, I blew it!” and blow 
out one of the candles.

When you get to the relighting candle, keep trying to blow 
it out.

Wait…what’s happening with this candle?

How does this remind you of God’s love?

Take a few responses from the audience, repeating them into 
the microphone.

 Track 8
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God loves us no matter what! (Awesome God!) Even when we 
blow it! God’s love can’t be extinguished. He loves us forever!

Have a volunteer take the candles offstage and dip them in 
water to safely extinguish them.

Explore How God “Sticks” With Us 
Now it’s time for you to try something. Crew Leaders, next to 
your Crew sign, you’ll find some sticky notes. 

Hold up a sticky note.

Explain that these represent the love we experience from 
people.

Direct Crew Leaders to give one sticky note to each child, 
putting the sticky note on the child’s arm.

You have 30 seconds to move and wiggle and do all you can to 
get that sticky note off you…without touching it. Go!

After 30 seconds, have kids hold up any sticky notes that 
fell off.

Wow—that stickiness failed! Sometimes people say they’ll 
stick with us if we do something or act a certain way. But 
God’s love is stickier! It’s unfailing! It’s more like this.

Hold up one of the unbreakable hearts.

Have each Crew Leader get the heart by the Crew sign and 
hold it.

This heart is made from two sticky pieces of duct tape. When 
I say “go,” each person in your Crew has five seconds to try to 
pull the two layers apart without tearing the heart. When I 
say “switch,” hand the heart to the person sitting next to you 
so they can try. When everyone has tried, Crew Leaders hold 
up the heart. Ready? Go!

Call “switch” every five seconds so kids pass the heart along. 
This gives everyone a chance.

When all Crew Leaders are holding up their hearts, sound 
the Rattler.

What happened? 

God loves you no matter what. (Awesome God!) God’s love 
sticks with you through ups and downs, good times and bad, 
when you’re nice and when you’re not!
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DAY 1
Sing and Celebrate Crew Friends
What a great God to always, always love us! Let’s give every 
praise to God.

Lead kids in singing “Every Praise.” Words are on page 83.

At Monumental, God put you in a Crew full of new friends who 
help you and encourage you. Since we’re surrounded by all 
these red rocks, make a rock with your hand, like in the game 
Rock, Paper, Scissors.

Pause, showing kids a fist.

Give a “rock knock” to the friends in your Crew and say, 
“You rock.”

Remind About God Sightings 
Because God loves you no matter what (Awesome God!), he 
puts things in your world that he knows you will love. On the 
count of three, call out something God made that makes you 
happy. Ready? 1, 2, 3! 

Pause and call out a response of your own. 

We call those gifts God Sightings. Today you received a special 
gift to help you remember to look for evidence of God all 
around you. Raise your arm in the air so I can see your Watch 
for God Wristbands. 

Hold up your own wristband. 

God Sightings help us watch for God’s love and power every 
single day! A God Sighting could be a prayer, a hug from a 
parent, the sunshine, or a kind word from a friend.

 Track 4
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Wrap Up the Day
We’ve had a great first day at Monumental. Thanks for 
celebrating God’s love with me. I can’t wait until tomorrow for 
another day of adventure, discovery, and excitement with all 
of you.

Before you say goodbye, Kit Carriers, help your Crew Leaders 
collect the name badges and Bible Memory Buddies and 
put them in your Crew bag. And be sure to take home your 
Chromo Slime from Imagination Station.

Allow at least a solid minute for these final wrap-up details. 

When Crews have finished collecting name badges and Bible 
Memory Buddies, have Crew Leaders raise their hands so you 
can have a visual of who’s finished and who needs more time. 

Direct Crew Leaders to leave their Crew bags next to their 
Crew signs at the end of each day.

Then make announcements, ask a Prayer Person to pray, 
and invite parents or babysitters to come forward to get 
their children. 

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as parents come to 
pick up their children. 

Thank God for an awesome first day at Monumental.
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Take care of Potiphar’s 
house, then act out the 
strange dreams Joseph 
had to interpret.

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 2 Bible Point and 

verse, and meet Bible Memory 
Buddy Miley.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers to the decorations 
up front.

•  Comfort Cliff Towers when he feels 
worried and alone out in the desert.

Imagination 
Station
Conduct fantastic 
feats of magnetic force, 
then test their skill 
with a Miley’s Magnet 
Mix-Up game.

KidVid™ Cinema
Wesley and Hannah 
have to trust God when 
their family moves far 
away. They know God 
will go with them to their 
new home!

Canyon Closing
 Use actions to explore 
God’s omnipresence and 
learn that we can’t hide 
from God.

Oasis Tastes
Sandy Cups

Tumbleweed Lasso River Raft Rock ’n’ Roll Desert Dunk

Bible Verse: “For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

Bible Story: Joseph is imprisoned. (Genesis 39–40)

DAY 2: God is with you everywhere.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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Bible Story: Joseph is imprisoned. (Genesis 39–40)

Bible Verse: “For the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  The Midianite merchants took Joseph about 300 

miles from Dothan to Egypt. There, it’s unlikely that 
Joseph knew the Egyptian customs and language.

•  Genesis 39 details Joseph’s 11 years as a slave. The 
phrase “The Lord was with Joseph” appears four 
times in this chapter. You’ll also read “The Lord gave 
him success…” and “[The Lord] showed him kindness 
and granted him favor.” Not an expected theme 
about such a hard chapter in Joseph’s life.

•  Note that Joseph’s coat—used as evidence of his 
“death” staged by his brothers—was now used as 
evidence against him by Potiphar’s wife.

•  Joseph is the first prisoner mentioned in the Bible.

•  Egyptians kept detailed dream books, which 
supposedly offered a “key” to understanding dreams. 
Joseph didn’t need a book—God told him what 
dreams meant!

WHY IT MATTERS
Joseph’s circumstances changed wildly throughout his 
life. Kids experience a life filled with changes, too. The 
U.S. Census Department estimates that the average 
person moves around 11 times in a lifetime! So it’s likely 
that the kids at your VBS understand the discomfort of 
a new neighborhood or new school. And it’s easy to feel 
disconnected from God on a busy playing field, alone at 
night, or in the midst of a thunderstorm. Yet, just as God 
was faithfully beside Joseph in each situation, kids need 
to know that God will be with them everywhere they go. 
God’s faithful goodness goes with us!

God is with you everywhere.
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DAY 2

Props & Prep:

  teddy bear or other 
stuffed animal

•  sticks and grass for 
Cliff’s hair

• dirt or makeup for Cliff’s face

• costume for Cliff Towers

Cliff enters, clutching a teddy bear and looking disheveled. His hair is a mess, with 
sticks and grass sticking out of it. There’s dirt on his face and clothes.

Leader:  Hey, Cliff! Glad you stopped by again. (Peers closely at Cliff.) But you 
don’t look very good…

 Cliff:  (Nervous, as if lack of sleep has made him a little twitchy.) Me? I’m fine. 
Really. Really fine. Cliff Towers…fine.

Leader:  Yesterday you were heading out for a nap. But it doesn’t look like you 
slept much. Or if you did, you slept in a…sagebrush? (Picks sticks and 
grass out of his hair.)

Cliff: (Looks around nervously) Sleep? No. No sleep for Cliff. 

Leader:  But you had that nice inflatable mattress…and it looks like you even 
had this cute little teddy bear. (Tries to take the teddy bear, but Cliff 
clutches it possessively.)

Cliff:  (Defensively) I put my mattress too close to a cactus. Now it’s an 
uninflatable mattress. And all night…(looks around nervously) so many 
animals out there! Something slithered over my foot. (Shudders and 
kicks his foot.) Then something else crawled into my hair. (Wildly swats 
at hair, as if trying to get something out of it.) Things going (howls) 
and (makes strange hooting sounds). All night long! (Grabs Leader by 
shoulders.) No sleep!

Leader:  But I’ve seen your show. You’ve slept in a rainforest surrounded by 
creepy-crawly things and in the Arctic with polar bears growling 
outside your snow fort! This should be nothing!

Cliff Towers Skit 
Bible Point: God is with you everywhere.
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Cliff:  But I had bug spray and mosquito nets and a lantern and a 
tent that I camouflaged so the camera couldn’t see it! (Motions 
around him.) Here, I had nothing. (Looks at his teddy bear.) Just 
you, my friend. (Hugs bear.)

Leader:  Cliff, today I have some good news for you. You’re not alone 
out in the desert. God is with you everywhere! (Awesome 
God!) Even in the middle of the desert, on an uninflatable 
mattress. 

Cliff: Surrounded by wild animals?

Leader:  Yes, even when you’re in nature! God never abandons you—
he’s the best friend who never leaves you and always loves you.

Cliff: Well…I guess that might make me feel a little better.

Leader:  And if you’re feeling better, it might be a good idea to get 
some sleep this afternoon. Maybe I can swing by and help you 
build a shelter, too. We can figure it out together.

Cliff:  (Yawns.) Good. I feel better already. (Talks to teddy bear.) See, I 
told you God’s got this. What were you so worried about? (To 
Leader) Bears! I tell you…they’re just big ’fraidy cats.

Cliff exits.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. 
© 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com
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DAY 2
Day 2 Sing & Play Celebration 

Day 2 Supplies

 Day 2 Bible Point Poster*

•  Day 2 Cliff Towers Skit script 
and props (optional)  

  God Sightings Cactus 
Flowers*

• basket

 Glue Dots*

• “ Havasupai Falls” image from 
group.com/vbsTools

 Watch for God Wristband*

*available from group.com or your Group  
VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Set the Day 2 Bible Point Poster up front.

Unroll a length of Glue Dots, then cut them apart. Stick one 
God Sightings Cactus Flower on each Glue Dot. Don’t remove 
the waxed paper backing. 

Put one God Sightings Cactus Flower per Crew in a basket, and 
set the basket in an easy-to-access spot. 

Download the “Havasupai Falls” image from group.com/
vbsTools, and drop it into your PowerPoint slideshow, or prepare 
to project it onto a screen. 

Thirty minutes before Monumental is scheduled to start, begin 
playing the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. 

Five minutes before Monumental is scheduled to start, call all 
Crew Leaders up front for a huddle and a prayer.

Welcome Crews 
As kids arrive each day, have Crew Leaders remind them of 
their jobs. If new children are added to Crews or if the kids want 
to trade jobs each day, Crew Leaders can reassign the jobs and 
remind the children of their duties.

Welcome back to Monumental! I’m [name], and I’m warmed 
up and ready for some fun in the sun. I’m excited to help 
you sing, have fun, and discover what it means to celebrate 
God’s greatness!

Roll out Glue Dots

Glue Dots cut apart

Attach Cactus Flowers

back front
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Lead everyone in singing “Monumental Love.” Words are on 
page 80.

Talk About a Trip to the Desert
At Monumental, we’re imagining what it would be like to 
explore a vast desert with red rocks and towering cliffs. You 
may think of a desert as being hot, dry, rocky, and sandy. 

Call out some things you’d need on a trip to a place like that. 

Take responses and repeat them into the microphone.

Those are all important things! But if you went to the Grand 
Canyon, which isn’t far from Monument Valley, it might be a 
good idea to bring…your bathing suit!

Show the “Havasupai Falls” image (pronounced “have-a- 
SOO-pie”). 

Wow! Isn’t God great to have put something so awesome 
in the middle of a desert? What a cool treat! Let’s celebrate 
God’s greatness with a song!

Lead everyone in singing “Every Praise.” Words are on page 83.

Share God Sightings®

We praise God because he’s great! When you look around and 
see red rocks, gigantic cliffs, and crazy creatures, it’s hard to 
believe that the same mighty God who made all those things 
loves each and every one of us!

Looking at God’s creation is one way we see God. We don’t 
see God the same way I see [name a few kids or leaders in 
the audience]. But we can see what God does! We call those 
God Sightings. 

Track 1

Track 4

HOT TIP

As kids arrive today, 
challenge their Crews 
to come up with a fun 
Crew cheer they can use 
throughout the week. The 
KidVid Cinema Leader will 
give kids a chance to share 
their cheers later in the 
week…and you can, too!

Photo copyright Getty Images/ skiserge1
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DAY 2

HOT TIP

Sharing your own God 
Sighting each day helps kids 
and adults make a personal 
connection with you, building 
important relationships. 
You’ll also be modeling what 
God Sightings “look” like and 
will give Crew members time 
to identify what they’d like 
to share about the ways 
they’ve seen God at work.

Share a God Sighting about a friend God sent to encourage 
you. Maybe a friend knew you were tired after VBS and 
brought you a coffee this morning, or a family member sent a 
funny text.

As you share, pick up a God Sightings Cactus Flower and peel 
off the waxed backing. Pull the tissue paper around your finger 
to make the flower more 3D. Then press the Glue Dot to one of 
the cacti on your set.

Point out that even in a hot desert, cactus plants grow 
beautiful flowers!

God Sightings are sort of a way to give God credit for 
something only he could do! Huddle up with your Crew, and 
take turns sharing something you’ve seen that only God 
could make. 

Crew Leaders, you share your God Sightings first, and then 
make sure everyone has a chance to share. 

Crew Leaders, when everyone has shared, hold up your hand 
so I know your Crew has finished sharing. 

After a minute, sound the Rattler. 

Take the microphone around the room, and let several willing 
children share their God Sightings.

Let’s celebrate our God Sightings by singing “Awesome God,” 
since we can see evidence of God’s awesome greatness! As 
we sing, Crew Leaders come up and add a flower to our set 
up front. 

Lead everyone in singing “Awesome God.” Words are on 
page 81. 

While you sing, Crew Leaders will each add one flower to 
the set.

Learn Today’s Bible Point
God is great because he can be everywhere at once. In your 
Crew, tell the farthest you’ve ever been from home. It may 
have been at your grandma’s across town or visiting a faraway 
country. You have one minute for everyone to share.

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music while kids talk for 
one minute.

Sound the Rattler.

Track 2
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Okay. I want to hear where you’ve been. So on the count of 
three, call out that place. Ready? 1, 2, 3! Pause.

I’ll be honest—I couldn’t hear all of those places! But God 
could…and God was there with you…all at the same time! 
That’s because God is with you everywhere. 

That’s our Bible Point today. God is with you everywhere. 
(Awesome God!) You’re really never far away or alone, because 
God goes with you wherever you go.

Open your Bible to Joshua 1:9. 

Joshua 1:9 says, “For the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go.” We even have a song that celebrates that. Jump up 
and let’s sing!

Lead kids in “God Is Always With Us.” Words are on page 82.

Meet Bible Memory Buddy® Miley
I wonder what bright Bible Memory Buddy will help us 
remember that God is with you everywhere. (Awesome God!)

Play the “Day 2 Buddy Intro” from the Sing & Play Celebration 
Music DVD.

Ask a volunteer to hold up the poster of Miley. 

Miley reminds us that God goes with us, no matter where 
we run! 

Lead everyone in singing “Watching Over You.” Words are on 
page 87.

When the song ends, have Crew members spread their arms 
like wings and pat each other on the shoulders as they say, 

“God is with you everywhere!”

Make announcements, remind Crews which groups they’re in, 
and ask a Prayer Person to pray. 

Play music from the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as 
Crews exit.

Track 3

Track 8

28



DAY 2
Day 2 Canyon Closing  

Day 2 Supplies

 Day 2 Bible Point Poster* 

 helium balloon

• string

•  marker for writing on the 
balloon and sign

  plate of tasty-looking 
treats (such as cupcakes or 
doughnuts)

• paper for a sign

*available from group.com or your 
Group VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Fill a balloon with helium, and tie a 5-foot length of string to it. 
Draw a large heart on the balloon. Tie the balloon out of sight, 
where an assistant can retrieve it during the “Try to Hide From 
God” segment.

Set a plate of delicious-looking treats off to the side. Place a 
large sign nearby that clearly states that the treats are only for 
your pastor or another leader who’s not present. 

See if the Spotlight VBS Leader has the Spotlight slideshow 
ready to go. Review the day with your teenage assistants 
so they know when to help lead singing and assist with 
media needs. 

Several minutes before Canyon Closing is scheduled to start, 
begin playing the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. This will 
create a fun and inviting atmosphere as Crews enter your area.

Give a Warm Welcome
While we’re waiting for other Crews to get here, let’s sing 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” This song makes me want 
to dance!

Lead everyone in singing “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” Words are 
on page 85.

Welcome to Canyon Closing! Let’s take a look at our Spotlight 
VBS show for today. I wonder whose warm smiles we’ll see on 
the screen. Let’s watch. 

Play the Spotlight VBS show that was prepared during the day. 
Then give a rousing round of applause.

 Track 6
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Highlight God Sightings and Operation Kid-to-Kid™

In our Spotlight show, I saw so many examples of God’s 
greatness—you! Your smiles, silliness, and friendship are 
evidence of God’s creativity and love. You’re God Sightings to 
me! When you leave here today, look for more God Sightings. 
And don’t forget to bring in your donations for Operation Kid-
to-Kid. You can make a huge difference for kids who don’t have 
the school supplies they need. Your gifts will be monumental!

Review and Sing
Today you discovered that God is with you everywhere. 
(Awesome God!)

Point to the Day 2 Bible Point Poster of Miley. 

Our Bible Memory Buddy Miley helps us remember that 
wherever you run, God goes with you. Let’s sing about that!

Lead everyone in singing “God Is Always With Us.” Words are on 
page 82.

Explore “Omnipresent”
That song is a musical way to say a fun, big word. The word is 
omnipresent.

Let kids say “omnipresent” with you.

That’s a fancy way of saying our Point: God is with you 
everywhere. (Awesome God!) God is omnipresent—he can be 
everywhere at the same time! Let’s see how I do at that!

Huddle up with your Crew and think of a place. It can be the 
park, Disneyland, the zoo, school…anywhere. Whisper as you 
choose it so I don’t know.

Allow 30 seconds for Crews to decide.

Sound the Rattler.

In a minute, you’ll start acting as if you’re in that place. You 
can use words and sound, but you can’t use the name of 
the place. Everyone will act it out at the same time. When I 
guess where you’re supposed to be, your Crew will sit down. 
Ready? Go!

Run around the room, trying to watch, listen, and guess. Grow 
increasingly frantic as you try to get to everyone at once.

Watch one group, and if you can’t immediately figure it out, tell 
them you’ll come back but for them to keep acting it out.

Frantically run around the room, creating a sense of panic and 
frustration (for you!).

Track 3
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DAY 2
After a minute or so, return to the stage and sound the Rattler.

Talk About It
Hmmmm…how do you think I did at being omnipresent? Why?

Take a few responses from the audience, repeating kids’ 
responses into the microphone.

Let’s think of it this way. Finish this sentence: Because God is 
omnipresent, I know that God is…

Take more responses, repeating them into the microphone.

Usually, we think it’s pretty awesome that God is with us 
everywhere. (Awesome God!) But if we’re honest…everywhere 
means, well…everywhere. Maybe there are places we secretly 
wish God didn’t go with us.

Try to Hide From God
Have a helper bring you the helium balloon on the string and 
tie it to your wrist. 

Let’s imagine this is our awesome, loving God who’s always 
with us, everywhere we go! Happily smile and hug yourself. It’s 
so good to know God never leaves me! When I’m worried or 
afraid or feel alone (point up), God is right with me! When I get 
my feelings hurt or feel sad (point up), there’s God—reminding 
me of his love.

But my friend invited me over to play a video game that my 
parents said not to play. My parents won’t ever find out.

Begin to walk offstage, as if you’re leaving. Look up and notice 
the balloon.

Try to walk faster and “outwalk” the balloon, which just comes 
with you!

Hmm, I’m not sure how I feel about God being there with me 
as I play that game.

Notice the treats with the sign. Move toward them excitedly.

Yum! I love [name of treat]! Read sign aloud. Look around 
cautiously. [Name on sign] isn’t around—and there are plenty! 
He [or she] will never know.

Start to take a treat, using the hand that has the balloon on it.

Look up at the balloon.

Try to shake your hand to get the string off.
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 Hmm, I’m not sure about God being with me everywhere. 
There’s this show a lot of my friends have watched. My parents 
say I’m not supposed to…but they’re not home. I want to see 
what everyone’s talking about!

Begin to exit.

Notice the balloon coming with you as you look over your 
shoulder at it.

Run into audience, ducking down, to try to “escape” from 
the balloon.

Am I hidden? God can’t see me…right?

Let kids respond.

Return to center stage.

God is with you everywhere. (Awesome God!) Talk about this 
in your Crew for a minute: 

How does that make you feel about going places that maybe 
God wouldn’t like?

After a minute, sound the Rattler.

Then have Crews huddle up and talk about this for a minute.

What do you imagine God thinks when he sees you in those 
places or doing those things?

After a minute, sound the Rattler.

Pull the balloon down and hold it so kids can see the heart.

God is awesome and great. But the Bible also tells us that God 
is love. Maybe you’ll make wiser choices when you remember 
that God is always with you. But, like we learned yesterday, 
God loves you no matter what. (Awesome God!)

God wants to be with you because he loves you—not because 
he’s spying on you.

Let’s sing a song that celebrates the good news that God is 
with you everywhere! (Awesome God!)

Lead everyone in singing “Watching Over You.” Words are on 
page 87.

Kids, let’s celebrate our Crew Leaders with a fun cheer. Do 
what I do, pointing to your Crew Leader.

Track 8
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DAY 2
Point to a Crew Leader.

I’m glad you… (Pause while kids echo.)

Are watching over me, too! (Pause while kids echo.)

Give the Crew Leader a high-five.

Pause while kids affirm their Crew Leaders. 

Close the Day
Let’s wrap up our day with one last celebration. We’ll sing our 
theme song as a reminder of God’s monumental love!

Lead everyone in singing “Monumental Love.” Words are on 
page 80.

Before we wrap up and say goodbye, Schedule Supervisors, 
help your Crew Leaders collect the name badges and Bible 
Memory Buddies and put them all in your Crew bag. And, 
kids, be sure to take home your Miley’s Magnet Mix-Up from 
Imagination Station. 

Allow at least a solid minute for these final wrap-up details. 

When Crews have finished collecting name badges and Bible 
Memory Buddies, have Crew Leaders raise their hands so you 
can have a visual of who’s finished and who needs more time. 

Direct Crew Leaders to leave their Crew bags next to their Crew 
signs at the end of each VBS day.

Then make announcements, ask a Prayer Person to pray, 
and invite parents or babysitters to come forward to get 
their children.

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as parents come to 
pick up their children. Thank God for an awesome second day 
at Monumental.

Track 1
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Meet with powerful 
Pharaoh to help him 
understand what his 
dreams mean.

KidVid™ Cinema
Bronson loves to play 
basketball, and he 
knows that his coach is 
in charge when he plays 
a game.

Canyon Closing
Watch a wild Problem 
Pendulum to see that 
even when our problems 
seem out of control, God 
is in charge.

Dry Creek Fishing Cactus Golfing Raindrop Launch

DAY 3: God is in charge.
Bible Verse: “How great is our Lord! His power is absolute!” (Psalm 147:5)

Bible Story: Joseph gets new responsibilities. (Genesis 41)

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 3 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Howell.

• Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Guide a frightened Cliff 

Towers as he tries to survive  
in the desert.

Imagination 
Station
Experiment with types of 
energy, then unleash a 
Coyote Cruiser to explore 
what potential energy 
can do!

Oasis Tastes
Desert Crunch

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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DAY 3

Bible Story: Joseph gets new responsibilities.  
(Genesis 41)

Bible Verse: “How great is our Lord! His power is 
absolute!” (Psalm 147:5)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  After interpreting dreams for the baker (who was 

executed) and the cupbearer (who prospered but 
then forgot about Joseph), Joseph stayed in prison 
for two full years. 

•  The book of Genesis never mentions Pharaoh’s name, 
so scholars can only speculate as to which specific 
leader Joseph served. The Egyptians viewed Pharaoh 
as a god, so perhaps the author didn’t want to invoke 
the name of a false deity.

•  In ancient Egypt, dream interpretation was a big deal. 
Kingdoms developed entire guilds devoted to dream 
interpretation! However, Joseph never takes personal 
credit for his ability to explain Pharaoh’s dreams. In 
fact, he says, “It is beyond my power to do this…but 
God can tell you what it means.” 

•  Joseph’s job description might have been like a 
“Grand Vizier” or “Overseer of the Royal Estates,” 
something that non-Egyptians rarely held. And 
Joseph married into a powerful priestly family, 
furthering his influence in Egypt.

•  The meaning of Joseph’s new, Egyptian name is 
a mystery to Bible scholars. Some think it means 

“revealer of secrets,” while others believe it translates 
to “God speaks and he lives.” Others propose the 
meaning “he who is called Anakh” or “my provision is 
God, the living one.”

WHY IT MATTERS
To Joseph, 13 years may have felt long and…
well, pointless! Maybe it even felt like the 

“bad guys” had won. He’d been enslaved, 
falsely accused, imprisoned, and forgotten. 
Yet, with our perspective of the whole 
story, we can see God’s hand guiding each 
instance. Perhaps the kids at your VBS are 
in the middle of the hard part of the story—
the dark, difficult, despairing part. 

Today you can point to a bigger picture and 
perspective—God’s! Encourage kids and 
give them the hope that God is in charge. 
God commands every aspect of our lives, 
even when it seems as if things are out 
of control. 

God is in charge.
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Cliff yells “Um…hello? Help?” several times from offstage.

Leader:  Wait, do you guys hear anything? (Pause to listen.) That sounds like 
our friend Cliff Towers. I’d better go see what he needs!

Leader exits briefly, then returns leading a tied-up Cliff. He’s wrapped 
head-to-toe in rope.

Leader:  Wow, you were really stuck in those bushes and thorns! But this 
spot is clear. Why don’t you tell us what happened while I try to 
untangle you?

Leader works on untangling Cliff while he talks.

 Cliff:  Boy, you’re a lifesaver! First you help me build a shelter, then you 
rescue me! Are you sure you shouldn’t be doing a survival show? 
You can teach me everything you know!

Leader:  (Tugs at ropes, confused.) All I know right now is that this is a mess! 
What happened?

 Cliff:  Well, after working with you to build a shelter, I thought maybe I 
could learn to really do some of this nature stuff. I mean, when my 
producer finds out that I lied, he’s gonna be so mad! He’s in charge 
of the whole show, and he’ll fire me. But if I learn how to do stuff, I 
can still do my survival show. Right?

Leader:  (Still confused by all the knots and twisted rope.) Um…I think you 
have a lot of learning to do, Cliff.

Cliff Towers Skit 
Bible Point: God is in charge.

Props & Prep:

• costume for Cliff Towers

• long length of rope

HOT TIP

Wrap Cliff in a rope, with the 
end easily accessible to the 
Leader. This will allow the 
Leader to pull the rope and 

“unwind” it from Cliff.
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DAY 3
 Cliff:  (Unfazed) I thought I’d start by making a trap to catch a 

rabbit to keep as a pet. Then I wouldn’t be so lonely. There are 
jackrabbits all over the place out here—they’re so cute! How 
hard can it be, right?

Leader:  (Looking doubtful) Riiiiight...but they’re pretty fast. (Comes to a 
solution with the rope.) I think I’ve figured this out—let’s try this!

Leader pulls on rope and unwinds Cliff, making him spin around 
and around several times. He remains dizzy through the following 
explanation of trying to catch the rabbit.

 Cliff:  Thanks! So I made this rope trap that I could drop over a 
rabbit. (Grabs the pile of rope.) But as I ran after the rabbit, it 
kind of went like… (Clumsily “chases a rabbit,” then throws the 
rope up in the air, on top of himself.) Sort of like that. But worse. 
And part of the rope got stuck on that Joshua tree over there. 
(Points offstage.) They’re sharp! (Rubs his arm, then brightens.) 
Hey, I’m learning things already!

Leader:  (Shakes head.) Cliff, I’m not sure you can learn everything about 
wilderness survival in just a day or two. 

 Cliff:  But if the producer kicks me off the show, what am I gonna 
do? Everything is spinning out of control. (Pauses and shakes his 
head.) Or maybe I’m just dizzy…

Leader:  Look at it this way. Your producer is in charge of the show, but 
God is in charge (Awesome God!) of everything! God has a 
plan for you—even when things seem out of control. 

 Cliff:  So if I can’t learn everything in just a few days, God will still be 
in control of my life?

Leader:  Yep. And he loves you! God is in charge! (Awesome God!) You 
can trust that he’s got this!

 Cliff:  Okay. I’ll try to learn a few things while I’m here. Maybe it’ll be 
enough to help me keep my job. (Picks up rope.) I’ll work on a 
better rabbit trap. Or maybe an armadillo trap. They move a 
little slower.

Leader: You’re learning already, Cliff! See you around!

 Cliff exits.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. 
© 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com
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Day 3 Sing & Play Celebration 

Day 3 Supplies

 Day 3 Bible Point Poster*

  Day 3 Cliff Towers Skit script 
and props (optional)

 “ Mittens” image (from  
group.com/vbsTools)

 “ Sun Eye” image (from  
group.com/vbsTools)

 “ The Wave” image (from 
group.com/vbsTools)

• Glue Dots*

  God Sightings Cactus 
Flowers*

*available from group.com or your 
Group VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Download the “Mittens,” “Sun Eye,” and “The Wave” images 
from group.com/vbsTools, and add them to your media 
presentation.

Set the Day 3 Bible Point Poster up front.

Be sure you have enough Cactus Flowers prepped so each 
Crew Leader can add one to the set.

Thirty minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, begin playing 
the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. 

Five minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, gather Crew 
Leaders for a huddle and a prayer.

Welcome Crews
Welcome back! This vast, beautiful desert is a hot spot for 
celebrating God’s greatness! Let’s sing about that right now!

Lead everyone in singing “Monumental Love.” Words are on 
page 80.

Deserts like this are wide, rocky, and rugged. They can be 
hundreds of miles from a town or city. Long ago, people 
might’ve crossed a desert like this on a mule, on a horse, or in a 
covered wagon. 

Tell how you would cross a vast, rocky desert. Think of 
something creative, such as in a hot air balloon or on a 
skateboard (keeping to the highway, of course!). 

Track 1
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DAY 3
So what about you? In your Crew, talk about this:

How would you want to cross a desert like this? Why?

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD while Crews talk for 
about a minute. 

Turn off the music, sound the Rattler, and take a few responses 
from the audience.

No matter if you travel by [say a few of the ideas kids shared], 
God would be right with you. God is always watching over you 
because he loves you. Let’s sing!

Lead everyone in singing “Watching Over You.” Words are on 
page 87.

Share God Sightings®

It’s easy for us to forget that God is watching over everything 
we say and do, everywhere we go. But when we take the time 
to watch for evidence of God, it’s unmistakable! Yesterday I 
heard something that reminded me of God’s greatness. 

Share your own auditory God Sighting, such as laughter, 
thunder, or the ocean. 

As you share, add a God Sightings Cactus Flower to the set. 

What’s something you’ve heard that reminded you of God’s 
greatness? 

Crew Leaders, start by sharing your God “sounding”…I mean 
Sighting first. Then let Crew members tell about something 
they heard that reminded them of God’s greatness. Once all 
the Crew members have shared, Crew Leaders, hold up your 
hand so I know your Crew has finished sharing. 

After a minute, sound the Rattler. 

Take the microphone around the room, and let several willing 
children share their God Sightings.

Lead everyone in singing “Awesome God.” Words are on page 81. 
As you sing, Crew Leaders will add Cactus Flowers to the set.

 Track 8

Track 2
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Introduce the Bible Point 
Look around you at the set.

The towering rocks out here are called buttes (pronounced 
“byoots”). Explorers and people who live in the desert have 
given some of these landforms fun names.

Show the picture of “Mittens.”

What would you name these big rocks? What do they look like?

Take a few responses.

These are called Mittens, or Mitten Buttes. 

See if kids can see how the rock looks sort of like a mitten!

Show the “Sun Eye” image.

Ask kids to call out what the rock formation looks like.

This is called the Sun Eye. That totally makes sense! Now, I’m 
not sure who’s in charge of naming all these rocks, but let’s see 
how you’d do! I’ll show you one more group of rocks. With your 
Crew, come up with a name for the rock formation.

Photo copyright Getty Images/ Meinzahn

Photo copyright Getty Images/ powerofforever
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DAY 3
Show the image of “The Wave.”

Give Crews about a minute to come up with a name for the 
group of rocks.

Take the microphone around and let a few Crews report what 
they’d name it.

These rocks are called The Wave—they’re close to the border 
between Arizona and Utah. I liked the names you came up 
with…but apparently you weren’t in charge of naming rocks. 
That makes me wonder something.

What do you wish you could be in charge of? Call it out.

Take a few responses.

Our Bible Point today is God is in charge. (Awesome God!) 
Sometimes we wish we could take the lead and make the 
decisions. But God is so great—he’s in charge of everything. 
That doesn’t mean God is bossy or a bully. It means we can 
trust our awesome God to take care of all the details and 
plans. We don’t have to worry! I have a great song about 
just that!

Lead everyone in singing “You Are in Charge.” Words are on 
page 84.

 Track 5

Photo copyright Getty Images/ tiny-al 
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Meet Bible Memory Buddy® Howell
I wonder what Bible Memory Buddy will help us remember 
that God is in charge. (Awesome God!)

Play the “Day 3 Buddy Intro” from the Sing & Play Celebration 
Music DVD.

Ask a volunteer to hold up the poster of Howell. 

Howell is a wild canine who’s large and in charge…sort of! 
It’s good to know that we have a God who loves us and is in 
charge of things—especially when it seems like the world has 
gone wild! 

You’ll have a blast today exploring what that means for us 
every day.

Make announcements, remind Crews which groups they’re in, 
and ask a Prayer Person to pray. Play music from the Sing & 
Play Celebration Music CD as Crews exit.
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DAY 3
Day 3 Canyon Closing  

Day 3 Supplies

 Day 3 Bible Point Poster* 

  Cactus Cutout*

•  bowling ball (look at thrift 
stores)

• music stand

• tape

  heavy-duty screw-in eyelet

 drill

•  8-foot length of heavy-duty 
rope

  2 large carabiners

• two 6-foot ladders

• duct tape

• large broom stick or dowel

• bedsheet

*available from group.com or your 
Group VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…

Follow the instructions on page 48 to create the Problem 
Pendulum. Check out the video at group.com/vbsTools to see 
this in action!

Tape the Cactus Cutout to the music stand. Adjust the height 
of the stand so it’s about 3-4 feet tall. 

Set the pendulum onstage. Pull the bowling ball toward you 
so the string is taut and the ball is about waist level. Place the 
music stand right where the bowling ball is (this helps you find 
the right distance to place the cactus). Set the ball back down, 
and cover the pendulum with a bedsheet. 

Ask the VBS Director to take part in the experiment. Have him 
or her preselect two friends or family members to help when 
called upon during the experiment.
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Ask two assistants to help during the experiment. They’ll need to 
stand on the ladders and help hold the broom handle in place.

Practice the whole experiment ahead of time with 
everyone involved. (Be sure to re-hide the contraption under the 
bedsheet!)

Review the day with your teenage assistants so they know when 
to help lead singing and assist with media needs. 

Several minutes before Canyon Closing is scheduled to start, 
begin playing the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD.

Welcome Kids
Lead everyone in singing “God Is Always With Us.” Words are on 
page 82.

Welcome to Day 3 of Canyon Closing, all you desert dwellers! I 
hope you had mountains of fun today! Call out something fun 
that happened today.

Pause while kids call out. 

Wait, what? You’re all talking at once! Let’s all do the same 
thing—clap and stomp your feet to celebrate all the fun you 
had today! 

Join in the stomping and clapping.

Draw attention back to yourself.

Watch the Spotlight Show
Let’s watch our Spotlight show to see the epic, vast, amazing 
stuff you explored today! 

Play the show.

It looks like your day was totally worth all that clapping and 
stomping! From what I saw onscreen, it looks like God had 
monumental things in store for Joseph. Our God is great! Let’s 
sing about that!

Lead kids in singing “How Great Is Our God.” Words are on 
page 88.

Watch Out-of-Control Problems
Today you’ve explored what it means that God is in charge. 
(Awesome God!) Now, if you’re honest, maybe you don’t want 
someone always in charge. I mean… (whisper) it’s kind of fun to 
be out of control sometimes. I’ll give you 15 free seconds to yell, 
wiggle, wave, and jump like you’re out of control. Ready? Go!

Track 3

Track 9
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DAY 3
After 15 seconds, sound the Rattler and have kids sit down.

Say one word that tells what that felt like. 

Take the microphone around and get responses, repeating them 
into the microphone. 

We may feel like it would be more [say some of the words kids 
shared] if grown-ups, parents, teachers, or babysitters weren’t in 
charge. But if no one was in charge, things could get scary.

Motion to the covered pendulum.

I’ve brought a crazy contraption to help us explore this a little 
more. I need my assistants to come up and help me with this 
experiment.

Assistants will remove the sheet to reveal the Problem Pendulum.

They can then stand on the ladders and hold each end of the 
broomstick that’s duct-taped to the ladders.

This is my Problem Pendulum. A pendulum is something that’s 
attached to a fixed point. God’s laws of gravity make it swing 
back and forth.

Let the bowling ball swing gently back and forth. 

Lift the bowling ball to show how heavy it is.

Sometimes our problems feel heavy—things like scary news, 
bullies, or the unknown future. And sometimes those things feel 
like they’re coming at us…nonstop. Watch.

Show the cactus you’ve attached to the music stand. Hold the 
bowling ball to the cactus.

Push the ball so it swings back farther than its starting point, 
knocking into the cactus. (It’s important to push the ball, not just 
let it go.)

Sometimes problems seem out of control—they come at us and 
threaten to hurt us. Think of something in your life that feels out 
of control.

Share your own example, such as scary news headlines or news of 
someone who’s very sick.

As you share, have an assistant pick up the cactus and reposition 
it in its original spot.

But God is in charge. (Awesome God!) We can trust him. 
Sometimes we just have to be still and trust in God’s power to 
see what he will do.

Pick up the ball again, extending it toward the cactus.

This time, simply let go of the ball—don’t push it! The ball will 
swing back and fall just short of hitting the cactus.

HOT TIP

The pendulum uses energy 
and motion. If you hold the 
bowling ball to the target 
and just let go, the ball will 
return only to its starting 
point and not go beyond. If 
you add energy by pushing 
the ball (like you’re pushing 
a child on a swing), the ball 
will swing back farther than 
its starting point, hitting 
the target.
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Call Up the VBS Director
It’s easy to say we trust in God. But actually standing still and 
letting God be in charge can be hard. I want you to hold on to 
God, trusting his plans, when you go home, too. So let’s try this 
experiment with a real person.

Call on the VBS Director to come forward. Direct this next 
statement to him or her.

You saw what happened to the cactus, didn’t you? So…do 
you trust me to be in charge and take care of you for this 
experiment?

The VBS Director can respond with something like “I’m very 
nervous. But I’ve known you for several years. I know you’re my 
friend. You wouldn’t do anything to hurt me.”

Let’s try it!

Pick up the bowling ball, and hold it up to the VBS Director’s face.

Let go of the ball (don’t push it). It will come back just short of its 
starting point.

The VBS Director should try to stand still but then back away 
as the ball comes toward him or her. (This will likely be a natural 
response anyway!)

When things are coming at you, it’s hard to trust that God is in 
charge! (Awesome God!) Sometimes you might need some help 
remembering that.

Let the VBS Director call up a few friends, family members, or 
staff members to stand with him or her.

They can stand on either side and hold hands or place their 
hands on the Director’s back.

Okay, let’s remind [name] of our awesome God.

Lead kids in chanting “Awesome God!” as an encouragement.

Bring the ball forward again and simply let go of it. (Remember, 
don’t push it—if you do, it will come back farther than its 
starting point.)
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DAY 3
Your VBS Director will stand strong! Thank everyone for helping, 
and let the VBS Director exit.

When problems seem out of control, coming toward us 
and making us feel afraid, remember that God is in charge. 
(Awesome God!) We can trust his power and love to be with us 
and take care of us. Let’s sing about that!

Lead kids in singing “You Are in Charge.” Words are on page 84. 

Highlight God Sightings and Operation Kid-to-Kid
God is in control of our world, and he welcomes us to have a part 
in his amazing plans! You’re doing that right now with Operation 
Kid-to-Kid! When you give to this project, you’ll help kids on 
Native American reservations have the important school tools 
they need to succeed. Thanks! You’re being God Sightings to kids, 
teachers, and families. You are getting to be part of God’s plan! 

When you leave here today, remember to look for God 
Sightings—they’re ways God is working all around us! And bring 
in your donations for Operation Kid-to-Kid so we can be God 
Sightings, too! All the praise for every good thing we see goes 
straight to God.

Lead kids in singing “Every Praise.” Words are on page 83.

Close the Day
Thanks for making this trek terrific! There’s more fun to explore 
tomorrow! Before we say goodbye, Schedule Supervisors, help 
your Crew Leaders collect the name badges and put them all 
in your Crew bags. And, kids, be sure to take home your Coyote 
Cruisers from Imagination Station. 

Allow at least a solid minute for these final wrap-up details. 

When Crews have finished collecting name badges and Bible 
Memory Buddies, have Crew Leaders raise their hands so you can 
have a visual of who’s finished and who needs more time. 

Direct Crew Leaders to leave their Crew bags next to their Crew 
signs at the end of each VBS day.

Then make announcements, ask a Prayer Person to pray, and 
invite parents or babysitters to come forward to get their children. 

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as parents come to 
pick up their children. 

Thank God for an awesome third day at Monumental!

Track 5

 Track 4
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1. Drill an appropriate-size hole in the ball. 

2. Screw in the eyelet.

3.  Tie one end of the rope into the eyelet using an improved 
clinch knot.

4. Tie the other end of the rope onto a large carabiner.

5. Set two ladders about 3 feet apart.

6.  Attach the second carabiner to the broomstick, then duct 
tape the broomstick over the top of the two ladders.

7. Clip the two carabiners together.

8.  Adjust the length of the rope so the ball hangs about 5 
inches off the floor. Cut off any extra rope. 

HOT TIP

Visit group.com/vbsTools 
to see how to make the 
Problem Pendulum and to 
see it in action!

Making the Problem Pendulum 

•  bowling ball (check 
thrift stores)

  heavy-duty screw-in eyelet

  drill with bit that’s the same 
shank size as the eyelet 
screw

• two 6-foot ladders

  8-foot length of 
heavy-duty rope

 2 large carabiners 

• duct tape

• broomstick or dowel
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Use their senses to 
experience how Jesus 
saved the entire world 
through his power 
and love. 

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 4 Bible Point and 

verse, and meet Bible Memory 
Buddy Rollo.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Encourage Cliff Towers when he 

feels too weak to do what’s right.

Imagination 
Station
Craft an Ink-n-Shrink 
Wristband that goes 
from wimpy to wow...with 
just a little heat!

KidVid™ Cinema
Fabio faced a scary 
hurricane, but he knows 
God is even stronger than 
the big storm.

Canyon Closing
Take part in a jaw-
dropping drama about 
Jesus’ awesome power 
over death!

Oasis Tastes
Cactus Spears

Hula Hoop-deo Cottontail Racers Splash Down Volleyball

Bible Verse: “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from  
God’s love.” (Romans 8:38)

Bible Story: Jesus dies and comes back to life. (Luke 23–24:12)

DAY 4: God is stronger than anything.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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Bible Story: Jesus dies and comes back to life.  
(Luke 23–24:12)

Bible Verse: “And I am convinced that nothing can 
ever separate us from God’s love.” (Romans 8:38)

CONSIDER THIS:
•   The Romans reserved crucifixion for criminals without 

Roman citizenship. Usually only slaves, rebels, and the 
worst political offenders received such a gruesome 
sentence. This horrible public punishment was meant 
to deter crime throughout the empire. 

•  After being cruelly beaten, Jesus was forced by 
guards to carry one of the beams of the cross, a 
common practice in Bible times. Jesus carried this 
beam about a third of a mile, and the wood beam 
could have weighed as much as 125 pounds.

•  Jesus tells the thief, “I assure you, today you will be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). The word paradise 
is used only three times in the New Testament  
(2 Corinthians 12:4 and Revelation 2:7). Some  
scholars believe the word refers to a place of  
rest between death and resurrection. 

•  Jesus cried out, “Father, I entrust my spirit into your 
hands!” (Luke 23:46), which is from Psalm 31:5. During 
Jesus’ time, Jews used this verse as an evening prayer 
before they went to sleep. What beautiful words for 
Jesus as he voluntarily gave up his life, and what a 
beautiful prayer for us today to surrender each day 
to him! 

•  The Bible records at least eight other individuals 
who came to life after death—not including the 
many after Jesus’ death (Matthew 27:52-53). God’s 
power, not their own power, raised all eight of these 
people. God restored these individuals temporarily to 
their earthly lives, and later they all died again. Jesus’ 
resurrection is unique! His resurrection came from 
God’s power…and Jesus is the only one who never 
died again!

WHY IT MATTERS
Kids live in a world of bigger, better, stronger, 
faster. Whether it’s computer speed, the 
most popular athlete, or the latest superhero, 
they’re enamored by power. Yet, in reality, 
death is the strongest, most final thing any 
of us face. Well…until Jesus! Today isn’t just 
about pointing to God’s power to create 
mighty mountains or spectacular seas. The 
greatest picture of God’s power is the way he 
conquered death, out of his unfathomable 
love for us. Share this message with joy and 
hope, giving kids the good news that we can 
live eternally because nothing—not even 
death—is stronger than our great God!

God is stronger than anything.
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DAY 4

Props & Prep:

• costume for Cliff Towers

• “ cactus hat” (Poke toothpicks 
into one side of a hiking 
hat, then break off the 
toothpicks inside so Cliff can 
wear it more comfortably.)

• cloth bandages

Leader:  I wonder how our friend Cliff Towers is doing. Last we saw him, he 
was trying to learn some survival skills for his show. I wonder if—

  Cliff enters, wearing his cactus hat. His hands are wrapped in the cloth 
bandages. He’s hobbling as if his feet hurt. Every time he turns his head, 
he winces.

 Cliff:  Did I hear someone say my name? I was hoping to find you all here! 
I actually left my shelter two hours ago, but it’s just taken me a long 
time to walk here. 

Leader:  Cliff, what’s wrong? You look like you’re in a lot of pain. (Looking 
closely at hat) What is that…are those…(touches one of the toothpicks) 
cactus thorns? 

 Cliff:  Yep—so be careful! Some desert animal ate a hole in my hat—
maybe it was my pet armadillo. Anyway, I’m trying to get into this 
desert survival thing, so I used cactus thorns as safety pins to fix it. 

Leader: That’s clever, but…doesn’t it hurt? 

 Cliff:  (Wincing and with a squeak in his voice) You have no idea. I also used 
them to fix the holes in my socks. So…pretty much every time I take 
a step, a thorn is jabbing into my foot. (Tries to smile through the pain 
and makes a funny face.) Desert survival is fun. 

Leader:  (Looking at Cliff’s bandage-covered fingers) And look what it did to 
your hands! Why would you want to wear such a painful hat—
or socks?

 Cliff:  Well, my new plan is to just live out here. Forever. I made a bed of 
tumbleweeds, and I’m trying to convince myself that the leaves 
from the bushes near the river taste exactly like french fries. (Rubs his 
stomach unconvincingly.) Yummmm.

Cliff Towers Skit 
Bible Point: God is stronger than anything. 
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Leader:  I thought you were going to learn survival skills just for your 
show, not so you could live out here forever!

 Cliff:  That was my plan. But the only thing I’ve learned is that I’m 
terrible at survival! (Holds up hands, as if showing proof.) I mean, 
look at me! I’m going to have to tell the truth—I’ve been lying 
all along, and I can’t do the show. The producer will yell at 
me. Fans will laugh at me. My mom will send me to my room. 
(Slumps, dejected.) If I just stay here, I won’t have to tell the 
truth. I’m just not strong enough to do that.

Leader:  Cliff, it’s going to be okay. Here, let’s take off your hat. 
(Carefully helps him take off the poky hat.) Now sit down and 
take off those socks, too! 

Cliff sits down and takes off his shoes and socks. As he does, the 
Leader continues.

Leader:  When we’re not strong enough to do something hard, it’s good 
to remember that God is stronger than anything. (Awesome 
God!) God is stronger than our fear, our sins, and even death! 
We can ask for God to give us his strength to do hard things.

 Cliff:  So God can give me his strength to tell the truth…no matter 
what happens?

Leader:  Yep! (Motions to kids.) And your friends and I will be right here 
to help you, too!

 Cliff:  (Standing) Wow! That does make me feel awesome—well, that 
and the fact that cactus thorns aren’t impaled in my feet 
anymore. (Jumps up and dances around.) Woo-hoo! Okay, I can 
do this! Thanks for pointing me (picks up hat and points to the 
thorns, making a joke) in the right direction.

Leader: (Rolling eyes at Cliff’s joke) We’re sticking with you, Cliff! ’Bye!

 Cliff exits.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. 
© 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com
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DAY 4
Day 4 Sing & Play Celebration 

Day 4 Supplies

 Day 4 Bible Point Poster*

•  Day 4 Cliff Towers Skit script 
and props (optional)

 “ Valley of Rocks” image (from 
group.com/vbsTools)

  God Sightings Cactus 
Flowers*

 Glue Dots*

*available from group.com or your 
Group VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Download the “Valley of Rocks” image from group.com/
vbsTools, and add it to your media presentation.

Set the Day 4 Bible Point Poster up front.

Be sure you have enough God Sightings Cactus Flowers 
prepped so each Crew Leader can add one.

Review the day with your assistants so they know when to help 
lead singing and assist with media needs.

Thirty minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, begin playing 
the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. 

Five minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, gather with 
Crew Leaders for a huddle and a prayer. 

Welcome Kids 
Welcome back to Monumental! We’re gearing up for another 
rockin’ day! Let’s start the fun by singing “Monumental Love.”

Lead everyone in singing “Monumental Love.” Words are on 
page 80.

We’ve been imagining what it’s like to be on a big, adventure-
filled expedition through a vast and beautiful desert. 
Sometimes people visit the desert on a long road trip. That 
makes me wonder something. Usually, people go on a road 
trip with their families. But who else would be fun to have 
along on a road trip through the desert?

 Track 1
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Give your own example. It could be a friend, a superhero, a 
cartoon character, or a Bible character. Be sure to tell why you’d 
want that person on a trip with you.

Now it’s your turn! Who would you want in the car on a long 
road trip, and why?

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD while kids share in 
their Crews. After about a minute, sound the Rattler and take a 
few responses from the audience. 

Hold up your Bible. 

Today we’re talking about God’s Son, Jesus. Jesus is the best 
friend we can ever have. He’s always with us, has God’s great 
power, and loves us no matter what! We have a song that lets 
us praise God with everything we’ve got.

Lead everyone in singing “Every Praise.” Words are on page 83.

Share God Sightings®

Usually you think of the desert as being hot—like a summer 
day. But let’s think of other seasons for a minute. We can see 
great things God has done and created in fall, spring, and 
winter, too! 

Share a God Sighting you see in other seasons, such as seeds 
starting to bloom, snow, or fall leaves. 

As you share, add a Cactus Flower to the set.

Crew Leaders, tell about something from a different season 
that shows you a characteristic of God—something God 
would do. Then go around your Crew and let each Crew 
member share. You have 60 seasonal seconds! 

Allow a minute, and then take the microphone around the 
room and let several willing children share their seasonal 
God Sightings.

God created a universe with really fun seasons. As things grow 
and change, we can see our unchanging God who loves us! 
Let’s celebrate our awesome God by singing “Awesome God.”

Lead everyone in singing “Awesome God.” Words are on 
page 81. 

Crew Leaders will add Cactus Flowers to the set while kids sing.

Track 4

Track 2
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DAY 4
Learn the Bible Point
Motion to the set.

Our desert is coming to life! Places like the Grand Canyon and 
Monument Valley are some of God’s most awesome creations. 
God used wind and water to carve these cool canyons 
and cliffs!

Show the “Valley of Rocks” image.

The Navajo people have lived in this area for centuries. In their 
language, this place is called “The Valley of Rocks.” Can you 
see why? Those big chunks of sandstone are the strongest 
things in the valley! As God wore away everything around 
them, they stayed there—standing strong. 

Later you’ll hear a true story about God’s strength—the most 
powerful force anywhere! Today we’ll discover that God is 
stronger than anything. (Awesome God!) Nothing can separate 
us from God’s love. I have a song that celebrates that!

Lead everyone in singing “Nothing That Can Separate Me.” 
Words are on page 86. 

 Track 7

Photo copyright Getty Images/ Bill_Vorasate
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Meet Bible Memory Buddy® Rollo
God is stronger than anything. (Awesome God!) Hmm…I 
wonder who will help us remember that. Let’s find out!

Play the “Day 4 Buddy Intro” from the Sing & Play Celebration 
Music DVD.

Ask a volunteer to hold up the poster of Rollo. 

Rollo is an armadillo with a tough, strong shell! Show me your 
armadillo shell! 

Demonstrate wrapping your arms around yourself to make 
a “shell.” 

Rollo has a tough exterior that can remind us of God’s 
strength—it’s like no other. And like Rollo’s armor protects him, 
God’s love and forgiveness protect us in a special way! You’re 
going to explore just how awesome God’s power is!

Make announcements, and then ask a Prayer Person to pray. 

Play music from the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as 
Crews exit.
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DAY 4
Day 4 Canyon Closing  

Day 4 Supplies

 Day 4 Bible Point Poster*

 Shine On Lightbulb*

  inexpensive table lamp (from 
a thrift store)

  God Sightings Cactus 
Flowers*

• table

• extension cords, if necessary

 small hatchet

• cutting board

 glow sticks* (1 per child)

•  resealable plastic bags 
(1 per Crew)

•  bucket or basket to hold 
bags of glow sticks

• cloth to cover bucket

• wet wipe

 heavy work glove

•  Bible-times costume  
for “Jesus”

• volunteer to portray Jesus

  Bible marked at  
Genesis 1:1, 3-4; John 8:12

*available from group.com or your 
Group VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Screw the Shine On Lightbulb into the table lamp. Remove the 
lamp shade. 

Set the lamp on a table, along with a cutting board. Tuck a 
wet wipe under the edge of the cutting board, so the person 
playing Jesus can dampen a finger on it. Place a heavy-duty 
work glove near the cutting board.

Plug in the cord for the lamp. Turn on the lamp and allow it to 
charge. Most intelligent emergency bulbs need to charge for at 
least a half hour before they’ll light up when disconnected.

WHAT WE FOUND

We found it was helpful to 
get a second lamp. That way 
our leader could practice and 
would know how hard to 
chop the cord.
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Run through the simple drama with the person portraying 
Jesus. Be sure he’s practiced dampening his finger with a wet 
wipe, then touching the bottom and sides of the bulb to make 
it light. 

Break the glow sticks to start them glowing. (Depending on the 
type of glow sticks you get, most will stay lit for a minimum of 
four hours.) Put six glow sticks into a resealable bag (make one 
bag per Crew). Put all the bags into a bucket or basket. Cover 
the bucket with a cloth to hide the glow sticks.

Review the day with your teenage assistants so they know 
when to help lead singing and assist with media needs. 

Several minutes before Canyon Closing is scheduled to start, 
begin playing the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. This will 
create a fun and inviting atmosphere as Crews enter your area.

Watch the Spotlight Show
Welcome Crews and lead them in singing “You Are in Charge” 
to begin your Canyon Closing. Words are on page 84.

I’m super excited to see our spectacular Spotlight VBS show. 
Who do you think will be in the spotlight today? Let’s find out!

Play the Spotlight VBS show that was prepared during the day. 
After a round of applause, move on to a quick review of the day.

Review and Sing
Today you discovered that God is stronger than anything. 
(Awesome God!)

Point to the Bible Point Poster of Rollo. 

Our Bible Memory Buddy Rollo is an armadillo with a strong, 
sturdy shell to keep him safe. Rollo’s armor reminds us that 
God’s power protects us like nothing else—because God made 
a way for us to live forever! Nothing can separate you from 
God’s mighty love!

Lead everyone in singing “Nothing That Can Separate Me.” 
Words are on page 86.

God’s Love Shines
That song is from a Bible verse that tells us nothing can 
separate us from God’s love. God’s love for you is part of who 
God is. Let’s explore a little more about this monumental God 
who loves us!

Track 5

Track 7
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DAY 4
If possible, dim the lights during this segment so the light from 
the bulb really stands out.

God is awesome and powerful. He’s the creator of everything 
we see. God is even the creator of light!

Read aloud Genesis 1:1, 3-4.

Turn on the lamp.

God’s Son, Jesus, said he is the light of the world!

Read aloud John 8:12.

When he lived on earth, Jesus shone God’s love, power, and 
truth. He healed, fed, and forgave people. People cheered and 
celebrated Jesus as a gift from God!

Jesus’ Light Lives!
But other people thought Jesus lied. They arrested Jesus, broke 
his body, and crucified him on a cross. That day, Jesus died.

Pull the cord from its socket and hold it up.

Death is final—the end. Game over.

Put the work glove on the hand that you use to hold the cord. 
Lay the unplugged cord on the cutting board and cut it once 
with the hatchet. (The sound of the hatchet is a powerful 
reminder of Jesus being nailed to the cross.) 

Hold up the two pieces of the cord.

Jesus’ friends couldn’t fix it—they couldn’t undo it. It’s over. 
Done.

Try holding the two pieces of cord together again. Point out that 
the light is still dark.

Hold up the broken cord.

You know, this reminds me of my friendship with God 
sometimes. I break it. I might tell a lie. I might act selfishly. I 
might even say I don’t love God. 

It’s broken—unfixable. Nothing in my power can mend a broken 
friendship like that. God says the payment for sin…is death.

“Jesus” enters from the side of the stage. He takes the cords from 
you and sets them down. 

Jesus unscrews the lightbulb from its stand. As he does, he 
should touch his fingers to the wet wipe. (This bit of moisture 
ensures that the bulb lights.)

When Jesus holds the sides and bottom of the bulb, it will light 
again without any cord or attachment. Be sure a dampened 
finger is touching the bottom of the bulb.

HOT TIP

Be sure to read the passages 
from the Bible so kids make 
the connection that these 
words come from Scripture. 
Take your time reading them 
aloud with emotion!

WHAT WE FOUND

We discovered that people 
have different amounts 
of moisture in their skin. 
Some people can touch 
the bulb and it lights right 
away. Others, with drier skin, 
needed to brush their fingers 
on a wet wipe to make it 
light up.
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Everyone thought death was the end of Jesus. But God has 
power no one could imagine. God is stronger than sin…even 
stronger than death. God’s monumental love meant he gave 
up his Son’s life. He did that for each of you. Jesus’ power over 
death is there for each of us.

Jesus will set the bulb down and pick up the bucket of 
glow sticks. 

Crew Leaders, come forward to get glow sticks. Hand one to 
each child in your Crew and say, “[Name], God’s powerful love 
is for you!”

Demonstrate with one of your assistants, then ask Crew 
Leaders to come forward.

While Crew Leaders affirm kids and hand out the glow sticks, 
play the instrumental track of “How Great Is Our God.”

When you can see that everyone has a glow stick, turn down 
the instrumental version.

Lead everyone in singing “How Great Is Our God,” holding their 
glow sticks high. Words are on page 88.

Jesus can exit as you sing.

Dear God, your love is stronger than anything. You sent your 
Son, Jesus, to show that love through his death. Jesus showed 
your power by his life! And now we can live as your children—
loved, with a hope and promise of life forever. Thank you! We 
love you! Help us shine that love and power in all we do! Amen.

Lead a Light Show
The glowy stuff in the glow sticks will fade away—because only 
God can last forever! So let’s use these bright lights to celebrate 
one more way.

Jesus didn’t just die to pay for our sins, right here in this room. 
He paid the price for everyone in the whole world—that’s how 
monumentally huge God’s love is! 

If we were way out in the desert, we’d get to see an amazing 
light show put on by God—stars, galaxies, and shooting stars. 
Let’s make our own light show!

Lead the audience in doing a “light wave.”

As you motion from right to left across the room, kids and Crew 
Leaders will quickly stand up and raise their lights, then sit down. 

Try it once, silently, then a second time with everyone shouting 
“Awesome!” as they stand up.

 Then lead Crews in singing “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” Words are 
on page 85.

Track 18

Track 9

Track 6
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DAY 4
Remember Operation Kid-to-Kid 
God empowers us to shine his love everywhere we go! You’re 
doing that this week as you bring in donations for Operation 
Kid-to-Kid! Kids living on Native American reservations will be 
able to have the things they need for school—thanks to your 
help! Your service shines bright, so let’s do all we can to help.

Close the Day
It’s time to wrap up our adventures for today. But don’t 
worry—there’s more excitement and surprise tomorrow.

Before we say goodbye, Kit Carriers, help your Crew Leaders 
collect the name badges and Bible Memory Buddies and put 
them all in your Crew bag. And, kids, be sure to take home your 
Ink-n-Shrink Wristbands from Imagination Station. 

Allow at least a solid minute for these final wrap-up details. 

When Crews have finished collecting name badges and Bible 
Memory Buddies, have Crew Leaders raise their hands so you 
can have a visual of who’s finished and who needs more time. 

Direct Crew Leaders to leave their Crew bags next to their 
Crew signs at the end of each VBS day.

Then make announcements, ask a Prayer Person to pray, and 
invite parents or babysitters to come forward to get their 
children. Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as parents 
come to pick up their children. 

Thank God for an awesome fourth day at Monumental!

Helping Children Follow Jesus
During the week, if you sense that a child might like to know more about 
what it means to believe in Jesus, give this simple explanation: 
God loves us so much that he sent his Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for us. 
Jesus died and took the punishment for all the wrong things we do. But 
Jesus is stronger than death, and he came back to life! Jesus wants to be 
our friend forever. When we ask him to, he’ll take away the wrong things 
we’ve done and fill our lives with his love. Jesus will always be with us and 
will help us make the right choices. When we believe in Jesus and ask him 
to forgive us, someday we’ll live with him forever in heaven.
Be sure to share the news of the child’s spiritual development with his or 
her parent(s).
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Meet a servant in 
Pharaoh’s palace who 
guides kids in the 
amazing drama of 
Joseph’s miraculous 
family reunion!

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 5 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Jet.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Celebrate with Cliff as he pre-

pares to launch a new—and 
improved—TV show!

Imagination 
Station
Hop into the science 
behind a Jumping 
Jet, then discover 
the surprising way 
God makes desert 
flowers bloom.

KidVid™ Cinema
Riley makes and sells hair 
scrunchies to buy gifts 
that surprise hurting kids 
at a children’s hospital.

Canyon Closing
See a surprising, color-
changing experiment 
that celebrates God’s 
great surprises!

Oasis Tastes
Rockin’ Wraps

Speedy Scavengers Foot Ball Pass Ice Cube Dash

Bible Verse: “Come and see what our God has done, what awesome miracles he 
performs for people!” (Psalm 66:5)

Bible Story: Joseph reunites with his family. (Genesis 42–45)

DAY 5: God is surprising.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec

62



DAY 5

Bible Story: Joseph reunites with his family.  
(Genesis 42–45)

Bible Verse: “Come and see what our God has 
done, what awesome miracles he performs for  
people!” (Psalm 66:5)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  Egyptian farmers relied on the annual flooding 

of the Nile River. The floodwaters deposited rich, 
black soil on the banks of the Nile, where farmers 
planted their crops. Without the floods, famine 
would be imminent. This famine was so severe, so 
far-reaching, that people in Canaan (200 miles 
away) felt it, too.

•  How could Joseph’s brothers not recognize him? 
Twenty-one years had passed since they’d sold 
him into slavery, and Joseph had only been a 
teenager at that time. Plus, it’s likely that Joseph 
had adopted the clean-shaven appearance 
common to Egyptians.

•  Scripture isn’t clear why Joseph seems to 
manipulate his brothers so much. Perhaps it’s 
simply because he’s human and overwhelmed 
with emotion. Or he wants them to stick around 
for a while so he can decide what to do.

•  The silver cup Joseph placed in Benjamin’s grain 
sack was traditionally used for divination—or 
telling the future.

•  The first mention of carts in the Bible is in this 
passage—when Pharaoh sent them to help 
Jacob’s family move from Canaan to Egypt.

God is surprising.

WHY IT MATTERS
What surprises us never surprises God! Our great 
God—full of love, joy, and hope—continually lavishes 
surprises on us. Kids often think of surprises as big, 
noisy, exciting events. Today is a great opportunity 
to help kids remember that small moments can be 
full of surprise, too. Some may be as big as Joseph’s 
long-lost family showing up one day. Other times, a 
surprisingly vivid sunrise might take our breath away. 
Wrap up your week by celebrating all of God’s good 
surprises—big and small—as gifts from a loving, 
faithful God.
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Leader:  Wow, it’s our last day, and I still haven’t seen Cliff Towers around. He 
was trying to be brave enough to tell his producer that he isn’t a real 
survival expert. I wonder—

 Cliff enters, filming himself with the phone on a selfie stick, similar to 
Day 1 entrance.

 Cliff: (To camera) Cliff Towers here in the vast, untamed, brutal desert. On 
this week’s episode I’ll show you how to—

 Cliff trips over a rock or part of set, falling and dropping the stick. Leader 
rushes over to help.

Leader: Cliff, are you okay?

 Cliff:  (Picking up selfie stick) Of course! I meant to do that. Now get off 
camera while I finish. (Leader moves out of camera range, puzzled. 
Cliff continues, speaking to the camera.) As you can tell, this desert is 
filled with dangers…dangers that I—Cliff Towers—am completely 
unprepared to face. Because I’m just like you. I know nothing. On this 
week’s episode, let’s figure out together how…to…survive! (Turns off 
camera and turns to Leader.)

Leader:  I’m so confused! Yesterday you were thinking of moving to the 
desert to avoid your producer. Today it looks like you’re making your 
show…sort of.

 Cliff:  (Happily) I am! After talking to you yesterday, I gathered up all 
my strength and called the producer. He was kind of mad at first, 
but then—I was totally surprised—he came up with a new idea! 
He wants me to do the show as…well, as me. A regular guy who 
knows nothing about surviving. I can bring some supplies, and I’ll be 
learning how to do stuff…right along with viewers at home.

Cliff Towers Skit 
Bible Point: God is surprising. 

Props & Prep:

• costume for Cliff Towers

• selfie stick

• cellphone or camera 

•  box of “survival supplies” 
such as rope, hammer, nails, 
box of granola bars, water 
bottle
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DAY 5
Leader:  Wow—that is a surprise! Won’t it be dangerous, though?

 Cliff:  Nope. He’s sending a crew of experts to help me. Kind of the 
way you helped me figure things out. (Looks at his watch or the 
time on his phone.) They should be here pretty soon, so I should 
go meet the helicopter.

Leader:  That’s so cool, Cliff! Life is full of surprises because God is 
surprising. (Awesome God!) God’s love is monumental—he 
loves giving his children good, surprising things!

 Cliff:  This is an awesome surprise, for sure! I never imagined I could 
keep doing what I love—as me! No more pretending. (Reaches 
behind prop to pull out his box of survival supplies.) And I don’t 
have to hide this anymore. God is so great! (Snaps his fingers, 
with an idea.) Hey! Maybe I can include that in my show!

Leader:  Wow—that would be amazing! Getting to talk about God’s 
greatness, as you explore the world he made!

 Cliff:  This surprise keeps getting better and better! Thanks for 
helping me out. I’ll be sure to give you (to kids) and all my new 
friends a big shout out on my first show! Gotta run—I have so 
much to do and learn! 

 Cliff exits, running with his box full of stuff.

Leader:  (Waving) ’Bye, Cliff! Remember to watch out for all the (crash 
offstage and loud “ouch!”)…cactus plants. (To kids) I’m excited 
for Cliff—God definitely surprised him with something great! 
Let’s sing about God’s greatness now!

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. 
© 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com
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Day 5 Sing & Play Celebration 

Day 5 Supplies

  spray bottles filled with 
water 

 “ Snowy Monument Valley” 
image from  
group.com/vbsTools

 Days 1–5 Bible Point Posters*

• Glue Dots*

God Sightings Cactus 
Flowers*

•  Day 5 Cliff Towers Skit script 
and props (optional) 

*available from group.com or your 
Group VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Review the day with your teenage assistants so they know 
when to help lead singing and assist with media needs.

Tell your assistants when to spray Crews during “Ride the 
Rapids.” Be sure the spray bottles are set to “stream” so they 
can reach more kids.

Download “Snowy Monument Valley” image, and add it to your 
media presentation.

Set the Day 5 Bible Point Poster up front.

Prep God Sightings Cactus Flowers so each Crew Leader can 
add one to the set.

Choose four volunteers who will help hold the Bible Point 
Posters and call out the Bible Points during your review.

Thirty minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, begin playing 
the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. 

Five minutes before VBS is scheduled to start, gather with 
Crew Leaders for a huddle and a prayer. 

Welcome Kids 
Welcome to our last day at Monumental, where we’re 
celebrating God’s greatness! Let’s sing “Monumental Love” to 
kick off our last time together. Your awesome voices will let 
everyone know that Sing & Play Celebration is beginning.

Lead everyone in singing “Monumental Love.” Words are on 
page 80.Track 1
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DAY 5
Ride the Rapids
Lots of deserts like this have wet, winding rivers that curve 
through the dry land. Not only are these important for the 
animals who live here, but they’re pretty fun for people like us 
to explore. One thing people like to do on a river like this is go 
white water rafting! That’s where you and a few people jump 
in a raft and work together to get through the fast, bumpy 
parts. Let’s have fun and see what that’s like.

Guide kids to pretend their Crew is on a raft.

Kids will follow your lead, doing the actions with you as you 
pretend you’re all on a crazy white water rafting trip together.

Lead kids through the following actions. Begin slowly with 
a “slow current” of water, then speed up your actions as the 

“current” gets wilder.

 Paddle nice and gently. Get out there into the water. (Pretend 
to hold an oar and paddle a raft.)

Oh, we’re going too far to the right—paddle a few times on 
the right side. (Paddle on the right side.)

That’s better—oh, there’s a low branch. Duck! (Duck down.)

Hmm, the current is picking up. Paddle a little faster. 
(Paddle faster.)

Wait, there’s a big rock! We have to paddle on the left and lean 
left to get around it! (Paddle left and lean way to the left.)

Now we’re heading into the rapids! The river drops down a 
small waterfall. Arms up! (Raise “paddle” overhead.)

Oh no! The current is too strong for paddles! Toss them 
overboard and hold on! (Toss your “paddle” aside and pretend to 
hold on to the sides of the raft.)

We’re going over rocks. (Move up and down, as if the river 
is bumpy.)

We’re losing control! The raft is spinning! (Spin in a circle.)

We’re tipping! Get ready for a splash! (This is the cue for 
assistants to spray everyone.)

Sound your Rattler and have kids sit down.

That was surprising! Was it a good surprise or a bad surprise? 
Why?

Take a few responses from the audience, repeating them into 
the microphone.

Well, never say the desert is a boring place to explore! It’s full 
of surprises. Let’s sing about our great God, who watches over 
us through all of life’s ups and downs.
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Lead everyone in singing “Watching Over You.” Words are on 
page 87.

Introduce the Bible Point

You’ve seen lots of pictures of this amazing, colorful desert. 
Places like Monument Valley can be nearly 100 degrees in the 
summer. That’s probably not a big surprise. But this might 
surprise you!

Show the “Snowy Monument Valley” image.

Lots of deserts get snow in the winter! Snow in the desert is a 
fun surprise. 

Call out other fun surprises. 

Today we’re discovering that God is surprising. (Awesome 
God!) He loves to surprise us with funny animals, new friends, 
and blessings we never expected. 

Share God Sightings®

All week long we’ve seen God’s awesomeness by sharing our 
God Sightings. 

Point to the Cactus Flowers and say how they’re making the 
desert come to life! 

God Sightings are evidence of God. I see evidence of God when 
I look at you! I see kids who can jump, kids who are smart 
thinkers, and kids who are kind. Only God can make kids with 
bodies and minds who do all those things! 

Today think of some God-evidence you see in a person. Maybe 
your mom shows God’s kindness or your friend shows you 
God’s creativity in his artwork.

Crew Leaders, you’ll share your God Sightings first. 

Allow a minute, and then take the microphone around the 
room and let several willing children share their God Sightings.

Track 8

Photo copyright Getty Images/ kevinjeon00

68



DAY 5
Lead everyone in singing “Awesome God.” Words are on 
page 81. 

Crew Leaders will add their God Sightings Cactus Flowers to 
the set.

Do a Quick Review and Meet Bible  
Memory Buddy® Jet
This week we’ve learned incredible truths from the Bible. 

Hold up a Bible. 

Give the preselected Crew members the posters from Days 1–4. 
Point to the Day 1 poster. 

On Day 1, we met Harley. This little guy helps us remember… 

Have the poster holder shout, “God loves you no matter what!” 

Have everyone else shout, “Awesome God!” 

Point to the Day 2 poster.

On Day 2, we met Miley, a speedy bird who helps us 
remember… 

Have the poster holder shout, “God is with you everywhere!” 

Have everyone else shout, “Awesome God!” 

Point to the Day 3 poster. 

On Day 3, we met Howell. This cuddly critter helps us 
remember… 

Have the poster holder shout, “God is in charge!” 

Have everyone else shout, “Awesome God!”

Point to the Day 4 poster. 

Yesterday we met Rollo, an amazing armadillo! Rollo helps us 
remember… 

Have the poster holder shout, “God is stronger than anything!” 

Have everyone else shout, “Awesome God!” 

Poster holders can sit down.

Well, we have one more Buddy to meet… 

Play the “Day 5 Buddy Intro” from the Sing & Play Celebration 
Music DVD.

When the video ends, hold up the poster of Jet. 

When you see Jet, you can remember that God is surprising. 
(Awesome God!) God’s faithful, never-ending love amazes us in 
new ways every day. Let’s sing!

Track 2
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Lead everyone in singing “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” Words are 
on page 85.

Celebrate Crew Leaders
I’m thankful for our Monumental team of Crew Leaders this 
week! They’ve been spectacular leaders, helping you find your 
way through VBS! They hugged you, listened to you, played 
with you, and prayed with you. Turn to your Crew Leader and 
give him or her a huge hug. While you’re at it, say, “You’re 
awesome!” 

Pause while kids affirm their Crew Leaders. 

Lead kids in singing “Every Praise.” Words are on page 83. 

Make announcements, then ask a Prayer Person to pray. 

Play music from the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as 
Crews exit.

Track 6

Track 4
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DAY 5
Day 5 Canyon Closing  

Day 5 Supplies

 Day 5 Bible Point Poster* 

•  red cabbage (about ¼ 
a head)

• water 

• blender

 strainer

•  small, clear pitcher or 
container you can pour from

• 7 clear glasses

• baking soda

• vinegar (1 cup)

• bleach (1 cup)

• lemon juice (2 teaspoons)

•  clear soda, like Sprite (1 cup) 

• ammonia (½ cup)

• plastic tablecloth

*available from group.com or your 
Group  VBS supplier

Before Kids Arrive…
Follow the steps in the box on page 75 to make the red 
cabbage indicator.

Pour about a cup of each of the following liquids into a 
separate clear glass:

• water with 2 teaspoons 
lemon juice

• clear soda (like Sprite)

• white vinegar

• water with 2 teaspoons 
of baking soda 

• water with ½ cup 
ammonia

• bleach

• tap water

tap waterbleachwater with 
ammonia

white  
vinegar

clear sodawater with 
lemon juice

water with 
baking soda
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Line up the glasses on a table. Set the container of purple 
indicator on the table and carefully cover everything with a 
plastic tablecloth. Set the table off to the side.

Review the day with your teenage assistants so they know 
when to help lead singing and assist with media needs. 

Several minutes before Canyon Closing is scheduled to start, 
begin playing the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. This will 
create a fun and inviting atmosphere as Crews enter your area.

Count the Operation Kid-to-Kid money, and write the total on 
a sticky note. 

Welcome Kids
Welcome to our final Canyon Closing! Your Crew friends 
have been with you this week, playing, learning, growing, 
sharing, and becoming better friends! God is always with 
us, too—even when we leave VBS today. Let’s sing about our 
omnipresent God!

Lead kids in singing “God Is Always With Us.” Words are on 
page 82.

Watch the Spotlight Show
It’s been so fun to see our church full of smiling faces and so 
much laughter! I’m glad our Spotlight photographer caught it 
on camera. Today our preschool pals are in the Spotlight! Let’s 
take a look!

Play the Spotlight VBS show that was prepared during the day. 
This is the song “Monumental Love,” so encourage kids to sing 
along! Then give a rousing round of applause.

Share God Sightings
Our week at Monumental was full of God Sightings! We saw 
God in totally true Bible adventures, in hugs and smiles, and in 
praising him with music. Shout out some of the ways you saw 
God’s awesome love here at Monumental.

Let kids shout out their God Sightings. 

Lead everyone in singing “Awesome God” while Crew Leaders 
add Cactus Flowers to the set decorations. Words are on page 81.

When the song ends, point out how the desert has burst into 
bloom—what a cool surprise in such a hot and dry place!

 Track 3

Track 2

WHAT WE FOUND

It’s a good idea to test the 
indicator experiment ahead 
of time so you have an idea 
of the amount of indicator 
to pour and what colors to 
expect. Don’t worry—it’s 
an easy experiment! (The 
only downside is that 
your kitchen may smell 
like cabbage!)
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DAY 5
Talk With Crews
God Sightings have helped our set change, just like the desert 
changes with the seasons. I bet you have changed a little, too, 
during VBS! That makes me wonder something. Talk about 
this in your Crew for one minute.

Why did you come to Monumental VBS?

Play the Sing & Play Celebration CD for one minute, then 
sound the Rattler.

Take a few responses from around the room. 

Was anything at VBS different from what you expected?

Share your own insight. Perhaps you saw more new faces at 
VBS than you thought or you had more fun than you expected.

Let Crew Leaders share first, then kids in their Crews.

After a minute, sound the Rattler.

God is surprising. (Awesome God!) Even a week at VBS 
probably had some things that surprised you—new friends, 
a song you really liked, more fun than you imagined, or 
discovering something new about God.

See a Surprising Experiment
Ask your assistants to carefully bring the table front and center.

Take off the tablecloth, revealing the glasses and pitcher.

Sometimes we think we know how things are going to turn 
out—because we’re pretty smart. As you grow up, you’ll really 
think you have it figured out. Let’s see if that’s true.

Pick up the pitcher filled with “cabbage juice.” 

Explain that this represents God’s love.
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Point to the first glass (water), and explain that this 
represents us.

We know God’s love is unchanging. Call out what color you 
think this will look like when I pour it into the water.

Let kids call out responses.

Pour the purple indicator into the first glass. The color may 
lighten just a little, since it’s diluted, but it won’t change much.

But what if God’s love surprised me sometimes?

Pour a little indicator into each glass so kids see the different 
reactions. Set down the pitcher.

God is big, awesome, and creative. He loves to surprise 
his kids! 

Point to the glass with the bleach in it. It should be yellow. 

Sometimes God brings us bright, sunshiny days when we 
thought it would rain.

Point to the glass with the ammonia mixture in it, which should 
be green. 

Sometimes God brings surprising friendships into our lives—
ones that grow and grow for years!

Point to the glass with the baking soda solution, which should 
be bluish-green. 

Sometimes God might even allow us to feel blue—or sad—
because he has a bigger plan we can’t understand right now.

You may leave here and talk with people who think God is 
boring or lame.

Motion to the glasses.

Looking at all the amazing things God does in our lives, what 
would you say to those people? 

Take a few responses.

Hold up the pitcher.

God never changes. His love and power are always there for us. 
But he is full of surprises! When you’re a friend of God, your life 
is surprising because God is surprising! (Awesome God!) How 
great is our God!

Lead Crews in singing “How Great Is Our God.” Words are on 
page 88.

As you sing, your helpers can move the table offstage.

 Track 9

Baking soda mixture and 
cabbage juice

Bleach and cabbage juice

Ammonia and cabbage juice

74



DAY 5
Celebrate Operation Kid-to-Kid
God is surprising (Awesome God!), and you’ll have the chance 
to share his surprising love with kids who need school supplies. 
Working together, you raised [share the amount kids brought 
in]! Lead kids in cheering. That will help so many kids on Native 
American reservations! When they don’t have something they 
need—surprise! Someone here in [name of your community] 
helped provide just what they need! You may never meet 
those kids here on earth, but they’ll feel God’s love through 
you. Awesome!

Close the Monumental Journey
I’ve loved spending time with you here at Monumental! I’m 
thankful for all of you. You’ve been my God Sightings this week. 
Hearing your beautiful voices, watching you show kindness 
to each other, and listening to your laughter has rocked my 
summer! When you leave, continue to look for God all around 
you, and look for ways to let others know about our great God 
and his monumental love.

Kit Carriers, it’s time to help your Crew Leaders distribute the 
name badges and Bible Memory Buddies and any other fun 
stuff you need to take home, especially your Jumpin’ Jets from 
Imagination Station. 

Allow at least a solid minute for these final wrap-up details. Have 
Crew Leaders raise their hands so you can have a visual of who 
has finished and who needs more time. Direct Crew Leaders to 
leave their Crew bags next to their Crew signs.

Then make announcements, ask a Prayer Person to pray, and 
invite parents or babysitters to come forward to get their children. 

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as parents come to 
pick up their children. 

Making Red Cabbage Indicator
•  Slice about ¼ a head of red cabbage.

•  Put the pieces into a blender.

• Add 2 cups of water.

•  Blend the mixture until it’s fairly smooth.

•  Pour the mixture over a strainer, into a jar or pitcher.
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Jobs Duties

Guide chooses action ideas for traveling 
through VBS. 

Kit Carrier distributes and collects supplies  
and helps carry the Crew’s bag.

Prayer  
Person

leads or opens prayer times.

Schedule  
Supervisor

helps monitor the daily schedule  
to let the Crew know what’s  
coming next.

Thank  
You-er 

leads the Crew in thanking 
Station Leaders each day. 

Who’s Who on the Crew

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. © 2022 Group 
Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com
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DAY 1 SING & PLAY CELEBRATION
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 1: “Monumental Love” 

• Download from group.com/vbsTools: 
“Monument Valley Sunset” image

• Track 9: “How Great Is Our God” 

• Track 2: “Awesome God” 

• Music DVD: “Day 1 Buddy Intro” 

• Track 6: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 
as everyone exits.

DAY 1 CANYON CLOSING
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 1: “Monumental Love” 

• Spotlight VBS: Play the Spotlight VBS slideshow.

• Track 8: “Watching Over You” 

• Track 4: “Every Praise”

• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 
as everyone exits. 

DAY 2 SING & PLAY CELEBRATION
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 1: “Monumental Love” 

• Download from group.com/vbsTools: 
“Havasupai Falls” image

• Track 4: “Every Praise” 

• Track 2: “Awesome God” 

• Track 3: “God Is Always With Us” 

• Music DVD: “Day 2 Buddy Intro” 

• Track 8: “Watching Over You” 

• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 
as everyone exits.

DAY 2 CANYON CLOSING
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 6: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

• Spotlight VBS: Play the Spotlight VBS slideshow. 

• Track 3: “God Is Always With Us” 

• Track 8: “Watching Over You” 

• Track 1: “Monumental Love”

• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 
as everyone exits. 

 

Monumental Media Outline
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DAY 3 SING & PLAY CELEBRATION
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as 

everyone enters.
• Track 8: “Watching Over You”
• Track 2: “Awesome God” 
• Download from group.com/vbsTools: “Mittens” 

image 
• Download from group.com/vbsTools: “Sun 

Eye” image 
• Download from group.com/vbsTools: “The 

Wave” image 
• Track 5: “You Are in Charge” 
• Music DVD: “Day 3 Buddy Intro” 
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as 

everyone exits.

DAY 3 CANYON CLOSING
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 3: “God Is Always With Us” 

• Spotlight VBS: Play the Spotlight VBS 
slideshow.

• Track 9: “How Great Is Our God”

• Track 5: “You Are in Charge”

• CD: Play the Sing & Play  
Celebration Music CD as  
everyone exits.

DAY 4 SING & PLAY CELEBRATION
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 1: “Monumental Love” 

• Track 4: “Every Praise”

• Track 2: “Awesome God” 

• Download from group.com/vbsTools: “Valley of 
Rocks” image 

• Track 7: “Nothing That Can Separate Me”

• Music DVD: “Day 4 Buddy Intro” 

• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 
as everyone exits.

DAY 4 CANYON CLOSING
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 5: “You Are in Charge” 

• Spotlight VBS: Play the Spotlight VBS 
slideshow.

• Track 7: “Nothing That Can Separate Me”

• Track 18: “How Great Is Our God” 
(instrumental)

• Track 9: “How Great Is Our God”

• Track 6: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration  
Music CD as everyone exits. 

DAY 5 SING & PLAY CELEBRATION
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 1: “Monumental Love” 

• Track 8: “Watching Over You”

• Download from group.com/vbsTools: “Snowy 
Monument Valley” image 

• Track 2: “Awesome God”

• Music DVD: “Day 5 Buddy Intro” 

• Track 6: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

• Track 4: “Every Praise” 

• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 
as everyone exits.

DAY 5 CANYON CLOSING
• CD: Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD 

as everyone enters.

• Track 3: “God Is Always With Us” 

• Spotlight VBS: Play the Spotlight VBS 
slideshow.

• Track 2: “Awesome God” 

• Track 9: “How Great Is Our God”

• Track 1: “Monumental Love” 

• CD: Play the Sing & Play  
Celebration Music CD as  
everyone exits. 
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Song Lyrics
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Monumental Love
God’s love never fails, (Bring arms up and put hands over heart; make an X; bring arms down to sides)
And it lasts forever. (Bring both arms up over head)
Our God is great. (Step to side; put hands on hips; step together)
Our God is great. (Step to other side; put hands on hips; step together)
My God is with me. (Bring one arm in front and make a fist)
Yes, he’s with me wherever. (Bring other arm in front and make a fist; spread arms out to sides)
Our God is great. (Step to side; put hands on hips; step together)
Our God is great. (Step to other side; put hands on hips; step together)

He’s an awesome God, (Stomp one foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Bigger than my wildest dreams. (Put arms out to sides with wrists bent; spin in a circle)
Monumental love, (Stoop low and bring arms up as you stand; put both hands on heart)
Eternal hope for you and me. (Put arms out to sides one at a time; point to others then to self)
‘Cause he’s an awesome God. (Stomp one foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Our God’s an awesome God. (Stomp other foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)

God is in charge, (Bring one fist down onto other palm)
And he watches over me. (Shade eyes with hand)
Our God is great. (Step to side; put hands on hips; step together)
Our God is great. (Step to other side; put hands on hips; step together)
My God is strong (Make muscles with both arms)
And will never let go of me. (Hug self)
Our God is great. (Step to side; put hands on hips; step together)
Our God is great. (Step to other side; put hands on hips; step together)

He’s an awesome God, (Stomp one foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Bigger than my wildest dreams. (Put arms out to sides with wrists bent; spin in a circle)
Monumental love, (Stoop low and bring arms up as you stand; put both hands on heart)
Eternal hope for you and me. (Put arms out to sides one at a time; point to others then to self)
‘Cause he’s an awesome God. (Stomp one foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Our God’s an awesome God. (Stomp other foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Yeah

Our God is great. (Our God is awesome.) (Put hands on hips; jab hands up on both sides)
Celebrate! (Celebrate!) (Push fists down then up)
Our God is great. (Our God is awesome.) (Put hands on hips; jab hands up on both sides)
Celebrate! (Celebrate!) (Push fists down then up)

He’s an awesome God, (Stomp one foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Bigger than my wildest dreams. (Put arms out to sides with wrists bent; spin in a circle)
Monumental love, (Stoop low and bring arms up as you stand; put both hands on heart)
Eternal hope for you and me. (Put arms out to sides one at a time; point to others then to self)
He’s an awesome God, (Stomp one foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Bigger than my wildest dreams. (Put arms out to sides with wrists bent; spin in a circle)
Monumental love, (Stoop low and bring arms up as you stand; put both hands on heart)
Eternal hope for you and me. (Put arms out to sides one at a time; point to others then to self)
‘Cause he’s an awesome God. (Stomp one foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Our God’s an awesome God. (Stomp other foot and jab hands up on that side; jump and point up with both hands)
Our God’s an awesome God.

“Monumental Love” by Chris Sligh. © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. No unauthorized use or duplication permitted.
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Awesome God
Our God is an awesome God. (Sign for God with hand in front of face; put one arm out to side
then the other; point up with both hands)
He reigns from heaven above (Make crown with hands and put on head; explode hands upward 
then bring down to sides)
With wisdom, power, and love. (Point to head with both hands; make muscle arms; cross arms 
over chest)
Our God is an awesome God. (Sign for God with hand in front of face; put one arm out to side 
then the other; point up with both hands)

Our God is an awesome God.
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power, and love.
Our God is an awesome God

Our God is an awesome God.
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power, and love.
Our God is an awesome God.

Our God is an awesome God.
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power, and love.
Our God is an awesome God.

Our God is an awesome God.
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power, and love.
Our God is an awesome God.

Our God is an awesome God.
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power, and love.
Our God is an awesome God.
Hey, yeah!

Our God is an awesome God.
He reigns from heaven above
With wisdom, power, and love.
Our God is an awesome God.

“Awesome God” by Rich Mullins. Copyright © 1988 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publ. (ASCAP) (adm. CapitolCMGPublishing.com)  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 81



God Is Always With Us
Everybody get down low. (Crouch low)
You can go even lower. (Crouch lower)
Everybody jump up high. (Jump)
I know you can jump even higher. (Jump higher)

C’mon, let’s shout as loud as we can shout! (Punch fists, then cup hands around mouth)
God is here right now. (Raise hands up, then place on chest)
Yes, he’s here, without a doubt. (Raise hands up, then place on chest)

He is always with us (Raise hands up, then place on chest)
Through every up and down. (Stand up, then bend knees)
He will never leave us. (Raise hands up, then place on chest)
He’ll always be around. (Point finger and turn in a circle)
He’s the one, the one we can trust. (Point up, then motion “trust” with both hands as if holding 
on to a rope)
God will always be with us. (Raise hands up, then place on chest)
God will always be with us. (Raise hands up, then place on chest)

Everybody spin around. (Spin around)
I dare you to spin much faster. (Spin faster)
Everybody wave your hands. (Wave hands)
See who can wave the fastest. (Wave faster)

C’mon, let’s shout as loud as we can shout. (Punch fists, then cup hands around mouth)
God is here right now. (Raise hands up, then place on chest)
Yes, he’s here, without a doubt. (Repeat motions)

Yeah, he is always with us
Through every up and down.
He will never leave us.
He’ll always be around.
He’s the one, the one that we can trust.
God will always be with us.
Yeah, yeah, yeah!

He is always with us
Through every up and down.
He will never leave us.
He’ll always be around.
He’s the one, the one that we can trust.
God will always be with us.
God will always be with us.
God will always be with us.

“God Is Always With Us” by Jay Stocker. © 2009 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. No unauthorized use or duplication permitted.
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Every Praise
Every praise is to our God. (Wave hands over head to one side then the other; push palms up)
Every word of worship with one accord. (Put one hand out in front, then the other; clasp hands 
and bring to chest; spread arms)
Every praise, every praise is to our God. (Wave hands over head to one side then the other; 
push palms up)
Sing hallelujah to our God. (Both arms over head and make circles with hands; point up one arm 
then the other)
Glory hallelujah is due our God. (Wave one hand across body; point up one arm then the other)
Every praise, every praise is to our God. (Wave hands over head to one side then the other; 
push palms up)

Every praise is to our God. (Wave hands over head to one side then the other; push palms up)
Every word of worship with one accord. (Put one hand out in front, then the other; clasp hands 
and bring to chest; spread arms)
Every praise, every praise is to our God. (Wave hands over head to one side then the other; 
push palms up)
Sing hallelujah to our God. (Both arms over head and make circles with hands; point up one arm 
then the other)
Glory hallelujah is due our God. (Wave one hand across body; point up one arm then the other)
Every praise, every praise is to our God. (Wave hands over head to one side then the other; 
push palms up)

God, my savior (Sign for God with hand in front of face; spread arms out to sides)
God, my healer (Sign for God; wipe one arm then the other)
God, my deliverer (Sign for God; draw pretend sword and hold up)
Yes, he is. (Punch fist in air)
Yes, he is. (Punch other fist in air)

God, my savior
God, my healer
God, my deliverer
Yes, he is.
Yes, he is.

Every praise is to our God.
Every word of worship with one accord.
Every praise, every praise is to our God.
Sing hallelujah to our God.
Glory hallelujah is due our God.
Every praise, every praise is to our God.
Every praise, every praise is to our God.

“Every Praise” by Hezekiah Walker and John Bratton. Copyright © 2013 Li’l Eva Music (SESAC) Luv Ki Music Publishing (SESAC) 
(adm. @CapitolCMGPublishing.com) All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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You Are in Charge
Every second, every minute, every hour, every day, (Point to one wrist twice, then point to other wrist twice)
Oh, God, you are in charge. (Point up with one hand then the other; pound fist on other palm)
Every moment on this journey, every step that I will take, (Walk in place to the rhythm)
Oh, God, you are in charge. (Point up with one hand then the other; pound fist on other palm)

I’ll trust you through everything. (Pull pretend rope; sweep one arm from chest out to side, then other arm)
With all of my heart that you’re holding, (One hand up to heart, then other; bring hands down in front)
I know you’ve got this. (One pointer finger to head, then other; put fists on hips)
I’ll trust you through everything. (Pull pretend rope; sweep one arm from chest out to side, then other arm)
With all of my heart that you’re holding, (One hand up to heart, then other; bring hands down in front)
I know you’ve got this. (One pointer finger to head, then other; put fists on hips)

Every mountain, every valley, every sea, and every sky, (Make mountain peak with arms, then bring down in 
a V; make wave with arms; fling arms up to circle over head)
Oh, God, you are in charge. (Point up with one hand then the other; pound fist on other palm)
You’re my father, you’re my savior, you’re the Lord of my life. (Put arms up to one side and bring down to 
heart; both arms out to sides; bring arms down to floor and kneel)
Oh, God, you are in charge. (Point up with one hand then the other; pound fist on other palm)

I’ll trust you through everything. (Pull pretend rope; sweep one arm from chest out to side, then other arm)
With all of my heart that you’re holding, (One hand up to heart, then other; bring hands down in front)
I know you’ve got this. (One pointer finger to head, then other; put fists on hips)
I’ll trust you through everything. (Pull pretend rope; sweep one arm from chest out to side, then other arm)
With all of my heart that you’re holding, (One hand up to heart, then other; bring hands down in front)
I know you’ve got this. (One pointer finger to head, then other; put fists on hips)

Oh, when I wake up in the mornin’ and the sun is shinin’ (Stretch with one arm up and the other down, 
then switch)
And I lift my head off the pillow, (Put hands together to the side to pillow head; then lift head)
I know that God is in charge. (Point up with one hand, then fist to palm)
Yeah, God is in charge. (Point up with other hand, then fist to palm)
And when the stars come to shinin’ and moon starts to risin’ (Alternate pointer fingers pointing up)
And I lay my head on the pillow, (Put hands together to the side to pillow head)
I know that God is in charge. (Point up with one hand, then fist to palm)
God is in charge. (Point up with other hand, then fist to palm)

Oh, when I wake up in the mornin’ and the sun is shinin’
And I lift my head off the pillow,
I know that God is in charge.
Yeah, God is in charge.
And when the stars come to shinin’ and moon starts to risin’
And I lay my head on the pillow,
I know that God is in charge.
God is in charge.

I’ll trust you through everything.
With all of my heart that you’re holding,
I know you’ve got this.
I’ll trust you through everything.
With all of my heart that you’re holding,
I know you’ve got this.

“You Are in Charge” by Sam and Becca Mizzel. © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. No unauthorized use or duplication permitted.
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness, (Slowly lift one arm, then bring down to chest)
O God my Father, (Slowly lift other arm, then bring down to chest)
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; (Shake head; shield face with hands and turn in circle)
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not. (Shape hands around a circle in front; arms in X, then 
down to sides; both hands to heart then together in front; arms in X, then down to sides)
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. (Hold up one finger to the side and bring other finger up and then 
away from first)

Great is Thy faithfulness! (Bring one arm up)
Great is Thy faithfulness! (Bring other arm up)
Morning by morning new mercies I see; (Flash hands out to one side, then the other; shade eyes with hand)
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— (Bring one arm up in front, then other down in front; 
clasp hands)
Great is Thy faithfulness, (One arm up, then other)
Lord, unto me! (Bring hand to chest)

Great is Thy faithfulness! (Hands out, then hug self)
Great is Thy faithfulness! (Hands out, then hug self)
Great is Thy faithfulness! (Hands out, then hug self)
Great is Thy faithfulness! (Hands out, then hug self)

Great is Thy faithfulness! (Arms up and jump; hug self)
Great is Thy faithfulness! (Arms up and jump; hug self)
Great is Thy faithfulness! (Arms up and jump; hug self)
Great is Thy faithfulness! (Arms up and jump; hug self)

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, (Wipe forehead; hug self; sparkle fingers to side; pretend 
to pick an apple and bite it)
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, (One hand op, then other hand up; point to stars; bring arms 
down to sides)
Join with all nature in manifold witness (Hug out to one side then other; hands to mouth as if yelling)
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (One arm up, then other; hug self)

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
Great is Thy faithfulness,
Lord, unto me!

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” by Thomas O. Chisholm and William M. Runyan. Arrangement © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.  
No unauthorized use or duplication permitted. 85



Nothing That Can Separate Me
I’m convinced that there is nothing, (Hold elbow in hand and point at forehead, then wave finger back 
and forth)
Nothing that can separate me from his love. (Touch pointer fingers together, then point one down and 
the other up; cross arms over chest)
I’m convinced that there is nothing, (Hold elbow in hand and point at forehead, then wave finger back 
and forth)
Nothing, nothing, (Wave finger back and forth)
Nothing that can separate me from his love. (Touch pointer fingers together, then point one down and 
the other up; cross arms over chest)

How can we be sure Jesus is the cure (Arms out in a shrug; sign for Jesus; two thumbs up)
For each and every sin-sick soul? (Point both hands out; put out one fist then the other; put fists 
behind back)
Can we trust the One who gave his only Son? (Arms out in a shrug; one finger out in front; rock 
a “baby”)
Can any broken heart be made whole? (Hands to heart then down; pound fists on each other; make 
heart shape with hands)
Look no farther than the day he died. (Shade eyes with hand; bring both arms down)
He forgave the crowd who had him crucified. (Wipe hands together; point out and around; bring arms 
straight out to sides)

I’m convinced that there is nothing, (Hold elbow in hand and point at forehead, then wave finger back 
and forth)
Nothing that can separate me from his love. (Touch pointer fingers together, then point one down and 
the other up; cross arms over chest)
I’m convinced that there is nothing, (Hold elbow in hand and point at forehead, then wave finger back 
and forth)
Nothing, nothing, (Wave finger back and forth)
Nothing that can separate me from his love. (Touch pointer fingers together, then point one down and 
the other up; cross arms over chest)

How can we be sure Jesus is the cure (Arms out in a shrug; sign for Jesus; two thumbs up)
For each and every sin-sick soul? (Point both hands out; put out one fist then the other; put fists 
behind back)
Can we trust the One who gave his only Son? (Arms out in a shrug; one finger out in front; rock 
a “baby”)
Can any broken heart be made whole? (Hands to heart then down; pound fists on each other; make 
heart shape with hands)
Look no farther than the empty grave. (Shade eyes with hand; put arms out and shrug)
Love that conquered death is strong enough to save. (Cross arms over chest; clap hands together over 
head then bring down; make muscle arms; hero pose)

I’m convinced that there is nothing,
Nothing that can separate me from his love.
I’m convinced that there is nothing,
Nothing, nothing,
Nothing that can separate me from his love.
I’m convinced that there is nothing,
Nothing that can separate me from his love.
I’m convinced that there is nothing,
Nothing, nothing,
Nothing that can separate me from his love.
Nothing that can separate me from his love.

“Nothing That Can Separate Me” by Dave LeMieux. © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. No unauthorized use or duplication permitted.86



Watching Over You
When you’re jumping, (Bend and straighten knees)
Jumping up and down, (Jump)
When you’re spinning, (Twirl arms in front)
Spinning round and round, (Turn in a circle)
God’s seeing everything you do (Hold hands as if holding a camera)
’Cause he’s watching, (Motion “watching” by making a V with pointer and middle fingers and moving 
them out from your eyes)
Watching over you! (Point to others)
Hey! (Punch fist)

God is watching, (Motion “watching”)
Watching over you. (Point to others)
24/7 watching over you. (Point to wrist as if pointing to a watch)
Your life is in his hands, woh, woh. (Raise hands high)
He’s got great big plans (Move hands to one side as if placing things in order)
’Cause he’s watching over you. (Make a V, then point to others)

When you’re waving your hands up in the air, (Wave hands; keep waving as you raise hands high)
When you’re shouting, no matter when or where, (Cup hands around mouth; stand on tiptoes then 
bend knees)
God’s seeing everything you do (Hold hands as if holding a camera)
’Cause he’s watching, (Motion “watching”)
Watching over you! (Point to others)
Hey! (Punch fist)

God is watching, watching over you.
24/7 watching over you.
Your life is in his hands, woh, woh.
He’s got great big plans
‘Cause he’s watching over you.
God is watching, watching over you.
God is watching, watching over you.
God is watching, watching over you.

God is watching, watching over you.
24/7 watching over you.
Your life is in his hands, woh, woh.
He’s got great big plans.
God is watching, watching over you.
24/7 watching over you.
Your life is in his hands, woh, woh.
He’s got great big plans
’Cause he’s watching over you.

“Watching Over You” by Jay Stocker. © 2011, 2022 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. No unauthorized use or duplication permitted. 87



How Great Is Our God
The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty, (Arms up and bring down; sign for king; wipe arms; put 
crown on head)
Let all the Earth rejoice. (Arm out and turn in a circle)
All the Earth rejoice. (Other arm out and turn in a circle the other way)
He wraps himself in light (Wrap one arm in then the other; arms up and bring down to sides)
And darkness tries to hide (Bring arms up one at a time, then stoop and hide face with hands)
And trembles at His voice, (Wave body to sides; roll arms in front)
Trembles at His voice. (Wave body to sides; roll arms in front)

How great is our God, sing with me. (Arms out to sides, then lift up; sign God; cup hands 
to mouth)
How great is our God, and all will see (Arms out to sides, then lift up; sign God; arms out in front, 
then shade eyes)
How great, how great is our God. (Arms out to sides, then lift up; sign God)

Name above all names, (Finger to mouth and then out; move arms up; circle arm out in front; 
finger to mouth and then out)
Worthy of our praise, (Arms up and bow forward; hands to mouth then out)
Oh, my heart will sing how great is our God. (Hands to heart then around mouth; lift arms up; 
sign God)
Name above all names, (Finger to mouth and then out; move arms up; circle arm out in front; 
finger to mouth and then out)
Worthy of our praise, (Arms up and bow forward; hands to mouth then out)
Oh, my heart will sing how great is our God. (Hands to heart then around mouth; lift arms up; 
sign God)

How great is our God. (Lift arms up)
How great is our God. (Lift arms up)
How great is our God. (Lift arms up)
Sing with me. (Hand to mouth, then scoop arm out)
Sing with me. (Other hand to mouth, then scoop arm out)
How great is our God.
How great is our God.
How great is our God.
Sing with me.
Sing with me.

How great is our God, sing with me.
How great is our God, and all will see
How great, how great is our God.
Sing with me, sing with me.

How great is our God, sing with me.
How great is our God, and all will see
How great, how great is our God.
How great is our God, sing with me.
How great is our God, and all will see
How great, how great is our God.
Sing with me, sing with me.
“How Great is Our God” by Jesse Reeves, Ed Cash and Chris Tomlin. Copyright © 2004 worshiptogether.com Songs/sixsteps Music/ASCAP  
(adm. @CapitolCMGPublishing.com)/ Alletrop Music/BMI All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Questions: Follow Group VBS on:

Sing & Play Celebration and Canyon Closing

•  Learn the Day 1 Bible 
Point and verse, and meet 
Bible Memory Buddy Pogo.

• Sing Treasured VBS songs.

•  Meet Dr. Diggingstone, an 
adventurous treasure hunter!

Day 5Day 4

Day 1

•  Learn the Day 1 Bible Point 
and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Harley.

• Sing Monumental VBS songs.

•  Share God Sightings and add cactus 
flowers to the decorations up front.

•  Meet Cliff Towers, a less-than-
adventurous reality TV star.

•  End the day with a sciency-wow to 
discover that even when we “blow it,” 
God still sticks with us.

Day 2

•  Use actions to explore God’s 
omnipresence and learn that we can’t 
hide from God.

•  Learn the Day 2 Bible Point and 
verse, and meet Bible Memory 
Buddy Miley.

• Sing Monumental VBS songs.

•  Share God Sightings and add cactus 
flowers to the decorations up front.

•  Comfort Cliff Towers when he feels 
worried and alone out in the desert.

Day 3

•  Watch a wild Problem Pendulum to 
see that even when our problems 
seem out of control, God is in charge.

•  Learn the Day 3 Bible Point 
and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Howell.

• Sing Monumental VBS songs.

•  Share God Sightings and add cactus 
flowers to the decorations up front.

•  Guide a confused Cliff Towers as he 
tries to figure out how to survive in 
the desert.

•  Learn the Day 4 Bible Point 
and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Rollo.

• Sing Monumental VBS songs.

•  Share God Sightings and add cactus 
flowers to the decorations up front.

•  Encourage Cliff Towers when he feels 
too weak to do what’s right.

•  Learn the Day 5 Bible Point 
and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Jet.

• Sing Monumental VBS songs.

•  Share God Sightings and add cactus 
flowers to the decorations up front.

•  Celebrate with Cliff Towers as he 
prepares to launch a new—and 
improved—TV show!

•  Take part in a jaw-dropping drama 
about Jesus’ awesome power 
over death!

•  See a surprising, color-changing 
experiment that celebrates God’s 
great surprises!

Canyon Closing

Sing & Play Celebrationand
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