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Relational 
Person-to-person 

interaction enhances 
spiritual growth 

and builds Christian 
friendships.

Experiential 
What we experience 
through action and 

discussion sticks with 
us up to 9 times longer 
than what we simply 

hear or read.

Applicable 
The aim of ministry 
is to equip people to 
be both hearers and 
doers of God’s Word.

Lifelong 
Experiences 

transform the heart, 
moving faith beyond 
the walls of church 

and into everyday life 
for years to come.



Thanks for joining the team!
You rock. You really do! 

Monumental VBS is going to be full of Bible adventures, 
games, music, snacks, hugs, high-fives, and sciency-fun 

“wows.” But we’re doing more than simply entertaining kids. 
We have a powerful purpose at the heart of every  

single activity: 

Helping kids experience Jesus’ love.

That’s why we’re here…and you are an important part of 
making that happen. You’re the hands and heart of God, 

showing kids his vast and unchanging love for each of them. 

We couldn’t do this without you. What you do matters!

In fact…it’s monumental.
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Choose a room for Awesome Bible 
Adventures. 
Ideally, your room should be large and 
off by itself a little. Kids aren’t just 
sitting still or staying put during these 
Bible Adventures!

Before Monumental

Pray for everyone who will attend 
Monumental. 
Ask God to prepare your heart and the 
hearts of the kids and leaders who will 
be part of VBS.

Work with the VBS Director to collect 
necessary supplies. 
Almost all the supplies are easy to find 
around the church, from church members,  
or from Group.

Determine the number of Crews you’ll 
have in each rotation. 
Kids join mixed-age Crews—groups of up 
to five elementary-age kids and one adult 
or teenage leader. Plan on one-fourth of 
the total number of Crews in each rotation. 
If your VBS has 20 Crews, you’ll work with 
five Crews (approximately 25 kids and five 
leaders) during each session.

Create a unique setting each day.
Kids become part of the Bible story with 
their hearts, minds, and emotions. Part of 
that experience comes when you create 
a unique setting each day. You’ll use 
decorations again and again to easily 
create different settings.

This  
is you!

Sing & Play 
Celebration

Canyon 
Closing

Oasis 
Tastes

Red  
Rocks Rec

Imagination 
Station

 KidVid™ 
Cinema

Awesome Bible 
Adventures
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Use an attention-getting signal. 
Attention-getting signals let kids know when it’s 
time to stop what they’re doing and look at you. 
Use the Rattler (available from Group Publishing 
or your Group VBS supplier) or another signal of 
your choice.

Call on kids’ Crew roles. 
Every day, kids choose one of five jobs: Guide, 
Kit Carrier, Prayer Person, Schedule Supervisor, 
or Thank You-er! Kids love when those jobs get 
called on!

Get Crew Leaders involved! 
Guide Crew Leaders to participate right along 
with kids. When Crew Leaders listen, get 
involved, and have fun, kids do too!

Gather outside the room first. 
Gathering kids outside the room allows you to 
set the scene before they even enter the room 
and gives you the opportunity to create a big 
“wow” all at once.

Repeat the daily Bible Point often. 
Every activity focuses on one memorable Bible 
truth called the Bible Point. Repeating the 
Bible Point helps kids remember it and apply 
it to their lives after VBS. Each time kids hear 
the day’s Bible Point, they point up and say, 
“Awesome God!”

During Monumental
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Explore how God loved 
Joseph and his family, 
even when they made a 
mess of things.

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•   Learn the Day 1 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Harley.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Meet Cliff Towers, a less-than-

adventurous reality TV star.

Imagination 
Station
Check out sciency 
surprises about our eyes, 
then explore ways to 
make cool Chromo Slime 
change colors.

KidVid™ Cinema
Samuel’s eyes may not 
work well, but he can 
see God’s greatness and 
knows that God loves 
him no matter what!

Canyon Closing
 End the day with a 
sciency-wow to discover 
that even when we “blow 
it,” God still sticks with us.

Oasis Tastes
Southwest Sunshine

Red Rocks Rec

Splash Marks the Spot Rattlesnake Egg Rustle Jumping Jelly Balls

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Bible Verse: “Your unfailing love will last forever.” (Psalm 89:2)

Bible Story: Joseph’s family feuds. (Genesis 37)

DAY 1: God loves you no matter what.
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DAY 1
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Bible Story: Joseph’s family feuds. (Genesis 37)

Bible Verse: “Your unfailing love will last forever.” 
(Psalm 89:2)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  Jacob’s family was full of conflict! His sons came from 

four different mothers, creating an environment of 
competition among the siblings. Jacob stoked the 
rivalry by openly treating Joseph as his favorite. Yet 
God used an imperfect family to show his incredible, 
intentional power and plans.

•  Details about Joseph’s colorful coat are minimal, 
partly because the Hebrew word describing it is 
somewhat unclear. However, the fact that only 
Joseph had such a garment—something fine when 
clothing tended toward functional—shone a spotlight 
on his favored status.

•  It’s interesting to note that Joseph’s dream involved 
bundles of grain, something he’d eventually be put in 
charge of in Pharaoh’s court. 

•  Joseph’s brothers sold him for 20 shekels—about two 
years’ wages at that time. 

•  The Midianites and Ishmaelites who bought Joseph 
were descendants of Abraham, making them 
distantly related to Joseph! Some scholars equate 
them with Joseph’s second or third cousins.

WHY IT MATTERS
Like Joseph’s family, we all have our imperfections. 
Siblings squabble. Kids tattle. Parents disagree. Things 
get messy! It’s a good thing God doesn’t withhold his 
love until we’re perfect! In the midst of our failings, God 
loves and blesses us. Kids may feel they have to earn 
friendship on the playground. (Some may even feel they 
need to earn love at home.) Today, reassure kids that 
God loves them in spite of their faults. What a comfort 
to know that God doesn’t wait for us to get everything 
right! His unfailing love is always there for us!

God loves you no matter what.



Items for Every Day:

 Bible

 Rattler*

•  small blankets or throw rugs 
for Crews to sit on (1 per 
Crew in a rotation) 

•  helper (more than 1 
would be great!)

•  poster paper, marker, and 
masking tape for writing 
questions (optional)

  Sing & Play Celebration 
Music CD and CD player

Day 1 Supplies:

 Stone Wall Plastic Backdrops*

  Desert Sand Plastic Backdrops*

 Blue Sky Plastic Backdrops*

•  cardboard boxes

•  sturdy tape, such as gaffer’s tape

•  plastic greenery or potted plants

•  rolls of crepe paper streamers 
(put rolls of blue, orange, and 
yellow into a basket for each 
Crew in a rotation)

  Starburst candies (1 wrapped 
candy per Crew)

•  trash bag

*available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Prepare for Adventure
Tear several small pieces of yellow crepe paper to be “gold,” 
and keep them handy. You’ll need one per Crew.
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Hang Blue Sky Plastic  
Backdrop* from ceiling.

Place blankets for small-group 
Crews to sit on and circle up 
knee-to-knee for discussion.

Tape Desert Sand Plastic 
Backdrop* on walls. Place 
greenery around room for 
added texture.

Wrap cardboard boxes with 
Stone Wall Plastic Backdrop*. 
Create a stone wall along the 
edge of the room.

Jacob’s Field in Canaan



DAY 1

WHAT WE FOUND

We’ve found it can be helpful 
to write each discussion 
question on poster paper. 
Hang it up and cover it with 
another paper. Reveal each 
question when it’s asked so 
Crew Leaders and kids have 
an easy reference!

HOT TIP

Recruit a dedicated 
helper for Awesome Bible 
Adventures. Because so 
much goes on behind the 
scenes to make each day’s 
Bible story leap to life, you’ll 
need someone at the 
ready. Bible teaching is a 
team sport!

HOT TIP

Gathering outside your room 
builds anticipation for each 
day’s surprise inside—and 
allows time for latecomer 
Crews to join.

HOT TIP

Be aware that each child’s 
family situation will vary 
greatly, and some kids may 
even be hesitant to share 
if they worry their family 
doesn’t fit an “acceptable” 
model. Keep an ear out 
and encourage leaders to 
welcome responses with a 
listening ear.

Welcome Crews
Enthusiastically greet Crews outside your Awesome Bible 
Adventures room, holding your Bible.

I’m so glad you’re here! My name is [your name], and every day 
when you come to Awesome Bible Adventures, we’ll explore a 
totally true, amazing adventure from the Bible. 

Hold up your Bible.

You may think the Bible is just an old book that’s kind of hard 
to read. But here you’ll discover that it’s full of true stories 
that show God’s greatness! Let’s jump back into Bible times 
right now! 

Motion to the door. 

We’ll be outside in the fields today, so let’s head to an ancient 
place called Canaan!

Dress Up Joseph
Usher Crews into the room and ask them to circle up in knee-
to-knee circles on their Crew blankets.

Today’s story starts with a big, big family. In my family, 
I’m the… 

Tell a little about your family, if you have brothers or sisters, and 
where you fall in birth order.

What’s your family like? Tell your Crew about your family. Do 
you have any siblings? Are you the oldest, the youngest, or 
somewhere in the middle? 

Allow a couple of minutes for Crews to share. 

Listen in to a few Crews to get an idea of when conversation is 
wrapping up or if they need more time. Some Crews will finish 
sooner than others—that’s okay!

This week we’re going to be learning about a guy named 
Joseph. He was the 11th of 12 brothers. And he was his 
dad’s favorite!

His dad even got him a fancy, colorful robe because he loved 
Joseph so much.

So if you’re the youngest in your Crew, you’re going to be 
Joseph! Everyone else will be Joseph’s siblings.

Siblings, I’m going to need your help getting Joseph all decked 
out in his cool robe! Tear some strips of colorful crepe paper 
and drape it over Joseph’s shoulders to help him put on his 
robe. You have one minute! 

Distribute crepe paper streamers for colorful coat-making. 
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Allow time for creativity while “Joseph” remains standing in the 
middle of the Crew.

Wow! I can tell these are the favorites in the group! They look a 
lot more…um, interesting than the rest of us! 

Share about a time you could tell someone else was a 
teacher’s or parent’s favorite. Crew Leaders, you go first. 

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD while Crews talk 
together for two minutes. Then sound the Rattler. 

Well, Joseph’s older brothers could definitely tell he was 
the favorite. They didn’t get a fancy robe! And they were 
pretty jealous!

God loved Joseph when things were going well. And God also 
loved Joseph’s brothers—who weren’t the dad’s favorites.

Display Dreams
Well, Joseph didn’t exactly do much to help his brothers like 
him more. In fact, he made things worse!

Have you ever known someone who kind of rubbed it in that 
they thought they were better than you? Maybe they bragged 
about their straight A’s or their wall of trophies? 

Well, that’s kind of like what Joseph did. He had a couple of 
dreams that made himself look pretty good, and he bragged 
about them to his brothers.

In the first dream, Joseph and his brothers were out in the 
field, tying up bundles of grain. Everyone, get a few strands of 
orange crepe paper and hold it to be your grain. 

Allow time for everyone to get their orange crepe paper.

In the dream, Joseph’s grain stood up tall, and all the other 
bundles bowed before Joseph’s grain. Let’s act that out. 
Josephs, hold your grain high up above your head. Everyone 
else, hold your grain low and bow to Joseph. 

Have kids act out bowing with their grain. 

Have kids freeze in place. 

I wonder what Joseph’s brothers felt like when they heard 
about his dream. If you’re bowing, call out a word that tells 
how you feel. Pause.

Okay, dream is over! You can circle back up with your Crew. 
Crew Leaders, grab that grain and toss it into a little grain pile 
behind you. 

This dream meant that Joseph thought all his brothers would 
bow to him. That’s not the best thing to brag about to people 
who already don’t like you!
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DAY 1
And then Joseph had another dream. In this one, the sun, 
moon, and 11 stars bowed to Joseph. The sun and moon 
represented their parents, and the stars were Joseph’s 
brothers. Wow! Joseph, you are the favorite! We don’t have 
stars and planets here, but I do have Starburst candies. Just 
for Joseph, of course.

Give each Joseph a Starburst candy and allow him or her to 
eat it. 

Hmmmm. Siblings, how are you all feeling now? Call it out.

Get kids’ responses and repeat them for all to hear.

Once again, Joseph sort of bragged about how great he was! 
But God loved Joseph, even when he was bragging.

Joseph’s dreams showed God loved him and had a good plan 
for him. But even though God loved Joseph, his brothers 
definitely did not feel very loving. 

They were more jealous than ever! Siblings, look like you’re 
jealous of Joseph.

Lead everyone in making jealous, angry faces.

Make a Cistern
Woo! We have some angry family members! And so did Joseph. 
One day Joseph’s brothers were out taking care of the animals. 
Their dad sent Joseph to spy on them and tattle on anything 
they did wrong.

But Joseph’s brothers got mad! They ended up throwing 
Joseph into a cistern. A cistern is like a big pit in the ground 
that holds water, since people didn’t have plumbing back then. 
But this cistern was empty.

We’ll use blue crepe paper to make circles on the floor to be our 
cisterns. Then everyone can put their Josephs into the cisterns.

When all the Josephs are in cisterns, continue. 

Ask kids to close their eyes during the following questions.

Think about a time people were mean to you. Pause for 
15 seconds.

Think about a time maybe you were the mean one. Pause for 
15 seconds.

Joseph’s brothers were mean! And Joseph had been a 
tattletale. But there’s something awesome about God: God 
loved them all, no matter what. God loves you no matter 
what! (Awesome God!) Even when you and others have done 
something not-so-nice.
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Make a Trade
One of Joseph’s brothers, Reuben, felt bad about tossing 
Joseph in the cistern. He planned to come back later and pull 
Joseph out.

But then some traders came along—people who brought 
things from faraway Egypt to sell and trade them in Canaan. 
That gave the brothers an idea: What if they traded Joseph for 
some silver?!

Josephs, you all head off to this side of the room because 
you’re headed to Egypt with the traders.

But before you leave…Joseph’s brothers kept Joseph’s robe! So 
leave your robe in the cistern before you go. 

Send all the Josephs to stand in a corner, leaving their tissue 
paper “robes” behind.

The brothers tore up Joseph’s robe and made it look like he’d 
been eaten by a wild animal. Go ahead, brothers…tear up 
that robe! 

Have Crews tear apart the crepe paper pieces as Joseph leaves. 
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DAY 1
Remember God’s Love
Have Crews gather in knee-to-knee circles. 

Josephs can form their own “Crew” for now. 

Look around our room! We’ve made a mess! Point to 
something messy. Pause.

Call out some of the things Joseph and his family did wrong.

Gather responses, then add:

Their favoritism, bragging, tattling, and meanness all made a 
big mess. But you know what? God still loved them. God loves 
you no matter what! (Awesome God!) God is so great that he 
loves us in the middle of our mistakes. Let’s try something.

Set a trash bag in the middle of the room.

Pick up a piece of trash—some of the mess we made. As you 
do, think of a mess in your life. Maybe you’re not being a good 
friend or brother or sister. Maybe you’ve bragged or said things 
that hurt others. Bring your trash to the bag and whisper, 

“God loves me no matter what” as you throw that away.

Demonstrate, then encourage everyone to do the same. 

Then close by praying:

God, thank you for loving us in the middle of our messes. We’re 
glad you don’t wait for us to get it all right before you love us. 
Thank you for loving us no matter what. Amen.

Well, we have a lot more adventures with Joseph! His father 
thinks Joseph died, the traders are taking Joseph to Egypt, 
and Joseph doesn’t know what’s going to happen next. But 
God loved Joseph no matter what. And God loves you no 
matter what! (Awesome God!)

Come back tomorrow to find out what happens!

When you hear your Director’s signal, dismiss kids to their 
next destination.

HOT TIP

Save the bag of crumpled 
streamers to use in 
Potiphar’s house tomorrow.
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Take care of Potiphar’s 
house, then act out the 
strange dreams Joseph 
had to interpret.

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 2 Bible Point and 

verse, and meet Bible Memory 
Buddy Miley.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers to the decorations 
up front.

•  Comfort Cliff Towers when he feels 
worried and alone out in the desert.

Imagination 
Station
Conduct fantastic 
feats of magnetic force, 
then test their skill 
with a Miley’s Magnet 
Mix-Up game.

KidVid™ Cinema
Wesley and Hannah 
have to trust God when 
their family moves far 
away. They know God 
will go with them to their 
new home!

Canyon Closing
 Use actions to explore 
God’s omnipresence and 
learn that we can’t hide 
from God.

Oasis Tastes
Sandy Cups

Tumbleweed Lasso River Raft Rock ’n’ Roll Desert Dunk

Bible Verse: “For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

Bible Story: Joseph is imprisoned. (Genesis 39–40)

DAY 2: God is with you everywhere.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec



DAY 2
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Bible Story: Joseph is imprisoned. (Genesis 39–40)

Bible Verse: “For the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  The Midianite merchants took Joseph about 300 

miles from Dothan to Egypt. There, it’s unlikely that 
Joseph knew the Egyptian customs and language.

•  Genesis 39 details Joseph’s 11 years as a slave. The 
phrase “The Lord was with Joseph” appears four 
times in this chapter. You’ll also read “The Lord gave 
him success…” and “[The Lord] showed him kindness 
and granted him favor.” Not an expected theme 
about such a hard chapter in Joseph’s life.

•  Note that Joseph’s coat—used as evidence of his 
“death” staged by his brothers—was now used as 
evidence against him by Potiphar’s wife.

•  Joseph is the first prisoner mentioned in the Bible.

•  Egyptians kept detailed dream books, which 
supposedly offered a “key” to understanding dreams. 
Joseph didn’t need a book—God told him what 
dreams meant!

WHY IT MATTERS
Joseph’s circumstances changed wildly throughout his 
life. Kids experience a life filled with changes, too. The 
U.S. Census Department estimates that the average 
person moves around 11 times in a lifetime! So it’s likely 
that the kids at your VBS understand the discomfort of 
a new neighborhood or new school. And it’s easy to feel 
disconnected from God on a busy playing field, alone at 
night, or in the midst of a thunderstorm. Yet, just as God 
was faithfully beside Joseph in each situation, kids need 
to know that God will be with them everywhere they go. 
God’s faithful goodness goes with us!

God is with you everywhere.



Day 2 Supplies:

  “stone” boxes from Day 1

•  plastic greenery or potted plants 
from Day 1

  sturdy tape, such as gaffer’s tape

• black crepe paper streamers

• crumpled streamers from Day 1

• black landscaping plastic

• spray bottles of water

  “ Strange Dreams” handout (p. 19)

Pharaoh’s Prison and Potiphar’s Messy House

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use.  
© 2022 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com

The Baker’s Dream
“In my dream there were three baskets of white pastries stacked on my head. The top basket 
contained all kinds of pastries for Pharaoh, but the birds came and ate them from the 
basket on my head.” (Genesis 40:16-17)

Strange Dreams

The Cup-Bearer’s Dream
“ ‘In my dream,’ he said, ‘I saw a grapevine in front 
of me. The vine had three branches that began to 
bud and blossom, and soon it produced clusters 
of ripe grapes. I was holding Pharaoh’s wine 
cup in my hand, so I took a cluster of grapes 
and squeezed the juice into the cup. Then 
I placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.’ ” 
(Genesis 40:9-11)

19

Prepare for Adventure
Photocopy the “Strange Dreams” handout, and cut it in half. 
You need only one copy, but you’ll want a few extra copies in 
case some get torn or misplaced between rotations.
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Hang black crepe paper 
streamers from ceiling,  
to be prison bars. (This 
space needs to be large 
enough for everyone to 
crowd into.)

Keep desert sky and  
desert scene from  
yesterday in half of room.

Leave streamers loose at 
bottom so kids can move  
in and out.

Set out several plants for 
kids to “water.”

Use desert stones to make 
walls of prison.

Scatter crumpled 
streamers from yesterday. 

Cover back of prison with 
black landscaping plastic.

Lay out blankets for 
Crew circles.



DAY 2
Welcome Crews
Greet Crews outside your room. 

Introduce yourself in case there are new kids. 

Hold your Bible.

It’s time for another totally true adventure from the Bible. 
When we left Joseph yesterday, he was riding off to Egypt 
after being sold by his brothers. That sounds pretty bad, 
doesn’t it? And it is! Joseph became a slave, which means he 
lost his freedom and was owned by someone else. Throughout 
history, there have been people who thought they could own 
other people and force them to work without getting paid.

Back in ancient times, people with lots of armies and lots of 
money thought they could own people who didn’t have those 
things, and that’s what happened to Joseph. Let’s see what 
happens to Joseph next. Come on! Let’s go to Egypt!

Pretend you’re riding a wobbly, bumpy-backed camel as you 
come into our room.

Lead kids into the room, acting like they’re riding camels. 

Have them gather on Crew blankets.

Clean Up
Whew! We made it to Egypt! When Joseph got to Egypt, he 
was sold again, this time to a rich and powerful guy named 
Potiphar. Potiphar worked for the Pharaoh—the leader of 
the whole country of Egypt. Now Joseph was a servant in 
Potiphar’s house. He went from feeling super special to being 
a servant!

Let’s do some things Joseph might have done. Potiphar’s place 
really looks like a mess. Let’s clean up! 

Have kids pick up crumpled crepe paper and throw it in a 
trash bag.

Potiphar also grew crops, so let’s water the plants. 

Hand each Crew a spray bottle, and have kids take turns 
spraying the plants with water. Explain that each person can 
spray one time to keep from overwatering the plants.

And Potiphar had animals to take care of. Pretend to feed all 
the animals. 

Have kids pretend to carry heavy buckets and armfuls of straw.

And maybe Joseph had to clean up after the animals. Phew! 
Anyone have a dog or cat you have to clean up after? Hold 
your nose. Pee-yew! Go ahead and pretend you’re cleaning up 

HOT TIP

Your “prison” will need to be 
large enough to fit everyone 
for a few minutes of the 
lesson time. If you have more 
than two Crews in a rotation, 
you may want to make it as 
large as half your room size. 
Or turn an adjoining room 
into the prison.
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after the horses, donkeys, camels, and whatever other animals 
Potiphar has. 

Have kids pretend to shovel, then let them gather with 
their Crews.

Whew! All this work makes me wonder something. 

What’s a chore you have to do that you don’t like doing? 

Share your own example before Crews discuss. 

After about a minute, have a few kids share with everyone.

Serving others and helping out isn’t always fun. And Joseph 
wasn’t just doing chores. He lost his freedom and lost his 
family. Even with all those bad things happening to him, 
Joseph trusted that God was with him in Egypt. God didn’t 
just stay back in Canaan—God was with Joseph everywhere 
he went! So Joseph worked hard and did his best. And it 
showed! Potiphar was so impressed that he put Joseph in 
charge of his whole house! Joseph even became Potiphar’s 
personal assistant.

Joseph in Jail
Even though he had to be a servant, things went okay for 
Joseph, and it was clear to everyone that God was with him. 
But then one day Joseph got in trouble for something he didn’t 
even do! That happened to me one time, too! 

Briefly share about a time you got in trouble for something you 
didn’t do.  

Tell your Crew about a time you got in trouble for something 
you didn’t do. 

Have Crew Leaders share first. 

HOT TIP

Having Crew Leaders share 
first gives kids “think time,” 
while also setting the stage 
for the depth and level of 
sharing you expect.
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DAY 2
When you can see that everyone has shared, sound the Rattler.

God is with us (Awesome God!), but that doesn’t mean bad 
things won’t happen. God was with Joseph, but his life went 
from bad to worse! He got in so much trouble—for something 
he didn’t even do—that he got sent to prison!

So off to prison we go! 

Let everyone crowd  into the prison. 

Joseph had been the favorite son, then a servant. Now he’s a 
prisoner. What might’ve gone through his mind? Call it out. 

Take replies.

If you were in prison—especially when you didn’t do anything 
wrong—you might feel like God had abandoned you. But 
Joseph knew God was with him—even in jail! And even the 
prison warden could tell that God was with Joseph. In fact, 
the warden really liked Joseph and put him in charge of all the 
other people in prison!

Joseph did a good job in his role. No matter what, Joseph 
always did his best. Give the person next to you a pat on the 
back and say, “Good job, Joseph!” Pause.

Interpret Dreams
Eventually, Joseph met two prisoners who had worked for 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt—the number one guy. One of them 
had been Pharaoh’s cup-bearer—that’s the guy who serves 
Pharaoh’s drinks and makes sure they’re not poisoned. The 
other prisoner was his chief baker. These guys could tell that 
God was with Joseph, so when they had some strange dreams, 
they asked Joseph for help understanding them.

Let’s see if you can act out what these strange dreams were! 
I’ll let you out of prison while we do this. 

Form two groups, and have each group huddle together 
outside of the “prison.” 

Hand each group one half of the “Strange Dreams” handout, so 
one group has the cup-bearer’s dream and the other group has 
the baker’s dream.

Tell kids they have two minutes to read the dream and come 
up with a way to act it out for the other group. Be sure 
someone reads the passage while the group acts it out.

 Play “God Is Always With Us” from the Sing & Play Celebration 
Music CD while groups plan. Then turn off the song and let the 
group act out the cup-bearer’s dream. 

17



What do you think this dream meant? Allow a few kids to 
share ideas.

We don’t all know how to interpret dreams! But God was with 
Joseph, helping him know what dreams meant. Joseph told 
the cup-bearer that the three branches were three days—and 
that in three days, he’d get back his job at the palace!

That’s a great dream! The baker loved Joseph’s interpretation 
of the cup-bearer’s dream, so he asked Joseph to tell him what 
his dream meant, too.

Have the second group act out the baker’s dream. 

What do you think that dream meant?

Joseph knew the baker’s dream wasn’t such a good one. It 
meant that in three days, the baker would die. Sure enough, 
Joseph was right! Three days later, the cup-bearer got his job 
back and the baker died. God was with Joseph, helping him 
help others—even in prison! Even in what seemed like the 
worst of places, God never abandoned Joseph.

God Is With You!
Some really good things happened and some really bad things 
happened in Joseph’s life so far!  

Call out all the places Joseph has been.

God was with Joseph wherever Joseph went—in Canaan, in 
the pit, on the back of a camel, in Potiphar’s house, and in 
prison. Through good times and bad. I’m so glad to know that 
God is with you wherever you go. (Awesome God!) Circle up 
with your Crew and talk about this. 

Where is a place you’re especially thankful God is with you? 
Why?

Play “God Is Always With Us” from the Sing & Play Celebration 
Music CD while Crews talk. When the song ends, turn it off and 
draw attention back to yourself.

Well, you get to leave the jail…but Joseph didn’t! The cup-
bearer forgot all about him! So come back tomorrow to see 
where else God goes with Joseph and where he ends up next! 
And as you head to your next station, you can be sure that 
God is going with you! Because God is with you wherever 
you go. (Awesome God!)

When you hear the Director’s signal, dismiss kids to their 
next station.
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The Baker’s Dream
“In my dream there were three baskets of white pastries stacked on my head. The top basket 
contained all kinds of pastries for Pharaoh, but the birds came and ate them from the 
basket on my head.” (Genesis 40:16-17)

Strange Dreams

The Cup-Bearer’s Dream
“ ‘In my dream,’ he said, ‘I saw a grapevine in front 
of me. The vine had three branches that began to 
bud and blossom, and soon it produced clusters 
of ripe grapes. I was holding Pharaoh’s wine 
cup in my hand, so I took a cluster of grapes 
and squeezed the juice into the cup. Then 
I placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.’ ” 
(Genesis 40:9-11)
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Meet with powerful 
Pharaoh to help him 
understand what his 
dreams mean.

KidVid™ Cinema
Bronson loves to play 
basketball, and he 
knows that his coach is 
in charge when he plays 
a game.

Canyon Closing
Watch a wild Problem 
Pendulum to see that 
even when our problems 
seem out of control, God 
is in charge.

Dry Creek Fishing Cactus Golfing Raindrop Launch

DAY 3: God is in charge.
Bible Verse: “How great is our Lord! His power is absolute!” (Psalm 147:5)

Bible Story: Joseph gets new responsibilities. (Genesis 41)

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 3 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Howell.

• Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Guide Cliff Towers as he tries 

to survive in the desert.

Imagination 
Station
Experiment with types of 
energy, then unleash a 
Coyote Cruiser to explore 
what potential energy 
can do!

Oasis Tastes
Desert Crunch

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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DAY 3
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Bible Story: Joseph gets new responsibilities.  
(Genesis 41)

Bible Verse: “How great is our Lord! His power is 
absolute!” (Psalm 147:5)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  After interpreting dreams for the baker (who was 

executed) and the cupbearer (who prospered but 
then forgot about Joseph), Joseph stayed in prison 
for two full years. 

•  The book of Genesis never mentions Pharaoh’s name, 
so scholars can only speculate as to which specific 
leader Joseph served. The Egyptians viewed Pharaoh 
as a god, so perhaps the author didn’t want to invoke 
the name of a false deity.

•  In ancient Egypt, dream interpretation was a big deal. 
Kingdoms developed entire guilds devoted to dream 
interpretation! However, Joseph never takes personal 
credit for his ability to explain Pharaoh’s dreams. In 
fact, he says, “It is beyond my power to do this…but 
God can tell you what it means.” 

•  Joseph’s job description might have been like a 
“Grand Vizier” or “Overseer of the Royal Estates,” 
something that non-Egyptians rarely held. And 
Joseph married into a powerful priestly family, 
furthering his influence in Egypt.

•  The meaning of Joseph’s new, Egyptian name is 
a mystery to Bible scholars. Some think it means 

“revealer of secrets,” while others believe it translates 
to “God speaks and he lives.” Others propose the 
meaning “he who is called Anakh” or “my provision is 
God, the living one.”

WHY IT MATTERS
To Joseph, 13 years may have felt long and…
well, pointless! Maybe it even felt like the 

“bad guys” had won. He’d been enslaved, 
falsely accused, imprisoned, and forgotten. 
Yet, with our perspective of the whole 
story, we can see God’s hand guiding each 
instance. Perhaps the kids at your VBS are 
in the middle of the hard part of the story—
the dark, difficult, despairing part. 

Today you can point to a bigger picture and 
perspective—God’s! Encourage kids and 
give them the hope that God is in charge. 
God commands every aspect of our lives, 
even when it seems as if things are out 
of control. 

God is in charge.



Pharaoh’s Palace

Day 3 Supplies:

“stone” boxes from Day 1

•  plastic greenery or potted plants 
from Day 1

•  colorful cloth or plastic 
tablecloths for walls

  sturdy tape, such as gaffer’s tape

•  yellow plastic tablecloth or 
gold fabric

• chair

•  brightly colored large bedsheet or 
section of pipe-and-drape

• wet wipes

 fancy toy ring

  royal dress-up clothes* for 
“Pharaoh,” plus 1 extra Bible-times 
robe for a kid

•  copy of the Pharaoh’s 
script (p. 25)

• Bible-times costume for you

 teddy bear for Pharaoh

• empty food boxes

•  box big enough to collect the 
food boxes

*available from group.com 
or your Group VBS supplier

Prepare for Adventure
Find a dramatic volunteer to play Pharaoh. Someone who looks big and 
powerful, but who the kids know is fun and friendly, would be a great choice. 
Run through the script together so you’re comfortable with it.

Photocopy “Joseph’s Message” (p. 27), and roll it into a small scroll.
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Hang colorful cloth or plastic 
tablecloths from walls, covering 
the plastic backdrops.

Set up pipe-and-drape in 
a corner, or hang a large 
bedsheet from ceiling in front 
of a corner so it can be 
opened and closed.

Use plants and stone blocks 
for decor.

Wrap a chair in gold fabric or 
a yellow plastic tablecloth to 
make Pharaoh’s throne.

Hide a large box for collecting 
small food boxes.

Lay out Crew blankets.



DAY 3
Welcome Crews
Meet Crews outside your room. 

Hold your Bible.

When we left Joseph yesterday, he was stuck in jail. But today 
Joseph’s life is going to change for the better! We’re fast-
forwarding two years. Two more years of being stuck in jail. 

Point to a child and ask how old he or she is. 

That means you’d be in jail until you’re [add two years]! 

Repeat this with a few more kids.

I wonder how Joseph must have felt being in prison. First, he 
was blamed for something he didn’t do. Then, when the cup-
bearer promised to help him get out of prison, the cup-bearer 
forgot about Joseph for two years!

But then one night Pharaoh had a weird dream and wanted to 
know what it meant! Scratch your chin, thoughtfully. Hmmm…
who do we know who’s good at telling what dreams mean? 
Joseph!

The cup-bearer finally remembered Joseph! He told Pharaoh 
that Joseph could help him. So Pharaoh got Joseph out of jail 
and had him brought to the palace!

Are you ready to go into the palace? Let’s go! 

Lead Crews into the room, and have them sit on their 
Crew blankets. Quickly throw on a Bible-times costume.

Get Ready to See Pharaoh
Point to the curtain, a little nervously.

That’s Pharaoh’s throne room. And going to see Pharaoh is a 
big deal! You friends of Joseph don’t really look very…Egyptian. 
Joseph’s been in prison, and, well…prisoners aren’t usually 
dressed nice enough for a meeting with Pharaoh. So you have 
30 seconds to spruce yourselves up! 

Give each Crew a handful of wet wipes, and let kids “clean up” 
as you talk.

Wash up, clean up, straighten your clothes! Oh, I’m not sure 
what to do about your hair! Here in Egypt we like everyone 
clean-shaven. We’ve shaved Joseph’s head…but we probably 
don’t have time to shave yours. 

HOT TIP

At the beginning of the week, 
connect with the Oasis 
Tastes Leader to have him or 
her save any food boxes for 
today’s activity.

23



Make sure to stand straight and be respectful—Pharaoh is in 
charge of the whole country! Ready? 

Take a deep breath and pull back the curtain to reveal Pharaoh 
sleeping in his throne.

Meet Pharaoh
Speak in a stage whisper.

Wow, looks like we caught Pharaoh in the middle of a nap. He 
looks so peaceful when he’s sleeping… Which is good, because 
when he wakes up, watch out! 

Pharaoh starts snoring loudly at this point, then tossing 
and turning.

Oh no! I think he’s having a bad dream. Should we wake him 
up? Pause. 

Say, slightly louder: 

Umm, your Pharaoh-ness. Wakey wakey. Sir?

Pharaoh continues snoring, hugging his teddy bear.

Okay, on the count of three we’ll say, “Pharaoh, wake up!” 
Ready? 1, 2, 3! 

Lead kids in calling. 

Pharaoh wakes with a start.

Check out the script 
on the next page!

HOT TIP

You can find a Pharaoh’s 
headdress similar to this one 
at group.com/vbs or from 
your Group VBS supplier.
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DAY 3

Pharaoh:   Huh? What? Oh! Who’s there? Wow…there are so many of you. 
(Peers at kids, grumpily.) Hmph. Thanks for waking me up, I guess. 
I was having that dream again!

 Leader:  (Nervously) Um, your highness, do you want to talk about it? 

 Pharaoh:  Well…it involved cows. It’s so real…I can almost hear them 
mooing. (Glares at Leader) I can almost hear them…mooing! 

   Leader snaps to attention, urgently motions to kids to “moo.” Kids 
continue to moo.

 Pharaoh:  That’s better. First I saw seven fat, healthy cows grazing in the 
grass. Then I saw seven scrawny, thin cows come up out of the 
riverbank. And then…the seven skinny cows ate the seven fat 
cows! (Scowls at kids.) So the mooing ended. (Leader makes “cut” 
motion for kids to stop mooing.)

   So that was my first dream. And then I had another one kind of 
like it! I saw seven delicious-looking stalks of grain get swallowed 
up by seven withered, yucky ones! (Angrily) I demand to know 
what this means! I’m in charge of Egypt! I want to know…now! 
You said this Joseph person could help. (Sternly, peering at kids) 
So…which one of these people is Joseph?

 Leader:  Ummm, just a moment, your Pharaoh-ness. (Pulls curtain back 
down to hide Pharaoh.)

 Leader:  (Stage whispers to kids.) Okay, I need someone to be Joseph! 
(Holds up the scroll message.) Who’s brave enough to read God’s 
message to Pharaoh? (Chooses a willing reader to be Joseph. Brings 
him or her up, and hands the reader the scroll. Then pulls back the 
curtain to reveal a fuming Pharaoh.)

  “Joseph” will read the message, as dramatically as possible.

 Pharaoh:  This is such a good plan! I’m in charge, so I’m putting Joseph in 
charge of it! (Hands Joseph his teddy bear.) And he can have my 
teddy bear. (Thinks about that for a second.) Well…maybe not. 
(Takes it back. Puts his hand on Joseph’s head.) Joseph, I hereby 
put you in charge of collecting food for Egypt! Here’s my ring! 
And here are some fancy clothes! (Gives Joseph toy ring and royal 
costume to put on.) I’ll even let you use my fancy chariot, reserved 
for the guy who’s second only to me!

   Well, being the big shot in Egypt isn’t easy. I have some 
important royal duties to attend to. But, Joseph, you’re in 
charge! Let’s start storing up that food! 

  (Pharaoh exits.)

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use. © 2022 
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Gather Food
Wow! Joseph was given a really important job!  

How would you feel about being in charge of saving enough 
food for a whole country? Take responses from the whole group.

What’s something you’ve had to do that felt hard or maybe 
too big? 

Share your own example, such as learning a new program at 
work or taking care of a baby. 

Give Crews about two minutes to discuss. 

As Crews discuss the question, uncover the hidden food boxes, 
and scatter them around the room.  

One cool thing about Joseph: He knew that God is in charge. 
(Awesome God!) Throughout his whole life, Joseph said, “I 
can’t do that…but God can!” Joseph didn’t take credit for the 
good things God was doing. When we’re faced with a big, 
hard task, you and I can remember that God is in charge! 
(Awesome God!)

Hand Joseph the large empty box. 

Well, Joseph, you’re in charge! I see plenty of extra food around 
our room. Can you lead everyone in gathering it into this box?

Let Joseph take the lead until all the food is in the box.

Great work! I think we’ll be all set when our seven years of no 
food comes along! Thanks to God’s great plan, we have plenty 
saved up! It’s a good thing God is in charge! (Awesome God!) 
He gave Pharaoh those dreams and led him to Joseph—which 
saved Egypt! We’ll have to find out what happens…later!

Collect the costume and ring from Joseph.

When you hear the Director’s signal, dismiss kids to their 
next rotation.

Your assistant can help you reset the room, with “sleeping” 
Pharaoh returning to his throne.
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Joseph’s Message to Pharaoh
Your dreams mean this:

You’ll have seven years with lots of food growing. 

But then you’ll have seven years with no food growing!

Pharaoh, find someone to help save up food during the 
first seven years so you’ll have lots of leftovers for the 
next seven.
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Use their senses to 
experience how Jesus 
saved the entire world 
through his power 
and love. 

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 4 Bible Point and 

verse, and meet Bible Memory 
Buddy Rollo.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Encourage Cliff Towers when he 

feels too weak to do what’s right.

Imagination 
Station
Craft an Ink-n-Shrink 
Wristband that goes 
from wimpy to wow...with 
just a little heat!

KidVid™ Cinema
Fabio faced a scary 
hurricane, but he knows 
God is even stronger than 
the big storm.

Canyon Closing
Take part in a jaw-
dropping drama about 
Jesus’ awesome power 
over death!

Oasis Tastes
Cactus Spears

Hula Hoop-deo Cottontail Racers Splash Down Volleyball

Bible Verse: “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from  
God’s love.” (Romans 8:38)

Bible Story: Jesus dies and comes back to life. (Luke 23–24:12)

DAY 4: God is stronger than anything.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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DAY 4

Bible Story: Jesus dies and comes back to life.  
(Luke 23–24:12)

Bible Verse: “And I am convinced that nothing can 
ever separate us from God’s love.” (Romans 8:38)

CONSIDER THIS:
•   The Romans reserved crucifixion for criminals without 

Roman citizenship. Usually only slaves, rebels, and the 
worst political offenders received such a gruesome 
sentence. This horrible public punishment was meant 
to deter crime throughout the empire. 

•  After being cruelly beaten, Jesus was forced by 
guards to carry one of the beams of the cross, a 
common practice in Bible times. Jesus carried this 
beam about a third of a mile, and the wood beam 
could have weighed as much as 125 pounds.

•  Jesus tells the thief, “I assure you, today you will be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). The word paradise 
is used only three times in the New Testament  
(2 Corinthians 12:4 and Revelation 2:7). Some  
scholars believe the word refers to a place of  
rest between death and resurrection. 

•  Jesus cried out, “Father, I entrust my spirit into your 
hands!” (Luke 23:46), which is from Psalm 31:5. During 
Jesus’ time, Jews used this verse as an evening prayer 
before they went to sleep. What beautiful words for 
Jesus as he voluntarily gave up his life, and what a 
beautiful prayer for us today to surrender each day 
to him! 

•  The Bible records at least eight other individuals 
who came to life after death—not including the 
many after Jesus’ death (Matthew 27:52-53). God’s 
power, not their own power, raised all eight of these 
people. God restored these individuals temporarily to 
their earthly lives, and later they all died again. Jesus’ 
resurrection is unique! His resurrection came from 
God’s power…and Jesus is the only one who never 
died again!

WHY IT MATTERS
Kids live in a world of bigger, better, stronger, 
faster. Whether it’s computer speed, the 
most popular athlete, or the latest superhero, 
they’re enamored by power. Yet, in reality, 
death is the strongest, most final thing any 
of us face. Well…until Jesus! Today isn’t just 
about pointing to God’s power to create 
mighty mountains or spectacular seas. The 
greatest picture of God’s power is the way he 
conquered death, out of his unfathomable 
love for us. Share this message with joy and 
hope, giving kids the good news that we can 
live eternally because nothing—not even 
death—is stronger than our great God!

God is stronger than anything.

29



Remove the palace wall hangings 
so you have the Blue Sky and 
Desert Sand Plastic Backdrops,  
like Day 1. 

Leave room behind the tomb for a 
person to hide.

Put long wooden sticks across the 
top of the tomb for support at the 
front and back.

Cover tomb with black  
landscaping plastic.

Cut a hole in the front of the tomb.

Have stone blocks on hand to  
seal tomb.

Set wooden cross in a corner of  
the room.

Place extra greenery next to  
the tomb

Lay landscaping plastic to  
make floor of tomb.

Day 4 Supplies:

  “stone” boxes from Day 1

•  plastic greenery or potted plants 
from Day 1

  sturdy tape, such as gaffer’s tape

•  black landscaping plastic from 
Day 2

•  colored crepe paper streamers 
from Day 1

 3-inch nails (1 per person)

• baskets

  containers of essentials oils such 
as frankincense and myrrh (1 
container per Crew in a rotation)

• metal bucket

• wooden cross

Prepare for Adventure 
Have your volunteer hide in the corner behind the tomb. He or she should be completely obscured 
by the black landscaping plastic. 

If possible, dim the lights to set a somber tone. 

Make a supply basket for each Crew, containing a container of essential oil and one nail per Crew 
member.

30

Jesus’ Jerusalem Tomb



DAY 4
HOT TIP

The clanging of the nails as 
they hit metal will have a 
powerful emotional impact, 
so try to use a metal, rather 
than a plastic, bucket.
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Welcome Crews
Greet Crews warmly outside your room. 

Hold your Bible. 

Today we need to fast forward thousands of years! We’ve 
been following Joseph’s journey in the very first book of the 
Bible, Genesis. But we’re going to jump way forward in time, 
so I need everyone to run in place to help me fast forward! 

Lead everyone in running in place.

Whew! That should do it! We’ve traveled thousands of years 
after Joseph to a time about 2,000 years before today. Let’s 
go inside to find out why!

Lead Crews inside the dimly lit room, and have them gather 
on their blankets.

Explore God’s Big Plan
Joseph’s journey took him from being a favorite son to a 
forgotten prisoner to Pharaoh’s second-in-command. Even when 
Joseph was going through the bad things, he knew that God was 
still with him and that God could use those hard experiences for 
something good in the end. 

And that’s what God did! God ended up using Joseph to save the 
people in Egypt and around Egypt. Because of God’s greatness, 
people in Egypt didn’t die from starvation.

But God had an even bigger, more awesome plan than anyone 
could imagine!

One man could save the entire world. That man was Jesus—
God’s Son.

Hold several colored streamers from Day 1, representing 
Joseph’s robe.

Just as Joseph was a favorite son, Jesus is God’s beloved 
Son. Joseph’s dad gave him a robe. God gave Jesus all of his 
awesome power! 

Drape a yellow streamer around your neck.

Jesus taught people and showed them God’s love and power.

Just as Joseph’s brothers tore his robe and sold him, one of Jesus’ 
friends betrayed him for money. 

Tear the yellow streamer into “coins.”

Leaders accused him of lying about being God’s Son. But Jesus 
never did anything wrong. The punishment for that lie…was 
death on a cross. 

Crumple the pieces of yellow streamer, then drop them on 
the ground.
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Drop Nails for Others
Hold up a nail. 

Death on a cross meant Jesus’ body would be nailed to a 
cross, where he would die. Pretty soon, crowds of people were 
shouting to kill Jesus. “Crucify him!” they called. And that’s 
just what they did. But that crowd didn’t know Jesus died as a 
punishment for wrong things he hadn’t done.

Set the metal bucket in front of you or on the floor.

Jesus died for every person in that crowd. 

Drop a few nails in the bucket.

He died for every time they shouted “Crucify him!” 

Drop a few nails in the bucket, one at a time.

He died for the soldiers who gambled for his clothes. 

Drop a nail in the bucket.

He died for the people who made fun of him as he hung on 
the cross. 

Drop a few nails in the bucket.

He died for the criminals who hung on either side of him. 

Drop two nails in the bucket, one at a time.

Drop Your Own Nails
And Jesus died for you, too. 

Hand each Crew a supply basket.

Take one nail from your Crew’s basket and hold it. Pause. Think 
about something you’ve done wrong. Maybe something that 
seems too big to forgive. 

Maybe you’ve disobeyed your parents. Maybe you said 
something really mean, something you wish you could take 
back. Maybe you told a lie. Maybe you betrayed a friend.

Jesus died for me, [name]. 

Drop a nail in the bucket.

What about you? Hold your nail and think about something 
you’ve done wrong. Pause for reflection.

The Bible tells us that everyone has done something wrong. 
And that the punishment for doing those wrong things is 
being separated from God forever.

But when Jesus died on the cross, he took our punishment!
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As you think about what you’ve done wrong, come up and 
whisper your name, then drop your nail in this bucket. You can 
be confident that because of Jesus’ death, when you ask for 
forgiveness, you’re forgiven!

Allow time for kids to come up and drop their nails in 
the bucket.

Continue when everyone has returned to their Crew’s blanket.

Place Jesus in the Tomb
With the pounding of each nail, Jesus showed his love for you. 
He had the power to get himself off the cross, because he’s 
stronger than anything. But instead, he stayed there and took 
your punishment. And mine.

Place the bucket of nails in front of the cross.

Jesus hung on the cross for hours while people made fun of 
him. It must have hurt him so much! Finally, he breathed his 
last breath. Death is final. People thought it was the end. 

Close your eyes to think about the darkness Jesus’ friends 
must have felt. Pause. And that’s when a nearby Roman 
officer realized Jesus was innocent. It’s when the crowd went 
home, sad. Go ahead and open your eyes.

But there were two guys who wanted to give Jesus a proper 
burial. So they took Jesus’ body from the cross and put him in 
an empty tomb. A tomb is kind of like a small cave where they 
buried people. 

Place the bucket of nails in the tomb, and then set a few stone 
blocks in front of the tomb. 

At this point, the volunteer hiding behind the tomb should very 
quietly reach in and remove the bucket, then hide again.

Visit the Tomb
It was a very, very sad time for Jesus’ friends and family. Three 
days later, some women who were Jesus’ friends went to visit 
his grave. They wanted to put some spices on his body as a 
way to show that he was God’s amazing Son. These women 
had seen Jesus do great, powerful things!

Take the scented oil from your basket and take turns smelling 
it. As you do, think of something awesome God has done 
for you.

Pause while Crews pass around the scented oils. 

After a minute, continue.

But when they got there, something was unusual.
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Move the stones you placed in front of the tomb.

The stone was rolled away! And not only that, but when they 
went inside, it got even weirder! Come close and take a look in 
our tomb. 

Invite everyone to take a look, a few at a time.

Where did our nails go? It’s quite the mystery! And you can 
imagine just how puzzled Jesus’ friends were when they found 
Jesus’ tomb empty, too! Jesus was gone!

Share the Good News
Then another crazy thing happened! 

Turn the lights up.

Two angels appeared to the women and said that Jesus is 
alive! Jesus died…and then came back to life! He showed he’s 
stronger than death itself!

Well, the women ran to tell Jesus’ other friends! Run around 
the room and tell as many friends as possible, “Jesus is alive!” 

Play “Awesome God” from the Sing & Play Celebration Music 
CD as you join kids in running and saying, “Jesus is alive!”

After a minute, sound the Rattler and have Crews gather again 
on their blankets.

Jesus came back to life because God is stronger than 
anything! (Awesome God!) But that makes me wonder 
something. I mean…so what? What difference does that make 
in my life? 

How would things be different if Jesus hadn’t come back 
to life?

Give a simple answer, then let Crew Leaders go first. 
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Give Crews about a minute to talk about the question. This is a 
deeper question, so give kids a little time to think and talk. 

Take a few reports from Crews.

This is life-changing news! God is stronger than anything! 
(Awesome God!) God is stronger than death because Jesus 
came back to life! And God is stronger than our sins, so we can 
be forgiven. In God’s eyes, our sins are gone—just like the nails 
that vanished from this tomb! 

I’m so glad you were here today to hear this good news. Come 
back tomorrow because I want to tell you the rest of Joseph’s 
journey! See you then!

Play “Awesome God” as kids leave.

Helping Children Follow Jesus
During the week, if you sense that a child 
might like to know more about what it 
means to believe in Jesus, give this simple 
explanation: 
God loves us so much that he sent his 
Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for us. 
Jesus died and took the punishment for 
all the wrong things we do. But Jesus 
is stronger than death, and he came 
back to life! Jesus wants to be our friend 
forever. When we ask him to, he’ll take 
away the wrong things we’ve done and 
fill our lives with his love. 

Jesus will always be with us and will 
help us make the right choices. When 
we believe in Jesus and ask him to 
forgive us, someday we’ll live with him 
forever in heaven.
Be sure to share the news of the child’s 
spiritual development with his or her 
parent(s).
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Awesome Bible 
Adventures
Meet a servant in 
Pharaoh’s palace who 
guides kids in the 
amazing drama of 
Joseph’s miraculous 
family reunion!

Sing & Play  
Celebration
•  Learn the Day 5 Bible Point 

and verse, and meet Bible 
Memory Buddy Jet.

•  Sing Monumental songs.
•  Share God Sightings and add 

cactus flowers up front.
•  Celebrate with Cliff as he pre-

pares to launch a new—and 
improved—TV show!

Imagination 
Station
Hop into the science 
behind a Jumping 
Jet, then discover 
the surprising way 
God makes desert 
flowers bloom.

KidVid™ Cinema
Riley makes and sells hair 
scrunchies to buy gifts 
that surprise hurting kids 
at a children’s hospital.

Canyon Closing
See a surprising, color-
changing experiment 
that celebrates God’s 
great surprises!

Oasis Tastes
Rockin’ Wraps

Speedy Scavengers Foot Ball Pass Ice Cube Dash

Bible Verse: “Come and see what our God has done, what awesome miracles he 
performs for people!” (Psalm 66:5)

Bible Story: Joseph reunites with his family. (Genesis 42–45)

DAY 5: God is surprising.

At Monumental VBS, the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each station’s activities 
for unforgettable Bible learning. See how your 
station reinforces today’s Bible Point.

Red Rocks Rec
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Bible Story: Joseph reunites with his family.  
(Genesis 42–45)

Bible Verse: “Come and see what our God has 
done, what awesome miracles he performs for  
people!” (Psalm 66:5)

CONSIDER THIS:
•  Egyptian farmers relied on the annual flooding 

of the Nile River. The floodwaters deposited rich, 
black soil on the banks of the Nile, where farmers 
planted their crops. Without the floods, famine 
would be imminent. This famine was so severe, so 
far-reaching, that people in Canaan (200 miles 
away) felt it, too.

•  How could Joseph’s brothers not recognize him? 
Twenty-one years had passed since they’d sold 
him into slavery, and Joseph had only been a 
teenager at that time. Plus, it’s likely that Joseph 
had adopted the clean-shaven appearance 
common to Egyptians.

•  Scripture isn’t clear why Joseph seems to 
manipulate his brothers so much. Perhaps it’s 
simply because he’s human and overwhelmed 
with emotion. Or he wants them to stick around 
for a while so he can decide what to do.

•  The silver cup Joseph placed in Benjamin’s grain 
sack was traditionally used for divination—or 
telling the future.

•  The first mention of carts in the Bible is in this 
passage—when Pharaoh sent them to help 
Jacob’s family move from Canaan to Egypt.

God is surprising.

WHY IT MATTERS
What surprises us never surprises God! Our great 
God—full of love, joy, and hope—continually lavishes 
surprises on us. Kids often think of surprises as big, 
noisy, exciting events. Today is a great opportunity 
to help kids remember that small moments can be 
full of surprise, too. Some may be as big as Joseph’s 
long-lost family showing up one day. Other times, a 
surprisingly vivid sunrise might take our breath away. 
Wrap up your week by celebrating all of God’s good 
surprises—big and small—as gifts from a loving, 
faithful God.



Day 5 Supplies:

  “stone” boxes from Day 1

•  plastic greenery or potted plants 
from Day 1

•  sturdy tape, such as gaffer’s tape

  “throne” from Day 3

•  Bible-times or Egyptian costume 
for you

•  popcorn (enough for each child 
to have about a cup)

• napkins

• empty food boxes from Day 3

  photocopies of “Joseph’s To-Do 
List” (p. 43)

Pharaoh’s Palace

Prepare for Adventure
Make copies of “Joseph’s To-Do List,” one per Crew.
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Dress in an Egyptian 
costume!

Hang colorful fabric or plastic 
tablecloths from walls (like 
Day 3).

Tie the curtains from Day 3  
so the throne isn’t hidden.

Set out the large box with 
empty food boxes in it.

Wrap a chair in gold fabric or 
a yellow plastic tablecloth to 
make Pharaoh’s throne.

Lay Crew blankets on 
the floor.

Use plants and stone blocks 
for decor.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Monumental VBS granted for local church use.  
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  Accuse them of being spies. Accuse them of being spies. 

    They don’t have Benjamin, my They don’t have Benjamin, my 
youngest brother with them. youngest brother with them. 
Go get him! Go get him! 

    Put one brother in jail until Put one brother in jail until 
the rest of them come back the rest of them come back 
with Benjamin. with Benjamin. 

    Hide silver in their bags to see if Hide silver in their bags to see if 
they return it. they return it. 

    Hide a silver cup in Hide a silver cup in 
Benjamin’s bag. Benjamin’s bag. 

    Threaten to capture them Threaten to capture them 
allall unless they bring their  unless they bring their 
dad to you. dad to you. 

Joseph’s To-Do List

Joseph did… In your Crew…

(Point to each other and say, 
“You’re a spy!”)

(Find out who’s the youngest in 
your Crew and have that person run 
around the Crew three times.)

(Join hands around the tallest 
Crew member and sing “Ring 
Around the Rosy.”)

(Give each person in the Crew 
a high-five.)

(Shout “I found it!”)

(Line up, shortest to tallest, and 
“caravan” across the room and back 

to your Crew blanket.)
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HOT TIP

On this last day of VBS, kids 
will love the fun, imaginative 
suprise of you meeting them 
in costume! Ham it up and 
have fun with your role!
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Welcome Crews
Inside the room, have an assistant opening and hiding a bag of 
popcorn, making the room smell great! 

Outside the room, meet Crews warmly, wearing your 
Bible-times costume. 

Act puzzled or curious about their strange clothing. 

Make comments such as “Hmmm, you must be from a very 
distant land—no one I know wears shoes like those!”

You travelers must have come a long way to Pharaoh’s court. 

Where are you from?

Hmmm, I’ve never heard of that land. But we’re getting 
travelers from everywhere with this famine going on. Come 
inside and we’ll see what food we can sell you.

Lead Crews inside the room, and have them sit on 
their blankets.

Hear About Joseph’s Surprise
My name is Achotep [pronounced “ATCH-oh-tep”], and I work 
here with Joseph—selling all this food to hungry travelers is a 
full-time job! The famine that Joseph predicted is a huge deal. 
It seems like everyone is hungry, even people from faraway [say 
the name of your community, as if it’s a foreign place]. 

Motion to the box of food boxes.

It’s a good thing Joseph’s God spoke to him and told Pharaoh 
to store food! Now we can sell it to people like you. Joseph has 
saved lives!

Maybe you’ve heard of Joseph? He is pretty famous.

Ask kids to tell you what they know or remember about Joseph.

You do know him! Well, then you’d want to know the incredible 
things that have been going on. I’ve seen some surprising 
things in the past few days!

First, a group of men came from a loooong way off—a lot like 
you did—to buy food. I was off to the side, getting the food 
ready. When Joseph saw the men, he got a weird look on his 
face. He squinted at them. Squint your eyes at kids. He looked 
closely at them. Peer closely at kids. And he recognized them! 
They were his brothers! Now that’s a surprise! After 21 years, 
here they were! And they didn’t even recognize him!

Like everyone else, they bowed down in front of Joseph. 

WHAT WE FOUND

The smell of popcorn will 
help make kids feel hungry, 
so if possible, microwave 
a fresh bag between each 
rotation and open the bag 
just as kids arrive.
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Lead everyone in bowing. 

Look up with surprise.

You’re really good at this. Have you done this before?

Aah, so you know about Joseph’s dream, too! He told me 
about it. Joseph’s dream from God came true! His brothers 
bowed before him.

I’ve thought a lot about Joseph seeing his brothers after so 
many years.

Would you call that a good surprise or a not-so-good surprise? 
Tell me why.

Maybe you’ve had a surprise like that. One that you weren’t so 
sure about. 

Tell your own “not-so-good” surprise, such as losing a job or 
hearing gossip about yourself. Use a “generic” story that can 
still fit in with your Egyptian character.

What’s a surprise that you weren’t so sure about? Something 
that didn’t seem very good. Crew Leaders, you’ll share first.

Allow a couple of minutes for Crews to share. 

Sound the Rattler and draw attention back to yourself.
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Joseph’s To-Do List
It sounds like you have an idea of what went through Joseph’s 
mind when he saw his brothers. He’d told me what they’d done 
to him so long ago. 

Call out some of the things you remember that his 
brothers did. 

Wow! They were pretty mean to him!

If you were Joseph, what would you do to them?

Take several responses and repeat them aloud.

Well, maybe Joseph wasn’t sure what to do. Maybe he needed 
time to think. I’m not sure what went through his mind. But he 
sent his brothers on a wild goose chase back and forth from 
here to Canaan. It’d take too long to tell, and I can tell you’re 
getting hungry. 

To get a quick peek at the surprising things Joseph put his 
brothers through, I’ve made a list. 

Begin handing each Crew Leader one of the “Joseph’s To-Do 
List” copies.

Explain that when you say “Go!” Crews have three minutes 
to complete everything on the list that Joseph’s brothers had 
to do.

Say “Go!”

After three minutes, sound the Rattler.

How did it feel to do all those things?

I think Joseph’s family may have felt [say some of the words 
kids shared], too! Plus, they were pretty scared that this big, 
important guy seemed kind of mad at them. 

Celebrate the Surprise
Well, after all the brothers’ running around and back and forth 
and finding surprising things in their bags, I wasn’t sure what 
Joseph would do. He called for his brothers, then ordered 
everyone else out.

Stage whisper, tiptoeing toward a plant or other decoration.

But I was curious, so I hid to see what he would do. The 
biggest surprise was yet to come!

Joseph said, “I am Joseph!”

Surprise! And then he cried—I don’t mean just a few tears. 
People all around the palace could hear him crying! 
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Pretend to wipe “over-the-top” tears away, as if you’re caught 
up in the emotion.

It was so beautiful! And the hugs…oh, c’mon, give your friends 
a big hug!

Let Crews give group hugs. 

Join in on a few hugs yourself, then compose yourself.

Well, of course, there was a big, huge, happy family reunion 
with food and gifts. Oh, wait! You came here for food and 
haven’t gotten any. So let’s eat!

Bring out popcorn and give a bag to each Crew.

Play the Sing & Play Celebration Music CD while everyone eats 
and celebrates. 

After a few minutes, wrap up your session.

Joseph knew God had sent him here to help save lives by 
storing up food. He even saved his brothers. Later Joseph 
said this:

Read aloud Genesis 50:20.

What does this tell you about God?

God is surprising! (Awesome God!) He surprised Joseph, his 
brothers, and all of Egypt. What happened to Joseph surprised 
everyone…except God! God knew the amazing ending the 
whole time!

God has surprises in store for your life, too! Keep an eye out for 
what God does, because God is surprising! (Awesome God!)

Have kids help you clean up before the next group comes in.

When you hear your Director’s signal, dismiss kids to their 
next rotation.
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  Accuse them of being spies. Accuse them of being spies. 

    They don’t have Benjamin, my They don’t have Benjamin, my 
youngest brother with them. youngest brother with them. 
Go get him! Go get him! 

    Put one brother in jail until the Put one brother in jail until the 
rest of them come back with rest of them come back with 
Benjamin. Benjamin. 

    Hide silver in their bags to see Hide silver in their bags to see 
if they return it. if they return it. 

    Hide a silver cup in Hide a silver cup in 
Benjamin’s bag. Benjamin’s bag. 

    Threaten to capture themThreaten to capture them  
allall  unless they bring their unless they bring their 
dad to you. dad to you. 

Joseph’s To-Do List

Joseph did… In your Crew…

   Point to each other and say, 
“You’re a spy!”

   Find out who’s the youngest in 
your Crew and have that person 
run around the Crew three times.

    Join hands around the tallest 
Crew member and sing “Ring 
Around the Rosy.”

   Give each person in the Crew a 
high-five.

   Shout “I found it!”

   Line up, shortest to tallest, and 
“caravan” across the room and 
back to your Crew blanket.
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Questions:

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

Day 5Day 4

Follow Group VBS on:

Aw esome Bible Adventures

Awesome Bible Adventures

Explore how God loved 
Joseph and his family, even 
when they made a mess 
of things.

Take care of Potiphar’s 
house, then act out the 
strange dreams Joseph 
had to interpret.

Meet with powerful 
Pharaoh to help him 
understand what his 
dreams mean.

Use their senses to 
experience how Jesus 
saved the entire world 
through his power 
and love. 

Meet a servant in 
Pharaoh’s palace who 
guides kids in the amazing 
drama of Joseph’s 
miraculous family reunion!
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