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Relational 
Person-to-person 

interaction enhances 
spiritual growth 

and builds Christian 
friendships.

Experiential 
What we experience 
through action and 

discussion sticks with 
us up to 9 times longer 
than what we simply 

hear or read.

Applicable 
The aim of ministry 
is to equip people to 
be both hearers and 
doers of God’s Word.

Lifelong 
Experiences 

transform the heart, 
moving faith beyond 
the walls of church 

and into everyday life 
for years to come.



Thanks for joining the team!
You rock. You really do! 

Monumental VBS is going to be full of Bible adventures, 
games, music, snacks, hugs, high-fives, and sciency-fun 

“wows.” But we’re doing more than simply entertaining kids. 
We have a powerful purpose at the heart of every  

single activity: 

Helping kids experience Jesus’ love.

That’s why we’re here…and you are an important part of 
making that happen. You’re the hands and heart of God, 

showing kids his vast and unchanging love for each of them. 

We couldn’t do this without you. What you do matters!

In fact…it’s monumental.
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Pray for everyone who will attend 
Monumental. 
God can reach kids with his love—yes, 
even through games! Ask God to prepare 
your heart and the hearts of the kids and 
leaders who will be part of VBS.

Work with the VBS Director to collect 
necessary supplies. 
Almost all the supplies are easy to find 
around the church, from church members, 
or from Group. 

Determine the number of Crews you’ll 
have in each rotation. 
Kids join mixed-age Crews—groups of up 
to five elementary-age kids and one adult 
or teenage leader. Plan on one-fourth 
of the total number of Crews in each 
rotation. If your VBS has 20 Crews, you’ll 
work with five Crews (approximately 25 
kids and five leaders) during each session.

Plan your games. 
If you have only a few Crews at each 
rotation, you may have time for all three 
game options. Starting on Day 2, one 
game option ties to the Operation Kid-
to-Kid project. Include these games 
since they’ll help Crews connect with this 
important part of VBS.

Have access to a water hose or large 
buckets of water. 
Each day includes one water game option 
to give Crew members a refreshing cool-
down. Look for this icon:

Work with the Director to recruit 
several teenage assistants. 
These helpers will be invaluable to your 
success. Prior to each day, review the 
games so your volunteers will know how 
to help you prepare, distribute, and collect 
the game supplies.

This  
is you!

Sing & Play 
Celebration

Canyon 
Closing

Oasis 
Tastes

Imagination 
Station

 KidVid™ 
Cinema

Awesome Bible 
Adventures

Before Monumental

Red  
Rocks Rec
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Meet with the Spotlight VBS 
Photographer. 
Each day, one group of Crews gets their 
photos taken at the start of Red Rocks 
Rec. Later, these pictures create a cool 
slideshow that retells the Bible story. Work 
with the photographer to get the kids 
involved and energized as they have their 
pictures taken.

Use the game introductions and 
questions to connect the game with 
the Bible Point. 
For some games, the link to the Bible Point 
is made in the introduction. Following 
other games, you’ll ask questions of the 
combined Crews, or each Crew will gather 
in a knee-to-knee circle to discuss the 
questions in the Wrap-Up Questions box. 
Don’t rush the life-application discussion 
or wrap-up time!  Copy the Wrap-Up 
Questions ahead of time and hand them 
out. (The Wrap-Up Questions are also 
included in the Crew Leader Guides on the 
Monumental Clip Art & Resources CD.)

Learn (and use) names. 
While you won’t have the opportunity to 
spend one-on-one time with participants, 
kids and adults will be wearing name 
badges. Try to call people by name.

Use an attention-getting signal. 
Attention-getting signals let kids know 
when it’s time to stop what they’re doing 
and look at you. Use the Rattler (available 
from Group Publishing or your Group VBS 
supplier) or another signal of your choice.

Repeat the daily Bible Point often. 
Every activity focuses on one memorable 
Bible truth called the Bible Point. 
Repeating the Bible Point helps kids 
remember it and apply it to their lives 
after VBS. Each time kids hear the 
day’s Bible Point, they point up and say, 
“Awesome God!”

Call on kids’ Crew roles. 
Every day, kids choose one of five jobs: 
Guide, Kit Carrier, Prayer Person, Schedule 
Supervisor, or Thank You-er! Kids love 
when those jobs get called on!

Get Crew Leaders involved! 
Guide Crew Leaders to participate right 
along with kids. When Crew Leaders listen, 
get involved, and have fun, kids do too!

Play Sing & Play Celebration Music 
while kids play. 
This adds fun and energy and helps kids 
learn these amazing, faith-building songs!

During Monumental
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Explore how God loved 
Joseph and his family, 
even when they made a 
mess of things.

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•   Learn the Day 1 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Harley.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Meet Cliff Towers, a less-than-

adventurous reality TV star.

Imagination 
Station
Check out sciency 
surprises about our eyes, 
then explore ways to 
make cool Chromo Slime 
change colors.

KidVid™ Cinema
Samuel’s eyes may not 
work well, but he can 
see God’s greatness and 
knows that God loves 
him no matter what!

Canyon Closing
 End the day with a 
sciency-wow to discover 
that even when we “blow 
it,” God still sticks with us.

Oasis Tastes
Southwest Sunshine

Red Rocks Rec

Splash Marks the Spot Rattlesnake Egg Rustle Jumping Jelly Balls

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Bible Verse: “Your unfailing love will last forever.” (Psalm 89:2)

Bible Story: Joseph’s family feuds. (Genesis 37)

DAY 1: God loves you no matter what.
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DAY 1

5

Bible Story: Joseph’s family feuds. (Genesis 37)

Bible Verse: “Your unfailing love will last forever.” 
(Psalm 89:2)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  Jacob’s family was full of conflict! His sons came from 

four different mothers, creating an environment of 
competition among the siblings. Jacob stoked the 
rivalry by openly treating Joseph as his favorite. Yet 
God used an imperfect family to show his incredible, 
intentional power and plans.

•  Details about Joseph’s colorful coat are minimal, 
partly because the Hebrew word describing it is 
somewhat unclear. However, the fact that only 
Joseph had such a garment—something fine when 
clothing tended toward functional—shone a spotlight 
on his favored status.

•  It’s interesting to note that Joseph’s dream involved 
bundles of grain, something he’d eventually be put in 
charge of in Pharaoh’s court. 

•  Joseph’s brothers sold him for 20 shekels—about two 
years’ wages at that time. 

•  The Midianites and Ishmaelites who bought Joseph 
were descendants of Abraham, making them 
distantly related to Joseph! Some scholars equate 
them with Joseph’s second or third cousins.

WHY IT MATTERS
Like Joseph’s family, we all have our imperfections. 
Siblings squabble. Kids tattle. Parents disagree. Things 
get messy! It’s a good thing God doesn’t withhold his 
love until we’re perfect! In the midst of our failings, God 
loves and blesses us. Kids may feel they have to earn 
friendship on the playground. (Some may even feel they 
need to earn love at home.) Today, reassure kids that 
God loves them in spite of their faults. What a comfort 
to know that God doesn’t wait for us to get everything 
right! His unfailing love is always there for us!

God loves you no matter what.



Introduce Operation Kid-to-Kid™

Supplies:

  photocopy of the Operation 
Kid-to-Kid parent letter on p. 7

HOT TIP

IMPORTANT! No matter 
what games you choose 
to play today, begin 
each rotation time at 
Red Rocks Rec with this 
quick introduction to the 
Operation Kid-to-Kid project. 
Red Rocks Rec is where kids 
will hear the most about this 
awesome service project! 

Welcome Crews to Day 1 of Red Rocks Rec with a big smile, and 
introduce yourself.

Have kids sit down.

Before we launch into games, I want to tell you about a 
cool project that we get to be a part of at VBS! It’s called 
Operation Kid-to-Kid, and it’s all about school supplies. 
I know—it’s summer and we don’t really want to think 
about school! But usually there’s at least one thing you like 
about school.

What gets you excited about a new school year?

One thing that’s kind of fun about school is choosing your new 
school supplies! But in North America there’s a problem. Many 
Native American people live on reservations—that’s land set 
aside by the government for Native American people. For lots 
of reasons, kids living on reservations may not be able to get 
the school supplies they need. Money donated for Operation 
Kid-to-Kid will help pay for notebooks, crayons, pencils, paper, 
and markers kids need for their important schoolwork. 

For just $1, you can help a kid have the supplies he or she 
needs! That’ll help kids feel cared for and ready for school! 
You’ll get a letter today that you can take home to your family 
(hold up a copy of the Operation Kid-to-Kid parent letter) so 
everyone at home will know what the project is all about. 
Starting tomorrow, we’ll have a fun game each day that helps 
us remember our awesome Operation Kid-to-Kid project. Now 
speaking of games, let’s play!

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use.  
Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs

Our VBS Can Make a Difference!
It’s Easy to Make Monumental Impact

There are about 326 Native American reservations in 
North America. Approximately a million people call 
these stunning landscapes home. Countless factors 
have turned many reservations—which often cover vast, 
remote parts of the continent—into islands of need. For 
Native Americans living in hardship, even purchasing 
school supplies for their children can be a struggle.

We’re here to help!

As part of Monumental VBS, our church will take part in 
Operation Kid-to-Kid™, a mission project that gives kids 
the opportunity to share God’s love in a practical way. 

During VBS, kids and adults can bring donations that 
will be used to purchase items like notebooks, pencils, 
backpacks, and paper for kids on reservations. With this 
project, $1 will help supply a child with the school tools 
needed for a whole school year!

Operation Kid-to-Kid is possible through a partnership 
between Group Publishing VBS programs and World 
Vision (a Christian international relief organization). All 
donations will be sent directly to World Vision, who will 
purchase and then distribute the school supplies throughout 
select reservations. 

If you’d like to contribute to this exciting program, send your 
donation with your child (or children) this week so it can be 
added to our community collection. After VBS ends, we’ll 
send our full collected donation to World Vision.

Ok2k.org; worldvision.org

VBS Director 

Due to World Vision’s key partnerships, $1 can supplement 
school supplies for one child for a whole year!
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Pre-Game Setup
• Fill buckets with water.

• Place three sponge balls in each bucket.

•  Space buckets 10 feet apart along one end of your 
play area.

•  Set up the towers of cups on the other end of your 
play area, about 15 feet away.  

Supplies
 Rattler*

•  sponge balls (3 per Crew in a 
rotation)

•  18-ounce plastic cups (10 per 
Crew in a rotation)

  large buckets of water (1 per 
Crew in a rotation)

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

*available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

OPTION 1: Splash Marks the Spot  

Bucket of water with 3 sponge balls

Tower of cups

About 15 
feet

Low Energy

Create one  

of these play 

areas for each 

Crew in a  
rotation
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DAY 1
Let’s Play!
Demonstrate the sound of your Rattler (or other noisemaker), 
and let Crews know you’ll start and stop games all week with 
that sound, so they’ll want to listen carefully for it.

1. Have each Crew form a line behind a bucket.

2.  Have the last person in each line move to stand behind the 
Crew’s cup tower.

3.  The first person in line gets three throws with the sponge 
balls to knock down the Crew’s cup tower. The person behind 
the tower retrieves the balls and resets the cup tower (and 
probably gets a bit wet!) after the first player’s three throws. 

4.  Once a player’s turn is over, the person behind the cup tower 
returns the sponge balls to the bucket and goes to the end 
of the line. The “thrower” moves behind the cup tower to 
retrieve and reset. Continue until all Crew members have 
had a turn. 

5.  Encourage players to cheer when their Crew members knock 
down the cups!

6.  Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD while Crews play. 
When time’s up, turn off the music and sound the Rattler to 
mark the end of the game.

Be sure all sponge balls are returned to the buckets to soak for 
the next rotation. Have Crews gather around you.

Thumbs-up or thumbs-down: How successful were you at 
knocking down the cups?

Did you do as well as you hoped? Explain why or why not. 

Sometimes we feel like we’re not good enough or we’re not 
sure of ourselves. Maybe you felt a little unsure coming here 
today. It can feel weird to make new friends. But the good 
news is, God is glad you’re here, and he doesn’t care if you 
knocked down all the cups or none of them. God’s love doesn’t 
change based on how well we do something! God loves you no 
matter what. (Awesome God!) That means you always have a 
good friend who thinks you’re pretty awesome.

HOT TIP

When you see a supply 
quantity listed as “per Crew 
in a rotation,” that means 
you need only the amount 
required for your largest 
rotation of Crews. You’ll 
reuse supplies from rotation 
to rotation. Anytime supplies 
aren’t reusable (such as 
paper goods), you’ll see the 
supply listed as “per Crew.” 
Then you’ll need the quantity 
of that supply for each Crew 
that visits Red Rocks Rec 
throughout the day.

WHAT WE FOUND

We found that quickly 
demonstrating this game 
with an assistant helped 
everyone understand how 
to play. Also, keep your 
games assistants ready to 
help kids quickly rebuild the 
towers of cups when it’s a 
new child’s turn to throw the 
sponge balls.

9



Medium Energy

Supplies
 Rattler*

  pool noodles (1 per Crew in a 
rotation)

  tennis balls (1 per Crew in a 
rotation)

plastic buckets (1 per Crew in 
a rotation)

photocopies of the Wrap-Up 
Questions: Rattlesnake Egg 
Rustle (1 per Crew)

*available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

OPTION 2: Rattlesnake Egg Rustle

15-20 feet

Empty bucket

Tennis ball

Pool noodle

Pre-Game Setup
•  Place one empty bucket per Crew at one end of 

your play area.

•  Place one pool noodle and one tennis ball 15 to 20 
feet from each bucket. 

Wrap-Up Questions: Cactus Golfing
Explain whether or not you felt like you had 
control over the ball.

Even when we don’t have control, God does. What part of 
your life do you not feel you have control over?

We can’t always be in charge of how things go in life. 
That’s when it’s good to know that God is in charge. 
(Awesome God!) It’s a big relief to know that no matter 
what, God has a plan and he’s in control.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local 
church use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs
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DAY 1
HOT TIP

You may need a megaphone 
or some other means of 
amplifying your voice so all 
the Crews can hear you. This 
may come in handy for each 
day at Red Rocks Rec!

Let’s Play!
Give Crews a big welcome to Day 1 of Red Rocks Rec, and 
introduce yourself if you haven’t already. 

I hope you’re ready to have some fun today! We have a big 
job ahead of us! We’re going to be rustling rattlesnake eggs! 
That’s just as dangerous as it sounds, so we’ll have to use a 
special tool: giant tweezers! 

1.  Have each Crew line up behind a pool noodle and tennis ball.

2.  Demonstrate how to bend the pool noodle to create 
“tweezers” and use it to pick up a tennis ball “rattlesnake egg.” 

3.  Explain that kids will pick up the rattlesnake egg with the 
giant tweezers and carry it to the bucket as quickly as they 
can. If kids drop the rattlesnake egg, they must stop and pick 
it up. Once they drop it into the bucket, they’ll retrieve it and 
run back to their line, then drop the items in front of the next 
person in line. 

4.  Play until each person in each Crew has had a turn.

5.  Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD while Crews play. 
When time’s up, turn off the music and sound the Rattler to 
mark the end of the game.

After the final round, have each Crew sit in a knee-to-knee 
circle, and give each Crew Leader a copy of the Wrap-Up 
Questions: Rattlesnake Egg Rustle to lead a quick discussion.

Wrap-Up Questions: Rattlesnake Egg Rustle
Rate yourself: Are you a great rattlesnake egg rustler? If 
so, give a thumbs-up and yell “Woo-hoo!” Pause. Or are 
you a not-so-great rattlesnake egg rustler? Then give a 
thumbs-down and blow a raspberry. Pause.

Tell about something you’re really good at. Share an 
example of your own first.

It’s fun to get to know about you and what you’re good 
at...and even what you’re not good at! God loves you no 
matter what. (Awesome God!) We’re going to have a blast 
this week learning more about God and how much he 
loves us. 

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church 
use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs
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Supplies
 Rattler*

 • 3- to 4-inch sponge balls 
(10 for every 2 Crews in a 
rotation)

  clothespins (10 for every 2 
Crews in a rotation)

•  buckets of water (1 for every 2 
Crews in a rotation)

•  twine string (at least 15 
feet for every 2 Crews in a 
rotation)

•  posts, games helpers, or 
another way to hang a 10-
foot “clothesline,” using the 
twine, at a 5-foot height (1 
line for every 2 Crews in a 
rotation)

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

OPTION 3: Jumping Jelly Balls   

Pre-Game Setup
•  Soak the sponge balls in water. 

•  Use clothespins to hang the sponge balls on the 
line about 6 inches apart.

High Energy

Twine “clothesline” 
at 5-ft height

10 soaked 
sponge balls

10 clothespins

Bucket  
of water
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DAY 1
HOT TIP

Keep in mind that you’ll pair 
two Crews for this game. 

Let’s Play!
Welcome Crews to Red Rocks Rec, and gather them near you 
so they can hear your instructions. 

Here’s a game that’s going to keep you on your toes! Who’s ready 
to do some big-time jumping? Pause, and if Crews give a mild 
response, lead them in a few jumping jacks or full-body wiggles 
until everyone feels awake and ready. We’re going to jump for 
joy—but you have to touch each one of the sponges on the line 
with your head! And if you can’t do it, your Crew will have to find 
a way to help you touch it with your head. If you miss one, you 
have to go back to the beginning.

1. Put two Crews together. (This allows you to make fewer 
clotheslines.)

2. Have two Crews line up at one end of a line. 

3. On “go,” the first person in line jumps along under the 
clothesline, attempting to “tag” each sponge ball with his or 
her head. Children who can’t jump high enough can ask for 
help from their Crew, who can lift them or find another way to 
help their Crew member. (If the height of the line is too short, 
you can adjust it.) 

4. Anytime a sponge ball falls, soak it and hang it back up.

5. When each player in a group has gone through the line, have 
the group cheer, “Jumpin’ jelly, your nose is smelly!” See which 
group can finish first. If you have extra time, allow kids to go 
through the course again, soaking the sponge balls as needed. 

6. Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD while Crews play. 

Turn off the music and sound your Rattler when it’s time to move 
on. Gather everyone around you for a quick wrap-up. 

Begin by asking kids to jump if they got really soaked, clap their 
hands if they got kind of soaked, or stomp their feet if they barely 
got wet.

It might have been hard to keep up all that jumping, especially 
when you knew you were going to get wet! But this was a really 
fun game, and you all did great!

Tell about a time you had to do something challenging. Share 
a kid-friendly example of your own, such as having to solve a 
problem or complete a hard physical challenge.

God loves you no matter what. (Awesome God!) God knows you 
and loves you just as you are. That’s true for every person here, 
whether you could jump high enough to touch the water sponges 
or you had to have help.

God loves each of us, so how do you think he wants us to treat 
one another?

God is awesome—and he wants us to be awesome to others!

HOT TIP

Remind kids not to reach 
up and hit the line, because 
they might make the whole 
thing fall!

HOT TIP

Kids’ heads aren’t in contact 
with the sponge balls very 
long—if at all! However, if 
you’re worried about head 
lice, just have kids try to 
hit the sponge balls with 
their elbows.
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Take care of Potiphar’s 
house, then act out the 
strange dreams Joseph 
had to interpret.

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 2 Bible Point and 

verse, and meet Bible Memory 
Buddy Miley.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers to the decorations 
up front.

•  Comfort Cliff Towers when he feels 
worried and alone out in the desert.

Imagination 
Station
Conduct fantastic 
feats of magnetic force, 
then test their skill 
with a Miley’s Magnet 
Mix-Up game.

KidVid™ Cinema
Wesley and Hannah 
have to trust God when 
their family moves far 
away. They know God 
will go with them to their 
new home!

Canyon Closing
 Use actions to explore 
God’s omnipresence and 
learn that we can’t hide 
from God.

Oasis Tastes
Sandy Cups

Tumbleweed Lasso River Raft Rock ’n’ Roll Desert Dunk

Bible Verse: “For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

Bible Story: Joseph is imprisoned. (Genesis 39–40)

DAY 2: God is with you everywhere.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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Bible Story: Joseph is imprisoned. (Genesis 39–40)

Bible Verse: “For the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  The Midianite merchants took Joseph about 300 

miles from Dothan to Egypt. There, it’s unlikely that 
Joseph knew the Egyptian customs and language.

•  Genesis 39 details Joseph’s 11 years as a slave. The 
phrase “The Lord was with Joseph” appears four 
times in this chapter. You’ll also read “The Lord gave 
him success…” and “[The Lord] showed him kindness 
and granted him favor.” Not an expected theme 
about such a hard chapter in Joseph’s life.

•  Note that Joseph’s coat—used as evidence of his 
“death” staged by his brothers—was now used as 
evidence against him by Potiphar’s wife.

•  Joseph is the first prisoner mentioned in the Bible.

•  Egyptians kept detailed dream books, which 
supposedly offered a “key” to understanding dreams. 
Joseph didn’t need a book—God told him what 
dreams meant!

WHY IT MATTERS
Joseph’s circumstances changed wildly throughout his 
life. Kids experience a life filled with changes, too. The 
U.S. Census Department estimates that the average 
person moves around 11 times in a lifetime! So it’s likely 
that the kids at your VBS understand the discomfort of 
a new neighborhood or new school. And it’s easy to feel 
disconnected from God on a busy playing field, alone at 
night, or in the midst of a thunderstorm. Yet, just as God 
was faithfully beside Joseph in each situation, kids need 
to know that God will be with them everywhere they go. 
God’s faithful goodness goes with us!

God is with you everywhere.

DAY 2
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Supplies
 Rattler*

•  hula hoops (1 per Crew in a 
rotation)

  10-foot lengths of rope (1 per 
Crew in a rotation)

  balloons, slightly 
underinflated (2-3 per Crew 
in a rotation)

  photocopies of the Wrap-
Up Questions: Tumbleweed 
Lasso (1 per Crew)

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

OPTION 1: Tumbleweed Lasso 

Pre-Game Setup
•  Tie one end of the rope securely to a hula hoop.

•  Spread out the balloons in the center of your 
play area.

Low Energy

Wrap-Up Questions: Cactus Golfing
Explain whether or not you felt like you had 
control over the ball.

Even when we don’t have control, God does. What part of 
your life do you not feel you have control over?

We can’t always be in charge of how things go in life. 
That’s when it’s good to know that God is in charge. 
(Awesome God!) It’s a big relief to know that no matter 
what, God has a plan and he’s in control.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local 
church use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs

Hula hoop with 
rope tied on

Balloon

Balloon

Balloon
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DAY 2
Let’s Play!
Give Crews a big welcome to Day 2 of Red Rocks Rec. 

We’re going to have some fun today getting to know each 
other better. We’re going to work together to round up some 
pesky desert tumbleweeds! 

1. Have Crews line up with the first people in line forming a 
circle about 10 feet from the balloons in the center of your 
play area.

2. Point out the “tumbleweeds”—the balloons spaced around 
your play area.

3. Show kids how they’ll hold the end of the rope in one hand 
and then use the other hand to toss the hoop and “lasso” a 
tumbleweed balloon.

4. When kids lasso a tumbleweed, they’ll attempt to pull it 
toward themselves using the rope. 

5. Once they get a tumbleweed in hand, they can replace 
the balloon and give the next person in line a turn with 
the lasso. 

After Crews are finished, have each Crew sit in a knee-to-
knee circle. Give each Crew Leader a copy of the Wrap-Up 
Questions: Tumbleweed Lasso to lead a quick discussion.

WHAT WE FOUND

We found that underinflated 
balloons are less likely to pop 
on grass or outdoor surfaces. 
This game also makes a 
great indoor game!

Wrap-Up Questions: Tumbleweed Lasso
Call out what worked and what didn’t to lasso the tumbling 
tumbleweeds.

Pretend to throw a lasso if you had to chase your 
tumbleweed. Pause. Cross your arms if your tumbleweed 
stayed in your lasso. Pause.

Even though you had to chase some tumbleweeds, you still 
caught some. You stuck with it! That’s a great reminder 
that God sticks with us, too. God chases us with his love like 
we chased the tumbleweeds. God is with you everywhere. 
(Awesome God!) 

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church 
use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs
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OPTION 2: River Raft Rock ’n’ Roll  
Supplies
 Rattler*

    parachutes* (1 for every 4 
Crews in a rotation)

  small inflatable beach balls or 
sponge balls (20 for every 4 
Crews in a rotation)

  plastic tubs (1 for every 4 
Crews in a rotation)

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Pre-Game Setup
•  Store balls for each parachute in a plastic tub.

High Energy

Parachute Beach balls

Plastic tub
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DAY 2
Let’s Play!
Welcome Crews back to Red Rocks Rec.

Yesterday I told you about the cool Operation Kid-to-Kid project 
we get to be a part of here at Monumental. Invite anyone who 
remembers to tell about the details of the project. 

Then fill in any gaps with the following project facts:

• Sometimes teachers end up spending their own money to 
make sure their students have the supplies they need. 

• Not only do simple school supplies equip kids for educational 
success, but these basics also give kids a sense of pride, 
independence, and ownership. 

• Every $1 gathered for Operation Kid-to-Kid will help purchase 
school supplies children need.

• Kids can invite their families to help them bring a donation for 
the project all week, and any amount helps—even spending 
time in prayer for kids who the project will help is a great way 
to donate!

• Remind everyone of where to deliver their donations at 
your VBS.

When we work together, this project will help our friends on 
reservations have access to plenty of new school supplies! Let’s 
work together to keep some rafts from getting out of control on 
the river!

1.  Have Crews spread out around the parachute and lift it, pulling 
it tight. Explain that this is the river.

2.  Tell players they’ll have to work together to keep “rafts” from 
falling off when you tell them what to do with the parachute.

3.  Have kids follow your directions to raise and lower the 
parachute to create big waves, move it quickly for little waves, 
and hold it still for no waves. Have them slow the waves, and 
begin tossing rafts onto the parachute. Then speed up the 
waves until Crews are shaking the parachute rapidly. Tell kids 
they must keep the rafts from falling off. 

4.  See how long Crews can shake the parachute with no rafts 
falling off. If one falls off, they start over—the parachute “river” 
must become still again, and all but one raft is removed.

5.  Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as Crews play. Turn 
off the CD and sound the Rattler when it’s time to stop the 
game. Then everyone can gather around you for a quick wrap-
up. Have your games assistants collect the parachutes and 
balls for the next rotation. 

What techniques did you use to keep the rafts from falling off?

On a wild river, you have to work together to keep the raft from 
getting out of control. This week we’ll work together to help kids 
who need school supplies! 
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OPTION 3: Desert Dunk   

Supplies
 Rattler*

  45-inch kiddie pools (1 for every 
4 Crews in a rotation)

•  bagged ice (2 bags for every 4 
Crews in a rotation, plus a few 
extra in case it melts rapidly) 

  access to a freezer or ice chest 
that will keep ice cubes frozen 

  paper towels (1 roll per 
rotation)

  disinfecting hand wipes (1 wipe 
per person)

• trash container

• timer

  photocopies of the Wrap-
Up Questions: Desert Dunk 
(1 per Crew)

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Pre-Game Setup
•  Set the kiddie pool in the center of your play area. 

•  Keep the bags of ice frozen until you’re ready to 
use them. 

•  Set a roll of paper towels, hand wipes, and a trash 
container nearby.

Medium Energy

Wrap-Up Questions: Cactus Golfing
Explain whether or not you felt like you had 
control over the ball.

Even when we don’t have control, God does. What part of 
your life do you not feel you have control over?

We can’t always be in charge of how things go in life. 
That’s when it’s good to know that God is in charge. 
(Awesome God!) It’s a big relief to know that no matter 
what, God has a plan and he’s in control.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local 
church use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs

Kiddie pool

Timer

Paper towels
Hand wipes

Trash 
container

Ice
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DAY 2
HOT TIP

Keep ice frozen until you’re 
ready to use it. As each 
rotation finishes, you can 
add more ice as needed. 
If the pool becomes too 
watery, you can have games 
assistants help dump it 
away from your play area 
and add fresh ice. 

HOT TIP

To get kids lined up around 
the pool, imagine the round 
pool is the face of a clock. 
Crews would line up at 12, 3, 
6, and 9.

Let’s Play!
Welcome Crews back to another fun day of Red Rocks Rec, and 
gather them near you so they can hear your instructions. 

It’s so great to see everyone! Boy, do I have a cool challenge for 
you today!

1. Have no more than four Crews around each pool. Each 
Crew will form a line and sit.

2. Have everyone remove shoes and socks and pass them to 
the back of the line to the Crew Leader, who’ll arrange them 
at the end of the line. 

3. Distribute a hand wipe to each person, and have kids wipe 
off their bare feet. Discard the wipes.

4. Explain to kids that the desert gets really hot, so they’re 
going to get an icy dunk. The goal is for each Crew to 
gather as many ice cubes as possible from the pool—and 
take them out using only their feet. Players will use their 
feet to place pieces of ice on a paper towel for the Crew. 

5. After 30 seconds of “fishing with their feet,” the player goes 
to the back of the line and it’s the next person’s turn.

6. Once each Crew member has had a turn, Crews count their 
ice cubes and cheer for each other.  

7. Let kids wipe off their feet with paper towels and then put 
on their shoes.

Have each Crew sit in a knee-to-knee circle, and give each 
Crew Leader a copy of the Wrap-Up Questions: Desert Dunk to 
lead a quick discussion.

Wrap-Up Questions: Desert Dunk
Describe what it was like to dig for the ice with your bare 
feet.

Today your feet helped cool you off, but they’re not really 
designed to dig for ice. What other kinds of things do your 
feet help you do?  

Your feet go everywhere you go. They help you run, jump, 
walk, and stand. They’re always right there. That’s a great 
reminder that God is always right there, too. God is with 
you everywhere. (Awesome God!) 

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church 
use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Meet with powerful 
Pharaoh to help him 
understand what his 
dreams mean.

KidVid™ Cinema
Bronson loves to play 
basketball, and he 
knows that his coach is 
in charge when he plays 
a game.

Canyon Closing
Watch a wild Problem 
Pendulum to see that 
even when our problems 
seem out of control, God 
is in charge.

Dry Creek Fishing Cactus Golfing Raindrop Launch

DAY 3: God is in charge.
Bible Verse: “How great is our Lord! His power is absolute!” (Psalm 147:5)

Bible Story: Joseph gets new responsibilities. (Genesis 41)

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 3 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Howell.

• Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Guide Cliff Towers as he tries 

to survive in the desert.

Imagination 
Station
Experiment with types of 
energy, then unleash a 
Coyote Cruiser to explore 
what potential energy 
can do!

Oasis Tastes
Desert Crunch

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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DAY 2

Bible Story: Joseph gets new responsibilities.  
(Genesis 41)

Bible Verse: “How great is our Lord! His power is 
absolute!” (Psalm 147:5)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  After interpreting dreams for the baker (who was 

executed) and the cupbearer (who prospered but 
then forgot about Joseph), Joseph stayed in prison 
for two full years. 

•  The book of Genesis never mentions Pharaoh’s name, 
so scholars can only speculate as to which specific 
leader Joseph served. The Egyptians viewed Pharaoh 
as a god, so perhaps the author didn’t want to invoke 
the name of a false deity.

•  In ancient Egypt, dream interpretation was a big deal. 
Kingdoms developed entire guilds devoted to dream 
interpretation! However, Joseph never takes personal 
credit for his ability to explain Pharaoh’s dreams. In 
fact, he says, “It is beyond my power to do this…but 
God can tell you what it means.” 

•  Joseph’s job description might have been like a 
“Grand Vizier” or “Overseer of the Royal Estates,” 
something that non-Egyptians rarely held. And 
Joseph married into a powerful priestly family, 
furthering his influence in Egypt.

•  The meaning of Joseph’s new, Egyptian name is 
a mystery to Bible scholars. Some think it means 

“revealer of secrets,” while others believe it translates 
to “God speaks and he lives.” Others propose the 
meaning “he who is called Anakh” or “my provision is 
God, the living one.”

WHY IT MATTERS
To Joseph, 13 years may have felt long and…
well, pointless! Maybe it even felt like the 

“bad guys” had won. He’d been enslaved, 
falsely accused, imprisoned, and forgotten. 
Yet, with our perspective of the whole 
story, we can see God’s hand guiding each 
instance. Perhaps the kids at your VBS are 
in the middle of the hard part of the story—
the dark, difficult, despairing part. 

Today you can point to a bigger picture and 
perspective—God’s! Encourage kids and 
give them the hope that God is in charge. 
God commands every aspect of our lives, 
even when it seems as if things are out 
of control. 

God is in charge.

DAY 3
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OPTION 1: Dry Creek Fishing 

Supplies
 Rattler*

  clean knee-high nylons (1 per 
Crew in a rotation)

•  yardstick (1 per Crew in a 
rotation)

•  tennis balls (1 per Crew in a 
rotation)

  painter’s tape, chalk, or 
pool noodles

   full 16-ounce bottles of water 
(1 per Crew in a rotation)

*  available from  group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

15 feet

Starting line

Pre-Game Setup
•  Push a tennis ball into the foot of a knee-high 

nylon (1 per Crew in a rotation).

•  Tie the open end of the knee-high to the end of 
a stick.

•  Designate a starting line. 

•  Use painter’s tape, chalk, or pool noodles to create 
a 3x3-foot square box for each Crew 15 feet from 
the starting line.

•  Place each Crew’s “fishing pole” in the square.

•   Place the water bottle 5 feet outside the square. 

Low Energy

Yardstick

Tennis ball

Water bottle

3x3-ft square

Clean knee-high stocking
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DAY 3
Let’s Play!
Give high-fives as everyone arrives, and welcome Crews back to 
Red Rocks Rec!

It’s hard to believe we’re already halfway through our week at 
Monumental! That means we have just a couple of days left to 
bring our donations for Operation Kid-to-Kid.

What are some good things you hope happen for kids who 
need these school supplies? Allow a few responses.

When kids receive new school supplies, they’ll know they’re 
cared for and they can be confident that they have what they 
need. God is going to do amazing things with what we give! 
What a great reminder that God is in charge. (Awesome God!) 

No matter what’s happening around us, we can trust that God 
is in control and he cares about us! Let’s play a silly game to 
celebrate that God is in charge, even when we feel like things 
are well…kinda wacky! 

1. Have each Crew form a line at the starting line. 

2. Explain that Crew members will race to their Crew’s square, 
pick up the “fishing pole,” and try to knock over the bottle 
of water with the tennis ball hanging down. No part of the 
pole can touch the water bottle, and kids can’t step outside 
the square.

3. When Crew members knock over the bottle, they drop the 
pole in the square and run back to their Crew, and the next 
person in line goes. Games assistants will set the bottles 
back upright 5 feet from the square.

4. Have Crews cheer for their Crew members. Play until 
everyone has had a turn to knock over the bottle. 

5. Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as Crews play. 
Turn off the CD and sound the Rattler when it’s time to 
stop the game. Then everyone can gather around you for a 
quick wrap-up. 

What would’ve made it easier to accomplish your fishing task?

It was difficult to control your crazy fishing pole! It may have 
felt like you didn’t have the right tools or what you needed to 
be successful. But you all hung in there and did a great job. 
That’s a lot like how it feels when kids don’t have the school 
supplies they need. But we can help through Operation 
Kid-to-Kid! 
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Medium Energy

OPTION 2: Cactus Golfing  

Supplies
 Rattler*

  pool noodles (1 per Crew in a 
rotation)

•  4 rectangular laundry 
baskets or boxes 

•  small or medium beach balls 
(1 per Crew in a rotation)

• jump-ropes

 spray bottles

• water 

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

   photocopies of the Wrap-Up 
Questions: Cactus Golfing 
(1 per Crew)

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

5 feet 5 feet
5 feet 5 feet

Pre-Game Setup
•  Create a “golf course” that progresses around your 

play area by laying the laundry baskets on their 
sides. Leave plenty of space between the baskets 
for multiple golfers.

•  Use jump-ropes to mark an X about 5 feet in front 
of each basket opening.

•  Recruit games assistants to mist kids whenever 
they miss a shot.

Wrap-Up Questions: Cactus Golfing
Explain whether or not you felt like you had control 
over the ball.

Even when we don’t have control, God does. What part of 
your life do you not feel you have control over?

We can’t always be in charge of how things go in life. 
That’s when it’s good to know that God is in charge. 
(Awesome God!) It’s a big relief to know that no matter 
what, God has a plan and he’s in control.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local 
church use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs

Laundry 
baskets

Spray bottle 
with water

Pool noodleBeach ball

Jump-ropes
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DAY 3
HOT TIP

Make sure your games 
assistants spray players 
only at their middles or on 
arms or legs—no squirts to 
the face or heads, and the 
goal is not to completely 
soak anyone.

Let’s Play!
Welcome everyone back to Red Rocks Rec.

In this game, you’re going to be desert golfers. Stand on the 
X and use a pool noodle to hit the ball into a basket. When 
you’re through, you’ll grab the beach ball and return to the 
next person in your Crew line. But there is one small catch: If 
you miss a shot, you get sprayed with water!

1. Have Crews line up at the starting point.

2. Give the first person in each Crew a pool noodle and a ball.

3. Explain that kids can only use the pool noodle as a golf 
club to hit the ball into the laundry basket. If kids miss, the 
games assistants mist them.

4. Once the ball makes it inside the basket, the player can 
gather it and move on to the next hole. Kids will try to get 
through the course as quickly as possible.

5.  As kids play, have game assistants mist them with water. 

When time is up, turn off the music and sound the Rattler to 
end the game. Give each Crew Leader a copy of the Wrap-Up 
Questions: Cactus Golfing for a quick discussion with his or 
her Crew. 

Wrap-Up Questions: Cactus Golfing
Explain whether or not you felt like you had control over the 
ball.

Even when we don’t have control, God does. What part of 
your life do you not feel you have control over?

We can’t always be in charge of how things go in life. That’s 
when it’s good to know that God is in charge. (Awesome 
God!) It’s a big relief to know that no matter what, God has a 
plan and he’s in control.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church 
use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs
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High Energy

OPTION 3: Raindrop Launch  

Supplies
 Rattler*

 plastic or foam disposable 
bowls (1 per Crew member in 
a rotation)

  sponge balls (1 for every 2 
Crew members in a rotation)

   large buckets of water (1 per 
Crew in a rotation)

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

*  available from  group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Pre-Game Setup
•  Soak the sponge balls in the buckets of water.

Buckets of 
water

Sponge 
balls

Plastic or foam 
disposable bowls

28



DAY 3
Let’s Play!
Welcome everyone back to Red Rocks Rec. 

People who live in the desert aren’t in charge of the weather, 
so they have to be prepared to take advantage of any 
rainy days. 

If you were in charge of the weather, what kind of weather 
would you make it all the time?

In the desert, there’s rarely rain. Imagine one day it started to 
rain and you could gather the rain to drink and water crops. 
Would you share the rainwater or keep it to yourself? 

It would be tempting to keep all that rainwater for ourselves, 
wouldn’t it? Especially when you don’t know when the next 
rain might come. Let’s play a game where you can imagine 
sharing raindrops—and you might even get wet in the process!

1. Have kids in Crews form pairs. Give each person a plastic 
bowl “launcher,” and demonstrate how to hold it and launch a 
soaked sponge ball. 

2. Explain that each sponge ball is a giant “raindrop.” Give one 
sponge ball to each pair, and have them stand face-to-face 
close together.

3. Put the raindrop in one bowl, and explain that players will 
take turns “launching” a raindrop into their partner’s bowl. 
Each time they successfully catch the raindrop, partners each 
take a step backward.

4. If the pair drops the raindrop, they must soak their raindrop in 
the bucket of water. If they drop it twice, they must soak their 
raindrop and start over. 

5. Play upbeat songs from the Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD during the game. 

When time’s up, turn off the music and sound the Rattler. Gather 
everyone around you for high-fives and a quick discussion.

We may not have control over the rain, but we can trust that 
God always cares about us. God is in charge! (Awesome God!) 
He gives us what we need.
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Use their senses to 
experience how Jesus 
saved the entire world 
through his power 
and love. 

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 4 Bible Point and 

verse, and meet Bible Memory 
Buddy Rollo.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Encourage Cliff Towers when he 

feels too weak to do what’s right.

Imagination 
Station
Craft an Ink-n-Shrink 
Wristband that goes 
from wimpy to wow...with 
just a little heat!

KidVid™ Cinema
Fabio faced a scary 
hurricane, but he knows 
God is even stronger than 
the big storm.

Canyon Closing
Take part in a jaw-
dropping drama about 
Jesus’ awesome power 
over death!

Oasis Tastes
Cactus Spears

Hula Hoop-deo Cottontail Racers Splash Down Volleyball

Bible Verse: “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from  
God’s love.” (Romans 8:38)

Bible Story: Jesus dies and comes back to life. (Luke 23–24:12)

DAY 4: God is stronger than anything.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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DAY 4

Bible Story: Jesus dies and comes back to life.  
(Luke 23–24:12)

Bible Verse: “And I am convinced that nothing can 
ever separate us from God’s love.” (Romans 8:38)

CONSIDER THIS:
•   The Romans reserved crucifixion for criminals without 

Roman citizenship. Usually only slaves, rebels, and the 
worst political offenders received such a gruesome 
sentence. This horrible public punishment was meant 
to deter crime throughout the empire. 

•  After being cruelly beaten, Jesus was forced by 
guards to carry one of the beams of the cross, a 
common practice in Bible times. Jesus carried this 
beam about a third of a mile, and the wood beam 
could have weighed as much as 125 pounds.

•  Jesus tells the thief, “I assure you, today you will be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). The word paradise 
is used only three times in the New Testament  
(2 Corinthians 12:4 and Revelation 2:7). Some  
scholars believe the word refers to a place of  
rest between death and resurrection. 

•  Jesus cried out, “Father, I entrust my spirit into your 
hands!” (Luke 23:46), which is from Psalm 31:5. During 
Jesus’ time, Jews used this verse as an evening prayer 
before they went to sleep. What beautiful words for 
Jesus as he voluntarily gave up his life, and what a 
beautiful prayer for us today to surrender each day 
to him! 

•  The Bible records at least eight other individuals 
who came to life after death—not including the 
many after Jesus’ death (Matthew 27:52-53). God’s 
power, not their own power, raised all eight of these 
people. God restored these individuals temporarily to 
their earthly lives, and later they all died again. Jesus’ 
resurrection is unique! His resurrection came from 
God’s power…and Jesus is the only one who never 
died again!

WHY IT MATTERS
Kids live in a world of bigger, better, stronger, 
faster. Whether it’s computer speed, the 
most popular athlete, or the latest superhero, 
they’re enamored by power. Yet, in reality, 
death is the strongest, most final thing any 
of us face. Well…until Jesus! Today isn’t just 
about pointing to God’s power to create 
mighty mountains or spectacular seas. The 
greatest picture of God’s power is the way he 
conquered death, out of his unfathomable 
love for us. Share this message with joy and 
hope, giving kids the good news that we can 
live eternally because nothing—not even 
death—is stronger than our great God!

God is stronger than anything.

DAY 4
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OPTION 1: Hula Hoop-deo 
Supplies
 Rattler*

•  hula hoops (1 per Crew in a 
rotation)

 hand wipes

 trash container

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Medium Energy

Pre-Game Setup

Hula hoop
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DAY 4
Let’s Play!
This week we’ve been journeying through a Monumental 
desert, finding all kinds of fun and exciting things to celebrate 
about God. People are one of God’s coolest creations...and 
we’re getting to help people through Operation Kid-to-Kid!

Let’s play a game to help us think of all the new school 
supplies kids will have when we work together!

1. Have each Crew stand in a circle and clean their hands with 
hand wipes. Discard the wipes. 

2. Have everyone in the Crew hold hands, with a hula hoop 
hooked between two Crew members.

3. Explain that Crews will need to work together to “thread” 
the hula hoop over each person and all the way around the 
circle—without letting go of the hands they’re holding. Crew 
members will say the name of a school supply, then step 
through the hula hoop, work it up over their body, and slide 
it onto the next person’s arm—all the way around the circle.

4. Once the hula hoop is back to the starting point, the 
challenge is complete.

5. Have Crews play as many rounds as time allows, and 
encourage them to work faster with each round. 

Sound the Rattler when time is up.

Great job passing the hoop! You know, a hoop is a circle—with 
no beginning and no end. 

Call out a few things you wish would never end.

You may wish summer would never end! But this year, when 
summer ends, you can think of all the new school supplies that 
kids on reservations will have. 
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OPTION 2: Cottontail Racers 

Supplies
 Rattler*

•  cotton balls (5 per Crew in a 
rotation) 

•  disposable bowls (1 per 
person in a rotation, plus 1 
per Crew in a rotation)

  disposable spoons 
(1 per person)

 trash container

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Pre-Game Setup
•  Place five cotton balls in a disposable bowl for 

each Crew. 

•  Set out six spoons and six disposable bowls for 
each Crew.

Low Energy

Disposable bowls 
& spoons

Cotton balls

Trash  
container
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DAY 4
Let’s Play!
As Crews arrive, warmly welcome as many Crew members as 
you can by name.

This game is called Cottontail Racers, and you’re on a racing 
team with these other bunnies—er, Crew members! This 
game requires you to work quickly together to complete 
the challenge.

Hold up a cotton ball. 

Cotton balls are really light. You don’t have to be strong to 
move them, right? I mean watch. Toss the cotton ball back and 
forth in your hands. If I challenged you to move cotton balls 
from one bowl to another, you’d probably think that’s easy. 
But what if I told you that you can’t use your hands or arms? 
That makes it a little harder! And that’s your challenge!

1. Have each Crew form a circle. If you have tables, have kids 
sit in chairs. If you’re playing on the ground, have kids lie on 
their bellies. 

2. Give each Crew member a bowl and a spoon. Place the 
bowl of five cotton balls next to the person whose birthday 
is closest to Christmas.  

3. The goal of the game is for players to scoop cotton balls 
one at a time from one bowl to the next using only the 
spoon between their teeth. The starting player will scoop 
the cotton balls one at time from the starting bowl into 
his or her bowl. As soon as a cotton ball is in the bowl, the 
next person can begin scooping the cotton ball into his or 
her bowl.  

4. Scoop until all five cotton balls have made it around the 
circle into the last person’s bowl. 

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD in the background 
while Crews play. When time’s up, turn off the music and sound 
the Rattler to mark the end of the game. Discard the spoons.

Have your games assistants reset the supplies and include 
fresh spoons for the next rotation. 

You couldn’t use your hands for this. Explain how your body 
was feeling during the challenge.  

Your body may have felt weak, awkward, or challenged! In life, 
you may not always feel like you have the skill or strength to 
do something. But God is stronger than any challenge we face! 
God is stronger than anything. (Awesome God!) 

HOT TIP

This is a great game to 
demonstrate with your 
game helpers. Seeing it 
in action makes it easy to 
understand.
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OPTION 3: Splash Down Volleyball  

Supplies
 Rattler*

  beach towels (2 per Crew in a 
rotation)

  10-foot lengths of rope for 
“volleyball nets” (1 per Crew in 
a rotation)

  large sponges or foam balls 
(1 per Crew in a rotation)

 bucket of water

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Pre-Game Setup
•  Stretch out the lengths of rope in straight lines 

throughout your play area, one rope per Crew, 
leaving lots of room between the lines.

•  Soak the sponge balls in a water bucket. 

High Energy

Rope

Bucket  
of water

Foam ball

Beach towels
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DAY 4

HOT TIP

Kids will experience 
a more thorough 
Gospel presentation 
during Awesome Bible 
Adventures today.

HOT TIP

Ensure you have an easy 
way to refill your bucket 
of water.

Let’s Play!
Welcome everyone and gather Crews.

This exciting game will challenge you to use all your strength 
while you work together.

1. Show Crews the “volleyball nets”—the rope lines stretched 
out on the ground.

2. Explain that each Crew will form two teams. One team 
moves to each side of the volleyball net. 

3. Have each team hold the beach towel outstretched 
between them. Drop a wet sponge ball onto one team’s 
beach towel. 

4. Challenge each team to launch the sponge ball as high as 
they can over the volleyball net on the count of three. The 
other team will work together to try to catch the sponge 
ball in their beach towel, then return the ball by launching it 
in the air back over the volleyball net.

5. Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD. Play for about 
five minutes, then have Crews gather around you.

When time is up, turn off the music and sound the Rattler to 
end the game. Have your games assistants gather the sponge 
balls and beach towels.

When you launched your sponge ball, you needed all your 
strength. When you tried to catch it, you needed all your 
smarts to work together.

What’s something you’re not strong enough to do on your 
own? Share your own story first.

What’s something you think God is strong enough to do?

God is so strong that he can overcome anything. He’s even 
stronger than death! God showed how much he loves us 
when he gave his Son, Jesus, to die on the cross so we could 
be forgiven for our sins. Sin is strong, but God is soooo much 
stronger! God is stronger than anything. (Awesome God!) 

37



 

Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Meet a servant in 
Pharaoh’s palace who 
guides kids in the 
amazing drama of 
Joseph’s miraculous 
family reunion!

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 5 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Jet.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Celebrate with Cliff as he pre-

pares to launch a new—and 
improved—TV show!

Imagination 
Station
Hop into the science 
behind a Jumping 
Jet, then discover 
the surprising way 
God makes desert 
flowers bloom.

KidVid™ Cinema
Riley makes and sells hair 
scrunchies to buy gifts 
that surprise hurting kids 
at a children’s hospital.

Canyon Closing
See a surprising, color-
changing experiment 
that celebrates God’s 
great surprises!

Oasis Tastes
Rockin’ Wraps

Speedy Scavengers Foot Ball Pass Ice Cube Dash

Bible Verse: “Come and see what our God has done, what awesome miracles he 
performs for people!” (Psalm 66:5)

Bible Story: Joseph reunites with his family. (Genesis 42–45)

DAY 5: God is surprising.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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DAY 5

Bible Story: Joseph reunites with his family.  
(Genesis 42–45)

Bible Verse: “Come and see what our God has 
done, what awesome miracles he performs for  
people!” (Psalm 66:5)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  Egyptian farmers relied on the annual flooding 

of the Nile River. The floodwaters deposited rich, 
black soil on the banks of the Nile, where farmers 
planted their crops. Without the floods, famine 
would be imminent. This famine was so severe, so 
far-reaching, that people in Canaan (200 miles 
away) felt it, too.

•  How could Joseph’s brothers not recognize him? 
Twenty-one years had passed since they’d sold 
him into slavery, and Joseph had only been a 
teenager at that time. Plus, it’s likely that Joseph 
had adopted the clean-shaven appearance 
common to Egyptians.

•  Scripture isn’t clear why Joseph seems to 
manipulate his brothers so much. Perhaps it’s 
simply because he’s human and overwhelmed 
with emotion. Or he wants them to stick around 
for a while so he can decide what to do.

•  The silver cup Joseph placed in Benjamin’s grain 
sack was traditionally used for divination—or 
telling the future.

•  The first mention of carts in the Bible is in this 
passage—when Pharaoh sent them to help 
Jacob’s family move from Canaan to Egypt.

God is surprising.

WHY IT MATTERS
What surprises us never surprises God! Our great 
God—full of love, joy, and hope—continually lavishes 
surprises on us. Kids often think of surprises as big, 
noisy, exciting events. Today is a great opportunity 
to help kids remember that small moments can be 
full of surprise, too. Some may be as big as Joseph’s 
long-lost family showing up one day. Other times, a 
surprisingly vivid sunrise might take our breath away. 
Wrap up your week by celebrating all of God’s good 
surprises—big and small—as gifts from a loving, 
faithful God.
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OPTION 1: Speedy Scavengers  

Supplies
  clean, empty egg cartons 
(1 per Crew in a rotation)

  copies of the “Speedy 
Scavengers List” from p. 46 
(1 per Crew in a rotation)

 tape

•  pebbles (1-2 per Crew in a 
rotation, plus extras)

  small army figures (1-2 per 
Crew in a rotation, plus 
extras)

•  toothpicks (1-2 per Crew in a 
rotation, plus extras)

•  small pompoms (1-2 per Crew 
in a rotation, plus extras)

  small plastic bugs (1-2 per 
Crew in a rotation, plus 
extras)

 timer 

Pre-Game Setup
•  Print the Speedy Scavengers Lists, and tape them 

to the inside lids of the egg cartons.

•  Spread the scavenger items throughout your play 
area, ensuring some are easier to find than others.

Medium Energy

Speedy Scavengers List

Plastic army figure Toothpick Plastic bugPebble Pompom

Egg carton

Scavenger list

Pompom

Pebble

Plastic bug

Plastic army 
figure

Toothpick
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DAY 5
Let’s Play!
Greet Crews for the last day of Red Rocks Rec.

We’ve done a lot of good this week donating to Operation Kid-
to-Kid. Because of this project, kids who live on Native American 
reservations will have access to plenty of school supplies. They 
might be surprised to find that they can get what they need! 
God is surprising (Awesome God!), and you’re showing his love! 
Now let’s see how well you can find fun surprises.

1. Give each Crew an egg carton. 

2. Explain that Crews will use the key on the egg carton lid as a 
guide for what to search for. Crew Leaders will hold the egg 
carton while everyone else works together to find the items.

3. Crews will work together to collect the items in the order 
they are shown on the Scavenger List. Once they find an 
item, they can place it in the spot in the egg carton that 
corresponds with the Scavenger List. If they find more than 
one of the same item, they can collect one extra, for a total 
of two of the same item.

4. Explain that they’ll have three minutes to quickly search for 
the items.

5. Clarify rules as needed, and sound the Rattler to begin.  
Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as Crews 
scavenge. Give Crews three minutes to find the items. 

6. When time is up, turn off the music and sound the Rattler. 

Invite Crews that found more than one of an item to share with 
Crews that didn’t find that item. Crews can share high-fives to 
celebrate the happiness that Operation Kid-to-Kid will bring to 
others. Collect the egg cartons from Crew Leaders, and have 
your games helper redistribute the Scavenger List items to 
prepare for the next rotation.

HOT TIP

Give Crews instructions to 
work together to find each 
individual item rather than 
splitting up to find different 
items at once. This will take 
longer, but we want Crews 
to stick together. Also, have 
Crew Leaders stay in charge 
of the egg cartons to ensure 
items don’t disappear.
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OPTION 2: Foot Ball Pass 

Supplies
 Rattler*

  inflated beach balls (1 per 
Crew in a rotation)

inflated balloons (1 per Crew 
in a rotation)

sponge balls (1 per Crew in a 
rotation)

  photocopies of the Wrap-Up 
Questions: Foot Ball Pass (1 
per Crew)

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

*  available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Pre-Game Setup
•  Inflate a beach ball and balloon for each Crew.

Low Energy

Wrap-Up Questions: Cactus Golfing
Explain whether or not you felt like you had 
control over the ball.

Even when we don’t have control, God does. What part of 
your life do you not feel you have control over?

We can’t always be in charge of how things go in life. 
That’s when it’s good to know that God is in charge. 
(Awesome God!) It’s a big relief to know that no matter 
what, God has a plan and he’s in control.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local 
church use. Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs

Beach ball

Balloon

Sponge ball
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DAY 5
Let’s Play!
Welcome everyone back for the last day at Red Rocks Rec.

In what ways have you worked together with your Crew 
this week? 

What’s your favorite thing about your Crew?

Well, this game is going to get your Crew working 
together again!

1. Have each Crew sit in circle with their feet in the center, 
then have Crew members lie on their backs.

2. Explain that they will work together to pass something 
around the circle—using only their feet. They’ll have to send 
the Thank You-er to come get the object from you.

3. Have a Crew demonstrate passing a beach ball. 

4. Crews will race to pass the ball around the fastest. If they 
drop their ball, they can start with the last person who 
successfully passed it. Once they make it around the circle, 
the Thank You-er comes up to get a different object. You’ll 
select a different item for each Crew so it’s a surprise.

5. Play for about five minutes.

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD as everyone plays. 
After several rounds, turn off the music and sound the Rattler. 
Have Crews sit up, and give each Crew Leader a copy of the 
Wrap-Up Questions: Foot Ball Pass to lead a quick discussion.

Wrap-Up Questions: Foot Ball Pass
How did you feel each time a different item was brought out?

Call out some other silly, surprising things we could’ve passed.

You never know what new and surprising things will happen in 
life. Things that may be surprising to us are no surprise to God. 
God is surprising! (Awesome God!) 

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. 
Copyright © 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs
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OPTION 3: Ice Cube Dash  

Supplies
 Rattler*

•  bagged ice (3-4 pieces 
per person)

  cooler or access to freezer to 
keep ice frozen until use

  buckets (2 per Crew in a 
rotation)

 paper towels

• trash container

  Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD* and CD player

*  available from  
group.com/Monumental 
or your Group VBS supplier

25-30 feet

Starting line

Pre-Game Setup
•  Keep the ice frozen until you’re ready to use it.

•  Place one empty bucket for each Crew at the 
starting line. 

•  Place buckets of ice about 25 to 30 feet away from 
the starting line. Ensure each bucket is filled about 
halfway so Crews have the same amount of ice.

High Energy

Empty bucket Bucket of ice
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DAY 5
Let’s Play!
Greet everyone for the last day of Red Rocks Rec if you 
haven’t already.

Get ready to run, run, run to keep your fingers from freezing 
and your ice from melting while you fill your team’s bucket. 

1. Have Crews line up behind the relay starting line.

2. Explain that Crew members will take turns running to the 
ice bucket, scooping up two handfuls of ice, then running 
back to their team’s bucket. They cannot drop ANY ice; 
if they do, they must stop, pick it up, spin in a circle, and 
then continue.

3. When one person returns with ice, the next person goes. 
Crews will run and carry ice until all the ice in the ice bucket 
is moved into the team’s empty bucket.

4. When Crews finish transporting all their ice from one bucket 
to another, they can sit and dry their hands.

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD while everyone 
plays, then turn off the CD when time’s up and sound the 
Rattler to gather everyone around you for a quick wrap-up. 
Have your games assistants exchange and refill the buckets 
with ice, as needed, for the next rotation.

You probably dropped some ice in the game. In life, sometimes 
we “drop the ball” or make mistakes.

Share a brief example of a time you “dropped the ball,” such as 
forgetting to pick up a child after practice.

How do you feel when you mess up?

When we make mistakes that hurt others, their forgiveness 
can be surprising. God’s forgiveness is something that often 
surprises us!

God is surprising. (Awesome God!) He’s always willing to 
forgive us and give us second chances, no matter what.
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group.com/vbsgroup.com/Monumental

Questions:

Follow Group VBS on:

Red Rocks Rec
Day 1

• Splash Marks the Spot
• Rattlesnake Egg Rustle
• Jumping Jelly Balls

Day 2

• Tumbleweed Lasso
• River Raft Rock ’n’ Roll
• Desert Dunk

Day 4

• Hula Hoop-deo
• Cottontail Racers
• Splash Down Volleyball

Day 5

• Speedy Scavengers
• Foot Ball Pass
• Ice Cube Dash

Day 3

• Dry Creek Fishing
• Cactus Golfing
• Raindrop Launch

Check your Monumental catalog 
for the Games-at-a-Glance 
cards! These sturdy, laminated 
cards feature streamlined game 
instructions so you don’t need 
to carry your book out to the 
playing area!

Red Rocks Rec 

Games-at-a-Glance Cards
Red Rocks Rec 

group.com/Monumental


	EVBS22_GamesLM_CVR
	EVBS22_Games_INT



